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SEVENTH BOOK 


B 2 


THE ARGUMENT. 


SHEM going toput up hangings in a ſpa- 
cious room of the ark, finds it adorned with 
paintings, which Noan at length concludes 
to be a prophetic repreſentation of the life 
of the Saviour. Their attention is called 
off from theſe pictures by the appearance of 
'a comet. The youths are amazed and 
perplexed, but Stirn attempts to remove 
their doubts. Mil can informs the brides 
of her hopes to be removed by death, and 
endeavours to aſſuage their grief for her 
loſs. SEM aſcending the mountain to re- 
move the terror his wife and ſiſters might 
feel on account of the comet, is ſurprized 


at finding them undiſmay'd. The ark is 
laden with the produce of Paradiſe. Siyn a 


is ordered by a celeſtial meſſenger to aſcend 
the mount and die, He takes leave of 
Noan; bleſſes Ham and JayutTH, then 
aſcends the mountain, where he bleſles 
Sem and comforts his daughters. 
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BOOK VI. 


LREADY was the ark parti. 
tion'd into chambers for man, 
and receptacles for the animals, and 
already was it cover'd with a ſloping 
roof; but till every ornament was 
wanting. SHEM going one morning 
into a ſpacious room in the middle 
ſtory, to put up hangings, the beau- 
tiful works of 81 HA s daughters, 
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whoſe depictive needles had form'd a 


lively repreſentation of the ſacred places 


in the mount, with amazement ſees 
it painted with ſkill more than human. 
Enraptur'd he ſurveys the wondrous 
work; for the expreſſive paintings in the 
walls and cielings ſpoke the workman- 
ſhip divine. Glorious advances had, 
even in thoſe early times, been made 
in other arts, but very far was the 
warm touches of the pencil from that 
perfection to which, after a long ſucceſ- 
ſion of ages, they were carry'd in 
Greece and Rome. Then groupes of 
figures were huddled together; a dull 
ſameneſs prevail'd throughout the whole, 
and perſpective was unknown. But 
here, on the ſtory'd walls, art ſhone 
in the utmoſt perfection; the colouring 
was proper and natural, every figure 
projected diſtinct, ſome near, and others 
in gradual diſtances; the proportions 
of the figures were admirable, and the 
gradations of light and ſhade, accord- 
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ing to the moſt exact rules of optics. 
Here no touch was wanting to height- 
en the expreſſion of the countenance, 
or to give life and motion to the limbs 
and features; for every figure charm'd 
by being in its moſt advantageous po- 
ſition, and ſignificant geſture. 


Sunn was at firſt ready to think all 
the beings he beheld were endu'd with 
life, and had he not been ſenfible that 
he was in the ark, might have thought 
that the landſcapes before him, were 
real views of the countries they repre- 
ſented, He approach'd the figures with 
caution and reſpe&t, ere he ventur'd 
to touch them with his hand. He 
then exulting, call'd his brothers to 
behold the wonders perform'd by ſome 
bleſs'd angel, to amuſe them during 
their confinement in the ark, and to 
excite devout ſpeculations, See, O 
my brothers, ſaid he, as they enter'd, 
theſe miraculous paintings, a divine 
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intelligence is viſible through all the 
ſplendid work, and evidently directed 
the hand that form'd it. At firſt with 
ſilent wonder and diſultory eye, they 
rove over the various compartments 
then fix d ſurvey ſome particular piece, 
reading in the expreſſive countenance 
every emotion of the mind: But in 
what age of the world liv'd the perſons 
repreſented, or in what nation, was to 
them unknown. 


The cieling ſeem'd to rife into a lof- 
ty dome, in the center of which, was 
a wheel'd throne of ſaphire, animated 
by an indwelling ſpirit, attended by 
four cherubs. The wheels were ſtud- 
ded with glittering beryl, and between 
them, fire blaz'd prompt for vengeance, 
On the throne ſat a judge, arm'd with 
thunder; terrible his viſage, terrible 
the front of his throne, and terrible the 
thundering wheels, whence, with ir- 
reſiſtable rapidity iſſu'd deſtruction, 
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hurling lawn myriads of beings, for 
whom open'd a flaming abyſs, while 
round the judge, flew multitudes of 
bright ſpirits, ſhining with all the ef- 
fulgence of celeſtial glory. 


Twenty hiſtories,in twenty compart- 


ments, adorn'd the ſtately room, and 


in each expreſſion deſign, and vary'd 
tints, join'd to invite the charm'd eye. 
After long gazing, loſt in wonder and 
delight, Jarnzrn cry'd, How has ad- 
miration bound my feet, that I have 
not acquainted our fathers, with the 
magnificence with which ſome celeſtial 
artiſt, has thus embelliſh'd the ark ! 
their Jong experience will, perhaps, 
enable them to diſcover the age and 


people, who are the ſubjects of theſe ex- 


quiſite performances, He then baſted 
with the joyful news, and with no Jeſs 
haſte, the venerable fathers came to 
view the ſight. Not leſs amaz'd than 


their ſons, they gaz d on the aer, 
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with rapture; but equally conceal'd 
from them, were the times, the garb, 
and names of the perſons, they ſaw thus 
beautifully repreſented. After long 
conſideration, and the compariſon of 
the prophecics reveal'd by the MosT 
Hin and the angelic ſpirits, to his 
pious anceſtors, Noa ſaid, if my con- 
jectures be right, the ſubject of theſe 
various pieces ſtill lie hid in the womb of 
time, and the events here repreſented 
will not be actually fulfill'd till after a 
Jong ſeries of years, when the divine 
Messi ſhall appear in a human form, 
and on carth converſe with nian. He 
who from nothing has. peopled the infi- 
nite regions of - ſpace, and to whom 
futurity lies Openly has perhaps here 
diſplay'd the events of future ages. 
From you my dear children, ſhall theſe 
people deſcend. But what diſtin- 
guiſh'd figure is this? Aheavenly ſmile 
adorns his awful face, and the brighteſt 
radiance beams from his refplendent 
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eye. Though angels enraptur'd, in 
this piece adminiſter to his relief, you 
there find, that he is not inſenſible to 
the wants of man, uſing food, apparel, 
and ſleep. With what more than hu- 
man dignity -is he adorn'd? How my 
heart beats, ſurely this is the gracious 
REDEEMER, and each piece in prophe- 
tic painting, difplays the glorious work 
of redemption, Oh what comforts ſhall 


J receive in the rolling ark, when en- 


compaſs'd with the waters of the deluge, 
if the benevolent angel, who has pro- 


mis'd me his chearing viſits, will in- 


ſtruct me, by explaining theſe nn 
myſteries 


From the gladdening contemplation 
of theſe miraculous paintings, their 
attention was ſoon withdrawn by an 
object that fill'd their hearts with de- 
jection, In the remoteſt north, SHA 
obſerv'd a ſtar, riſing new to his ſight 
and moving towards the ſun. In the 
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dim evening, its diſk ſeem'd to equal 
that of the moon, and dreadfully en- 
larging, ſoon reſembled an ample ſhield, 
Tt had a watery gleam ting'd with a yel- 
low red, its faint light appearing like 
that of the celeſtial rebel, when ſheer'd 
of his radiant beams, he fell from Hea- 
ven. Below it wav'd a lucent train, 
whoſe growing extent ſpread through 
a large part of the northern ſky. The 
ſons of Noa view'd it with anxious 
ſolicitude, uncertain whence it came, 
whether it was juſt form'd, or had long 
roll'd obſcure thro' the wide expanſe, 
till now 1llumin'd by the ALMIGHTY's 
touch. SIPHA conceal'd nat his con- 
jectures from the perplex'd youths, and 


thus ſtrove to remove their doubts, My 


father, ſaid he, ſaw this ſtar, though 
to my eyes, it was till now unknown. 
Stars of this claſs I have oft beheld, 
but of ſhorter revolutions ;._ on theſe, as 
on others, the OMNIPOTENT, on the 
day of their creation, impreſs'd their 
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proper motion, through the wide firma- 
ment, where in excentric courſes, they, 
with inceſſant rapidity, wheel round 
worlds innumerable, each in a different 
path. Some are ſurrounded by a fiery 
mift, and others, like this, caſt thro 
the gloom of night a tremendous tail 
of fuliginous vapours, and turbid light. 
Perhaps this is the Jong appointed 
inftrument of the Divine vengeance 
againſt the ſinful world. 


How amazing! how tremendous! 
cry'd Ham. Was this ſtar then to meet 
the earth, and other planets, the ſhock 
would be follow'd by total deſtruction, 
and night's fable and folitary reign, 
might again prevail, where now ſtars 
ſrom eaſt to weſt, round their immenſe 
courſe. But, OS1PHA,is ſuch acataſtro- 
phe the ſtroke of the SUpREmE JuDGE, 
puniſhing the nations? or comes it 
with the hour, which brings the comet 
in its natural courſe near the earth, 
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whether the inhabitants be religious 
or profane ? | 


Oft, return'd SiPHA, the comets 
approach benificent, ſupplying exhauſt- 
ed ſuns with freſh fuel, and with inun- 
dations, the thirſty planets. Other- 
wiſe ſuns extinguiſh'd, might revolve 
through the regions of ancient night, 
and the planets exhauſted of their humi- 
dity, by their internal fires, might ſoon 
de conſum'd, while the myriads on 
their ſurface, with heart-piercing dread 
and anguiſh, might behold every moun- 
tain turn'd to a volcano, and inſtead 
of water, ejecting ſtreams of liquid 
fire, It is certain that the heavens 
themſelves ſhall paſs away ; but they 
ſhall reach the term affign'd them by 
their wiſe CREATOR at their firſt forma- 
tion. Gop is alone above all change, 
and by no circle circumferib'd. But 
when time brings the comet, it is, per- 
haps, at the inſtant appointed by the 
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great OMNIPOTENT, when with pro- 
portion'd impulſe, he threw each 
ball from his hand, and bad it run its 
courſe, 'till the time when he foreſaw 
the ſins of the people would call for 
vengeance. He who has plac'd the 
ſtars in the firmament, and peopled 
them with corporeal and ſpiritual be- 
ings, knows the whole tenor of their 
exiſtence z never is he ſurpriz'd by an 
unexpected event, and no compul- 
ſive exigence, can change his purpoſe, 
and make him deviate from his wiſe 
deſigns. 


O what can we determine of Gop ! 
cry'd SHEM, when the moſt towering 
flight towards the knowledge of his 
excellence, only betrays our compa- 
rative littleneſs? When we venture 
to raiſe our thoughts ti the heavens, 
'thro' what infinite works of unſearch- 
able wiſdom and power does the eye of 
contemplation range, ſubliming the ſoul 
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with enereaſing light! Beyond the ſun 
move other ſuns; beyond the world 
other worlds, to us inviſible, or dimly 
feen, yet all ſill'd with the preſence of 
one CREATOR, unlimited by time or 
place. In each, inhabitants, and my- 
riads of living creatures, What then 
is the earth? — What then the hu- 
man race? — What is one of us? 
How is every one loſt and ſunk into 
nothing? So minute am I, that Gon 
alone ſees me, from His being Gop. I 
can only ſee the tranfient impreſſions 
of His infinitude in this earthly duſt, and 
humble myſelf before Him, who with eye 
equally ſedate, fees atoms or globes 
vaniſh, and the burſt of a bubble or a 
world, Who from infinite remote- 
neſs -obſerves me; who is nigh me, 
nigh the ark, in which ſhielded from 
the overwhelming deluge, I ſhall from 
thence be landed in a country h 
with wy 1 
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SHEM having thus ſpoke, walk'd up 
to the middle part of the mountain; for 


Noa had enjoin'd him, that when the 


comet on its nearer approach, ſhould co- 
ver the full moon, and the women ap- 


pear terrify'd at its dreadful aſpect, he 


ſhould pour the balm of comfort into 
their minds. He had alſo in charge to 
load the docile camels with the fruits 
and other productions of Paradiſe fit 


for food, in order to ſupply the ark. 
SEM found his wife and ſiſters poſſeſs'd 
of the utmoſt tranquility, and cutting 
| down the harveſt with compos'd alacri- 


ty ; for they had view'd the comet, as 
lately appointed to revolve round the 
earth, hike the moon its companion, 
and thus diſpenſe a clear nocturnal 
light, deriv'd from {the ſolar orb, that 
the night might be alternately illumin'd 
by their beams, 


But now other ſolicitudes agitate 
their gentle minds. They had learnt 
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from Mil c Au, the angel's declaration 
to Noan, that the deluge would be 
preceeded by a viſit from the angel of 
death; and her ardent wiſhes to be 
the happy perſon, who, by the favour 
of the ETERNAL, ſhould firſt riſe 
above the ſkies, and become an inhabi- 
tant of Heaven, She triumph'd in the 
thought, and from her joy, endeavour'd 
to give them conſolation, then kiſs'd 
them; while diſtreſs'd by the noble 
conflict, they burſt into a flood of tears. 
All ſtood for a few moments ſilent, 
till DerorRAn, wiping her bedew'd 
cheeks, ſaid, Surely it is not a crime 
that our hearts and eyes, O MiLcau ! 
overflow at the ſad news of thy ſoon 
ceaſing, to enlighten our path, which 
. depriv'd of thy light, will be all dark- 
neſs and perplexity. Is weak nature 
forbid to ſwell into tears, and do they 
diſgrace our minds? indeed, the ex- 
pectation of a ſuperior life, in the ce- 
leſtial fields, teaches us to eſteem death, 
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the gate of felicity, and to ſtrew feſ- 
tive garlands on the grave. Alas! 
it muſt be own'd that our life is no 
more than the triumph of duft, enobled 
by the human form, while death is the 
more glorious triumph of the immor- 
tal ſpirit! If it has terrors they pro- 
'ceed from a ſickly life; for no pleaſure 
Has life, which death does not im- 
prove; no real pleaſure, which death 


does not exalt. Yet deareſt mother, 


natural and blameleſs are our tears, 
at thinking, that the moſt tender af- 
fection, and the ſoft voice of conſela- 
tion, is now failing us, and will be 
no more heard, when far from this 
Paradiſe, we ſhall be confin'd in our 
wooden abode, in a wide fea, amidſt 
the rolling waves and roaring winds. 
But the ALmicnTyY Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, who knows the time of 
our death, and to whom is due the 
loweſt homage and grateful ſubmiſſion, 
preſerve us from repining at His wiſe 
and irreyerſible decrees ! 
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With faultering ſpeech ThHaman 


rejoin'd, In this ſtreight, the beſt we 


can do, is in the moſt endearing courte- 
ſy and acts of affection, to employ 
the few days perhaps only hours re- 
maining, for us to view thy gladdening 
face. We will carefully employ them 
in taking leave of thee, and crown the 
ſhort ſpace with all the obſequious 
love an human heart can feel. KR- 
RENHAPUCH ſpoke not a word, but with 
eyes ſuffus'd in tears, filent hung a- 
bout her mother's neck. 


Mue, Ak again tenderly embracing 
them, anſwer' d, O my dear daughters 
were you not created to leave me, 
and I to leave you? this the order of 
nature has enjoin'd! I know you love 
me,—we will love each other when 
ſeparated by the grave ; for ſhould we 
ceaſe to love, we muſt ceaſe to be. 
Thus they alleviated the anguiſh of 
their ſuppos'd ſeparation. 
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S. u R u found the works recom- 


mended to them compleated; for they 
had ſtor'd in SirHA's dwelling, all 
kinds of grain and fruit, produc'd on 
buſh,. ſtem and tree. Abundant opu- 
lence! Yet their place miſs'd them 


not; for there every ſeaſon, was an 
exuberant Autumn: each falling pear 
was ſoon ſucceeded by another, the 
apple replac'd the apple, and budding 
figs protruded the mature. Hitherto 
it had been a doubt with them, whe- 
ther the ſeeds of each kind of inferior 
plants, were not to be ſav'd, as both 
the ſtem and root would fall a prey to 
the deyouring flood; leſt the land 
wanting its vernal robe, ſhould lie in 
ſterile nakedneſs; but SHEM this need- 
leſs ſolicitude remoy'd. 
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tude equal to the moon : Its pale light 
Was JInterſpers'd with black ſpots, and 


| 
| 


— 
—— 
, 


— 


— — 


— YL = 2 . gr — — 23 — — 


- — 
— — — 


— — 
= — — _ — 


— — — 
— — 


1 3 — * 
—— — ä — —ͤ—ę—ñ—ö — — * = — 
— . —— 2 — = 2 
— = * — : 0 = - — — = 
5 — —— — 
— 1 na — n — 
1 — 


< — — —— 
x — — 
— — 
LI 
- —_ — - 2 
o * ” 4 
* STS 


— 
— — - 
— 


— * 1 
— 
—— 7iß—— — oo 
— 5 


— 


— — — — 


— - 


—— _ * — — 72 
— — — —— — 
— —-— 


— 

— — a 
— ——— m 
* K 'L . * 


Go * — — — — 
—— oo — — rn Le 
— — = — 


—— —ñ ñ 
— - 


22 N O A H. Book VII. 


its tail extended to the northern con- 


ſtellations; yet were the women's minds 
free from terror, | 


I cannot but wonder, ſaid SHEm, at 
the courage with which you view this 
blazing ſtar, whoſe terrific appearance, 


rather ſeems to give you pleaſure than 
pain. 


Should we not, ſaid THAMAR, with 
grateful joy behold this new gift of Hea- 
ven, ſent for the ornament and com- 
fort of our earth, chearing its nights 
by adding its light to that of the moon. 
It is certainly by the direction of the 
Mos r Hich, that the leſſer planet has 
thus approach'd the earth, by which it 
is now attracted, and thus accompa- 
nies its courſe, | 


SHem ſtill more aftoniſh'd, gravely 
anſwer'd, How can you, my dear ſiſters, 
imagine, that-this planet is of ſo little 
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force as to be ſo eaſily attracted by our 
earth? Its magnitude, though ſo diſ- 
tant, declares its power, and that it 
may drag the earth fix'd to its fiery 
wheels through its immenſe track, It 
is indeed come with dire intent, yet 
without power to hurt the family of our 
righteous father. The great CREATOR, 
who form'd and rules the heavenly bo- 
dies, has graciouſly condeſcended to 
aſſure us, that though all the kindreds 
of the earth ſhall be ſwallow'd up in 
deſtruction, yet will he ſpare us, and 
the ſtrong ſtructure, the model of which 
was brought us by his holy angels, is 
now nearly finiſh'd, to receive, with 
us, thoſe animals the MosT Hicn has 
determin'd to fave from the everwhelm- 
ing deluge. Poflibly in this ſtrange 
ſtar, this flood is plac'd, and at its due 
approximation to the earth, its waters 
-will be pour'd on hill and plain. Let 
us therefore haſte, and houſe our pro- 
viſions, leſt the day of wrath ſurprize 
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us unprovided. I, in the mean time, 
remaining with you, will load the 
grain and fruit, ſo diligently gather'd, 
on dhe vigorous camels, which will, 
of themſelves, expeditiouſly carry their 
burthens to the uſual place, 


Theſe words involv'd the ſiſters in 
ſudden anxiety, and now with trem- 
bling limbs, they rais'd their eyes to 
the menacing comet ; yet 1s every fear 
ſoon diſpell'd by the heart-reviving 
thought, that all the ſtarry hoſt are 
but miniſters of the MosT Hicn ; and 
whether moving or ſtill, obey the 
breath of his mouth. Poſleſs'd of this 
:devout ſource of ſtrongeſt conſolation, 
little difficulty had SHEM to calm and 
fortify their exalted minds, 


Daily were the laborious beaſts diſ- 
patch'd, and on their being unloaded, 
voluntarily haſted up the mount, kneel- 
ing to receive freſh burdens, In the 
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mean while, the ark was finiſh'd, 
when, to prevent the entrance of the 
waters, the ſeams were cover'd with 
reſin; iſſuing from the unctuous ſoil. 
Windows at equal diſtances, along its 


- ample ſides, admitted the air and light, 
+ over Which the provident Noan, faſ- 
-  tened the ſkins of the ſhaggy lion and 


ſpotted tyger, to be roll'd up, when the 
ſun ſhone ſerene, and in tempeſtuous 
weather, let down. In the rooms blaz'd 
aſphaltus and naptha in luſtres of em- 


boſs'd gold, making night chearful. 


Already had the treaſures, which 81 


nA had brought into the mount, been 


convey d into the ark, leſt the remem-- 
brance of ſuch, works ſhould be loſt; 


works of ſplendor, convenience and uſe 
in gold, ſilver, and ivory, the inven»: 


tions of early genius and ſkill, together 


with the inftruments uſed by the ſeveral 
artiſts. Now they began to convey the 
© proviſions laid in readineſs on the fide 
of the mountain, fruit which in the ear 


and branch, were ripen'd by the ſun, 
Vol. II. C 
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In the mean time StirHA was enjoy- 
ing repoſe, ſhelter'd from the heat of 
ſultry noon, when a celeſtial meſſenger 
appear'd before him, and with melodi- 
ous voice thus ſpake : S1PHA ariſe and 
aſcend to the middle of the mountain, 
There retire to thy houſe, where 
MxHITABEL and thee paſs'd many 
years of harmony and love, Embrace 
and bleſs thy children; for there the 
angel of death waits with gentle hand 
to cloſe thy life, and ſmooth thy paſſage 
from this earth to the manſions of bliſs, 
where thy happy anceſtors enjoy the 
rewards of their piety and inflexible 
virtue. Go, leſt the deluge cut thee 
off with the workers of iniquity ; for 
in the archives of Heaven it is written, 
that thou art not to enter the ark with 
thy brother. The office appointed 
thee, by thy CREATOR and FRIEND, is 
diſcharg'd, and the time of thy diſmiſ- 
ſion from earth is at hand. 
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S1PHA fill'd with ſudden joy, haſtily 
anſwer'd, Welcome celeſtial meſſenger, 
who bring'ſt me the fruit of my earneſt 
petitions. Gladly I baſle to lay my- 
ſelf down in the arms of death, that 
my enraptur'd foul may be conyey'd 
to the celeſtial regions, and be intro- 
duc'd to the eternal life of the beatify'd 


ſpirits, in the preſence of my Maxer, 


where I ſhall love and ſerve him better. 
Swiftly he aroſe to communicate the 
glad tidings to Noan, whom he thus 
addreſs'd, O my friend, Go p has 
heard my ſecret prayers, that I might 
be taken from the earth before thee. 
Forgive a proceeding dictated by ſelf 
love; for much more eligible is it to 
be remov'd by death to the manſions of 
perpetual reſt, where no comets blaze, 
no deſtructive tempeſts rage, than ta 
ſee the wreck of nature, and hear the 
outeries of an expiring world. Death 


puts an end to the woes, and not to 


the real joys of life; for the ſource and 
means of true felicity, are far above all 
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change. Thee, my dear friend, I leave 


in a tumultuous ſea egcompaſs'd by 


arduous affairs, and involy'd in momen- 
tuous ſolicitude: "thine eyes over- 
flowing with compaſſion on account 
of the dreadful extinction of thy kin- 
dred race; in care for the preſervation of 
thy family, and of the numberleſs num- 
bers, which in thine ark, are to be car- 
ry'd over the raging deep. But amidft 
thefe diſtreſſes, thou haſt the reviving: 
converſe: of thy dear M1rcan, whoſe 


amiable manners ſpread tranquility on 


thy wrinkled brow, and bear up thy 
labouring heart. To her tender care, 
] recommend my daughters, as the mo- 
thers of future mothers. She will be 
preſent at their delivery, and her ſym- 
pathizing tenderneſs, will alleviate the 
pains of child-birth, | 


Non briefly anſwer'd, Go my hap- 
py friend to the angel of death, thy de- 
liverer ; who, commiſſion'd by the 
Most Hicn, takes off the ſhackles of 
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this earthly priſon ; who puts a finiſh- 
ing hand to the purſuits of man ; ſeals 
up their cares, and diſtreſs ; their virtue, 
and their hope. Adieu, I will not de- 
tain thee. Confiding in my Gop, I 
ſhed no puſillanimous tears ; nor do I 
envy thee, that thou art entering the 
ſafe harbour, while I am left to grappte 
with a moſt tremendous ſtorm. But 
though, with dry eyes, I ſee thee go- 
ing, my mind is not without a full 
ſenſe of my inexpreſſible loſs. Thou 
ſoon wilt be with my father, and O 
tell him, tell the happy Lamecu the 
wonderful kindneſs of the Lonxp, to 
our children, whom amidſt an univerſal 
flood, he is conducting to new ſettle- 


ments, that mankind may ſtill ſubſiſt, 


and the earth abound with nations, 
who ſhall gratefully offer up their ſo- 
lemn praiſes to the CREATOR; and 
that from me ſhall deſcend the ſeed of 
the woman, that ſhall bruiſe the head 
of the ſerpent. Go, and with our 
bicſs'd fathers, celebrate the feſtivals of 
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Heaven, and drink the cup of joy. 
Soon ſhall I taſte the extatic pleaſure of 
rejoining thee, and we ſhall embrace, 
without feeling the bitterneſs of any fu- 
ture ſeparation, 


Here Non, with compos'd affection, 
folded Sirna in his arms, who let fall 
a few tears, and then turning to Ham 
and JapaHETH, embrac'd them; after 
which, laying his hands on their heads, 
he thus invok'd the FounTAIN oF 
ALL Goop, The Gop, before whom 
my fathers walk'd — the Gop of Mx- 
THUSELAH, ENoch and SETH — the 
Gor, who with paternal tenderneſs, 
has cheriſh'd my liſe, which has paſs'd 
away as on eagle's wings—and whoſe 
meſſenger deliver'd me From the cruel 
hands of ABIR A, bleſs you both, 
May the Lord grant you children, 
righteous as ABEL and SETH, the pa- 
triarchs and founders of numerous na- 
tions, throughout all the regions cf 
the peopled earth, 
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Ham and JAPHETH, melted into 
tears, While kneeling, they receiv'd 
this benediction; but roſe with ming- 
led grief and joy. Then Sipna, with 


flow ſtep, mov'd forward, often look- 


mg back to enjoy the pleaſure of meet- 
ing once more—the eyes of his dejec- 
ted friend, which follow'd him *till he 


paſs'd the intercepting rock. 


SIPHA's unexpected pteſence, glad- 
den'd the hearts of his daughters, who 


were drying raiſins in the ſpacious 


court. With fond alacrity, they ran 
to him, and conducted him into the 
the houſe; but Oh ! what a ftroke 
was it to their tender hearts, when, in 
the ſofteſt and moſt gentle terms, he 
told them, that he was come up thi- 
ther, to give them his laſt bleſſing, and 
then to lie down and die! They now 
mourn'd for their father, with a grief 
equal to that they had felt for the ſup- 
pos'd death of Mitcan. 
C4 
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Sipha, to alleviate their affliction, 
added with a ſerene aſpect, let me re- 
mind you, that this body alone will 
die, and lie in the grave. But my 
ſoul, its inhabitant, the principal part 
of me, will ſurvive; and while that is 
mingled with the duſt, this will enjoy 


a more exalted. life than when conſin'd 


in the houſe of clay: to you, indeed, 
inviſible, but ſeen by the beatify'd ſpi- 


rits, ſeen by MEHITABEL, ' Who will 
wait my coming, to encircle my tem- 


ples. with a chaplet of ever-blooming 
amaranth, gather'd from the brink of 
the fountain of life! Can. you, my 
children, lament my, removal, to ce- 
leſtial, joys ? No, you, ſurely cannot. 
Turn then your eyes to your: huſbands, 
and on them fix your pure affections; 
for inthem you have father, MAIS 
and very dear. relation. 


"Then turning to > Surat, When I am 
dead, faid he, do thou my ſon, inter 
this inanimate clay, cloſe by the altar 
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N of my reconcil'd JUDGE ; for this is 
my native ſoil, and to it I would return, 


RE | b 


Now, making a ſign to the dejected 


youth, he drew nearer, and SIPHA, 


laying his hand on his head, added, 
Receive the bleſſing J have reſerv'd for 
thee, Thy deſcendants O SHEM ! will 
Le more numerous than the ſtars which 
glitter in the ſpacious arch of Heaven, 
Among them ſhall be one branch, ſu- 
pereminent, choſen by the MosT HiGr, 
who will ſend prophets, and appoint 
prieſts, to teach-them his precepts, and 
at length will ſend the RE DEEMER to 
fulfil all righteouſneſs, in whom the 
nations of the earth ſhall be bleſs'd. 


T he news that SI HA, and not ſhe 


; was to die, ſtruck Mitcan with the 
'Þ deepeſt ſorrow. | 


: She was like the 
mariners, who in a ſhatter'd ſhip, are 
diſappointed in their hopes of reaching 
a ſecure harbour. Alas, ſaid ſhe, how 


did: J deceive ' myſelf; © with preci- 
pitate imaginations ! already had 1 
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reach'd the reſplendent confines of 
Heaven, the Earth was vaniſhing 
from my fight, and now behold, an 
unexpected notice ſuddenly pulls me 


down to the depreſſing cares of an 
earthly life. 


No herald of death yet appear'd : 
SiPHA had none of thoſe warning meſ- 
ſengers that wring the nerves, thoſe 
tender ſtrings of life, with torturing 
anguiſh: ſtill active and ſtrong he 
ſhar'd with his daughters, all the la- 
bours of the harveſt. Thus three 
mornings paſt, and each morn his 
daughters receiv'd him as reſtor'd to 
them. Yet ſoon, perhaps that very 
hour, to be taken from them. With 
ſondeſt attendance, they ſtrove to 
gladden the fleeting moments, ſtudious 
to brighten his ſetting day. 
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THE AUGUMENT. 


SIPHA dies, and is interr'd. R- 
PHAEL gives Noa freſh inſtructions, 
and then flies to denounce the judg- 
ment of Heaven on the inhabitants of 
the earth, who ſtil} continue obdurate, 
Noan ſpends five days with his fami- 
ly in ſolemn oriſons and devout facri- 
fices. The women, and mare particularly 
KERENHAPUCH leave their native 
abode with reluctance, and return to 
Noan's dwelling. They enter the 
ark, and No A H-blowing a golden 
trumpet brought from Heaven, his 
ſons are enraptured by the ſound, and 
the animals enter the ark. JAPHETA's 
reflections on the wiſdom of the great 
CazaTtor. Near aſſigns the different 
employments of his ſons and daughters. 
Meanwhile the deluge begins in the 

other hemiſphere of the earth. A 
deſcription of its approach and progreſs 
there ; with the terrors and deſtruction 
of the inhabitants, 
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with crimſon, SirhA went up to the 
| grove where the SOVEREIGN Junge 
pafs·d ſentence on © the firft offen- 
dersg and thete, on the 


himſelf had rais'd, offer'd the grateful 
incenfe of a ſincere and reſign'd heart. 
Silent” he. meditates on "the e of 
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the MosT Hicn, that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould bruiſe the head of the 
ſerpent, and while conſidering the for- 
titude and power of the mighty Vic- 
ToR, embraces him in idea, with im- 
paſſion'd arms. Meanwhile the angel 
of death, lurking in ambuſh, fees him 
collected in himſelf, and abſorb'd in 
extatic rapture; when taking one of 


his leaſt painful darts, dip'd in balm 


that inftantly heals the wound it gives, 
pierces him through the heart. The 
ſoul's connection with the body, being 
thus diſſolv'd, the diſburthen'd ſpirit 
with extatic rapture wings its flight to 
the bleſs'd realms of endleſs peace and 
Joy: x 


Sum, foon after, paſſing by the 
altar, and bowing with. reverential awe, 
ſees the patriarch leaning on it, with 
his head reſting on his folded arms 
ſtruck with ſurprize, he approaches 
nearer z perceives him bereft of life, 
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und paſſionately kiſſes his chill'd lips, 


and lifeleſs hand; then melancholy and 
flow, returns with the unwelcome news, 
Finding M1LCAH in the court with. 
DeroRan and THAMAR, he cry'd, 
SIPHA, who is no longer an inhabitant 


of the earth, will no more join with us 


in adoring the LoRD. He now mingles 
his adorations with thoſe of EN och and 
LAaMECH, The angel of death found 
him at the altar : there I have ſeen him, 


and in a tranſport of grief and love, 


have beheld his earthly frame deſerted. 


dy his celeſtial ſpirit, 


The daughters with mournful voice, 
and ſtreaming eyes, cry'd, A long adieu 
to thee, thou beſt of parents; thy hap- 


pineſs will be now complete! Then 


caſting their looks towards heaven, in 


tte intenſeneſs of their grief, thought 
they perceiv'd the progreſs of his ſoul, 
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by a train of light: while Mitcan, 
in ſilence ponder'd on the Verden ſtate 
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to which Gos had exalted SiPHA, and 
MEnHiTABEL's gratulations, on her 


meeting him at his arrival, at the land 
of rea] life, 


Meanwhile KERENHATUCh lay in 
the ſoft bands of fleep, in her native 
manſion, pure and beauteous, as one of 
immortal lineage, To her came her two. 
ſiſters, who finding her wrapt in ſweet 
xepoſe, forbore to awake her, with the 
mournful tale. But ſoon ſhe opens her 
eyes; and knows the'meaning of their 
ſighs, and languid features, ere they 
ſpeak. Tho' before inform'd ſhe would 
foon feel this heavy loſs, her tender heart 


was no leſs oppreſs'd, than if the mourn- 


Ful news had, without warning come 


abrupt. 


Now all pay their laſt duties to his 


inanimate clay, and odours riſe from the 


altar to the ſkies, They ſpend the day 
in lamenting over him, and with admi- 


ration recount, with intermingled ſighs, 
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+his ſplendid virtues. All that remains 
of him on earth, ſaid SHEM, we ought 
carefully to beeterve. Our moſt bo- 
nourable patrimony is the glory of his 
ivine life, and his virtues, with which 
we ſhould enrich ourſelves, Oh let us 
record his wiſdom on the tables of our 
hearts! let us incline our ears to his dic- 


rites þ for though ſilent, he {till ſpeaks 


to us— ſtill while in the realms: of end- 
Heſs bliſs he ſpeaks ; and with animat- 
ing voice exhorts us: to follow him to 
the bright world, where we ſhall again 
embrace, and ſhare his, joys 

0 

+ "Before the derlinihg ſun had call d 
up the-{till evening, Sem dug a grave, 
zin which his ſiſters having ſprinkled 


myrrh and cinnamon, they plac'd in it 
= corpſe, dreſs'd in the cloaths he 
> wore, and over it ſtrew'd the roſe, the 


[ violet, and jeſſamine, with other flowers 


q of ſxeeteſt fragrance, 
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Reſt, forſaken body, cry'd DE BORAR, 


ſoft be thy repoſe, in the recluſe boſom 


of this cool earth, through the night of 
ages, till the creative voice ſhall call 
thee too, up to the fields of celeſtial 
light. 


Theſe rites, being finiſh'd, they, en- 
lightned by. the comet's pale gleam, ſi- 
lent and ſlow, return'd to their abode, 
where Noan, JArnETU and Ham, du- 
ring their abſence, had arriv'd, and ex- 
pected the women, their ſweeteſt conſo- 
lation in diſtreſs. | 


 'RAPHAEL had that day brought freſh 
inſtructions to the patriarch ; Noan, 
ſaid he, the day of wrath is at hand. 
Already has the Lomp iſſu'd orders to 
the guardian angels of the revolving 
ſpheres, to guide with double diligence, 
the. heavenly bodies, during the comet's 
approach to this terraqueous globe, 
when. it will pour forth an overwhelm- 
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Ang deluge. This was the view of the 


Mosr Hicn, in ſending it forth againſt 
#he carth, which will enjoy only fix days 
of chearful light. On the ſeventh, the 
Moods wilt ruſh impetuous from the 
depths of the ocean, and the immenſe 
tail of the comet. Then ſhall all the 
Treatures, which breathe the air, and 
Walk on the land, be deftroy'd, except 
ty family, and the animals that ſhall 
well with thee in the ark. Receive 
mis golden trumpet, which I have 
brought from the arſenal of heaven. 
q hen thou bloweſt it, the wing'd 
owl, four-footed beaſts, reptiles and 
Snſe&ts, ſhall repair to thee; place 
memſelves in their ſeveral receptacles ; 
live with thee in amicable quiet, and 


. 'Dbey thy voice. I am alſo commiſſion'd 


to denounce a laſt monitory woe on the 
profligate world. Hold thyſelf in rea- 
Wineſs, that on the ſeventh day the in- 
vading flood may ſee thee ſhelter'd in 
the divine veſſel, I ſhall ctoſe the door 
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of the ark, and preſerve it amidſt the 
riſing waves. Be expeditious, already 
has the angel of death conducted thy 
happy friend to the glorify'd ſaints of 
Gop, where his joys exceed thy utmoſt 
ſtretch of thought. | 


Thus ſpake the angel, and with ra- 
pid wing, ſoar'd high over countries 
and ſtates. The ſtroke of his wings re- 
ſembled thunder, and the undulations 
of his voice reach'd the moſt diſtant 
lands, while thus he cry'd, Gop is 
{ſeated on his judgment ſeat, and al- 
ready is the ſentence gone forth, Re- 
pent, repent, and turn unto the LoRp; 
for after ſix days comes the day of his 
wrath, and all that live upon the earth 
ſhall be deſtroy'd. Woe to them on 
whom ſhall fall the indignation of the 
OMNIPOTENT. 

Noa heard the thunder reverberate 
from Paradiſe, and adoring the Mos 
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Iich, who holds the equal ſcale of juſ- 


tice, went with Ham and JArRHETU, 


to aſſemble thoſe who were in the 


mount, 


As plenty of proviſions, more than 


would ſuffice man and bcaſt, for one 


entire year, had been ſtor'd in the ark, 
the remaining days, they ſanctify'd to 
the Lord, by ſolemn oriſons and devout 
facrifices. Every evening and morn faw 
No A offering, at the altar of propitia- 
tion. While ſtanding on the eminence, 
which had been rais'd over SIPH A's 
grave, his affection to him burſt forth 
in aſcriptions of praiſe to the Gop 
of all grace, who had taken him 
to himſelf. Each returning morn the 
women ſtrew'd over it lowers of beau- 
tiful tint, and pleaſing fragrance, while 


the men pour'd on it the wine of the 
: ſpreading palm. Noa then addreſſing 
them, ſaid, O my ſons, ſince we are 
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| man, walk, I conjure you, in his ways, till t 
| and Ohl ever ſpeak and act like SirHa, forc'd 
| with | 


Five delightful days of devotion and rite c: 
tranquility, being elaps'd, on the fifth tonly 


h they took their leave of the lovely ture 
groves and flowers, that were no lon— At he 
| ger to diftuſe their fragrance over the preſer 
l blooming fields of Paradiſe, the native bloom 


ſpot of Siena's lovely offspring. How the or 
| their tender hearts beat at their being Earth. 
| oblig'd forever to forſake their vernal arm, | 
| reſidence. With earneſt looks, their yppyry 
ll eyes hung on the lovely landſcape. depoſit 
| As a man who is ſhipwreck'd, and caſi tiymns 
on a rock, embraces it with his arms, he p 
and holds it faſt, though his hands. @a1l'q 
| knees and feet are defil'd and bleed, Jeftial 
| with the ſand and piercing ſtone, till the m 
ll | the receding waves, with ſuperior ſorce Thouf 
waſh away his eager gripe: ſo their pere b 
| eyes cleav'd to their eſpaliers and fra- from | 
| grant groves: their looks were fix'd Long 
on theſe not without the falling tea, Ray's 
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till the ſuperior power of Providence, 
forc'd them off. KERENHA PUCH took 
with her a vaſe that contain'd a favou- 
rite carnation, on which ſhe had wan- 
tonly beſtow'd her labour, though na- 
Ture had left her nothing to improve. 
At her requeſt, Noa permitted her to 
preſerve in the ark, the only flower that 
bloom'd and ſmil'd during the deluge— 
the only flower ſav'd for the following 
Earth. DzBoRAH brought under her 
arm, a roll of the leaves of the ſmooth 
papyrus, and wanted no permiſſion, to 
gepoſite it in the ark. It contain'd the 
tymns of EL1nv, the moſt ancient of 
the poets, by the devout patriarchs 
Eall'd the divine. He, taught by a ce- 
Jeſtial ſpirit, ſang in inimitable ſtrains 
the myſteries of heavenly wiſdom, 
Though | theſe ineſtimable writings, 
were by Denoran's pious care, ſav'd 
from the flood, to us they are loſt. 


Long were they, by SnEu and DEno- 


Ran's offspring, held in due reverence, 
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til] a baſe degeneracy of morals pre- 
vailing, a taſte for all that is exalted 
and ſublime, was baniſh'd. Even the 
arts, the fruit of early genius, improv'd 
by long protracted youth, and a length- 
en'd life, of great extent, were with the 
inventors committed to oblivion. Ma- 
ny ages later, in our evening of the 
earth, illumin'd genius, under purel! 
influences, retriev'd ſome. Of many, 
man with proud exultation, boaſts ot 
being the firſt inventor, and contemp— 
tuouſly looks down on the youth of the 
carthz, though they had ages of experi- 
ments, and on their heads ſhone the 
ſun's brighteſt rays. In that univerſal 
profligacy, the ſublime pſalms of thc 
poets, were alfo bury'd in the duſt of 
forgetfulneſs, yet were they remem- 
ber'd by, the angels, and even in Hea- 
ven, are they ſung by choirs of en- 
raptur'd ſpirits, 
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x When the ſiſters had proceeded about 
a hundred paces from S1PHA's garden, 


K ERENHAPUCH, prompted by an ardent 


deſire to take one view more of the en- 
4 k 
Thanting ſpot, ſet down her carnation, 


d flew back. With painful delight 
the ſurvey'd the green carpet, wrought 
Nature's finger, with flowers of the 
brighteſt colours, and the long fre- 
quented avenues leading through the 
gyer-verdant groves. In fix'd attention 
e ood, till eas'd by her guſhing 
tears ; then caſting a laſt look on the 

vourite objects, return'd with the 
Griftneſs with which ſhe came. Thus 
few ANEMoONE to the coffin of her 
geareſt friend, and thus with fix'd eyes, 
wew'd the lovely corpſe of her CLa- 


'R15s4, early ſnatch'd from life. Aloud 


ANEMONE wept, with uplifted hands, 
and quick, with both embrac'd the 
Keeping angels head; kiſs'd her eyes; 
bed her faded cheek; the n crying, A 
= Vor, II. D 
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ſolemn and everlaſting farewell to this 
pride of virgins, forſook with ſwift 
foot, the pale and lifeleſs eorpſe, 


KERENHAPUCH, now lefs depreſs'd, 
walk'd with ber ſpouſe, who leading 
her by the hand, clos'd the proceſſion : 
Yet new but innocent longings ſoftly 
infinuated themſelves into her heart, 
which he gently diſpers'd. But ſoon 
2 more eager defire ſeiz'd the juvenile 
minds of the women, who now long'd 
to ſee the ark, and all its various orna- 
ments, particularly the divine paint- 
ings in the beauteous hall; and this 
defire SHEM encreas'd by his diſcourſe. 
They no ſooner reach'd the ark, than 
they ſtood aftoniſh'd at its bulk and 
ſtrength; and their amazement en- 
creas'd, on obſerving the convenient 
diſpoſition of the ſeveral rooms, with 
the immenſe ſtores of fruit, they them 
ſelves had gather'd. 


N. 
heave 
gener 
went 
gan 

crimſ 
morn! 
ſelf h. 
Where 
He th 
to the 
which 
their 
time 


q ſtood : 


extend 


deck, 
5 trumpt 
three 
1 ſolemn 


; At h 


Z Ann's w 
riſe on 


Boon VIII. NO A H. 51 


Now the ſeventh morn aroſe in the 
heavens, the day preceding that of the 
general deſtruction. Early Noarr 
went forth, and as ſoon as the ſun be- 
gan to tinge” the eaſtern clouds with 

-crimſon, ſtrew'd with profuſe hand, his 
morning incenfe on the altar he him- 
ſelf had built, in the prove of palms, 
here he had heard the fatal ſentence. 
He then ſummon'd his family to repair 
to the focial chamber in the ark: On 
Which they quit the cooling baths in 
{their old manſion, now, for the laft 
time us'd. The patriarch himſelf, 
ſtood at the foot of a broad bridge, that 


extended from the earth to the lower 


Jeck, holding in his hand, the golden 
g trumpet, brought from Heaven, and at 
three intervals, blew three long and 


\folemn blaſts. 


= At hearing the golden clangor, No- 
z An's wife and children, felt their ſouls 
riſe on the ſwelling ſound, wing'd with 
D 2 
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holy flames, divine conceptions, and 
illumin'd faculties. As the ſublime in 
poetry, with heavenly energy, raiſes 
and inflames the mind with enkindling 
admiration, magnanimity, noble ideas, 
and ſenſations unfelt before: this the 
celeſtial melody breath'd into their 
ſouls, fill'd them with heavenly rap- 
ture, accompany'd by empaſſion'd geſ- 
tures, and all the energy of true devo- 
tion, not wild fanatic fire. Mean- 
while they held ſublime diſcourſe, ex- 
tolling the mighty Jupoꝝ; and graci- 
ous SAVIOUR, who in an inſtant puts 
a period to the triumphs of the wicked. 


He himſelf maketh a net for his own 
feet, and a trap is laid in all his paths. 
He ſhall be haunted by fear, and ruin 
wait for him on every fide, Water 
conceal'd in the bowels of the earth, 
ihall ſpring up and overflow him. Un- 
der him the high places ſhall ſink 
down, and againſt him ſhall the depths 
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be exalted. The firſt born of death 
ſhall feaſt on his ſtrength. —His name 
ſhall be mention'd no more. — He ſhall 
paſs away hke a dream : he ſhall va- 
+ niſh like the darkneſs of the night. 
Thus ſhall it be with him, who de- 
| fpiſes the Loxp, the Jupce of the 


* earth: but he who truſts in him, ſhall 


not periſh. He who obeys the laws of 
the Mosr Hicn ſhall rejoice in His 


omnipotence; for in the midſt of 


; puniſhment, Gon remembers mercy. 


In ſuch diſcourſe, the offspring of 

+ Noah continu'd, rejoicing in the 
Lon, while, from the trumpet undu- 
' lated the awful notes. It ceas'd, and 
| lo! amaz'd they ſaw beaſt, bird, and 
| inſect flocking to the ark; ſome ſeven 
of each ſex, and others in pairs. A- 
mong theſe laſt, TH AM AR, with 
pleaſing ſurprize, beheld her favourite 
animal, which us'd to fit purring on 


; her lap, Of the feather'd tribe, ſome 


wv 


enter'd the ark with rapid wing, while 
D 3 
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others proceeded up the bridge, with 
ſtately ſtep. After theſe came the am- 
phibious animals, ſome of whom want- 
ing feet, drew themſelves forward on 
their fins, while others, though qua- 
drupeds, proceeded with their bellic: 
iweeping the ground. Then came ſer- 
pents, ſpeckled, or ſtreak'd, of vari- 
ous colours, with bright or duſky 
ſcales; in quick haſte, they trailed their 
ipiry volumes up the bridge, licking 
the duſt, as if conſcious of guilt, and 
ſupplicating forgiveneſs, Another claſs 
remain'd, thefe were the inſets, ſome 
of ſiae the moſt minute, and many to 
the human eye, inviſible; manifold 
were their kinds, of colour and form 
moſt various; many adorn'd with green 
and gold, and every vivid tint, ſkimm'd 
the air with downy, or ſcaly wings, 
while others harbour'd on the beaſts. 


No living creature, which Gon had 
made, exoept the fiſh, remain'd behind, 
but repair'd to the atk, where living 
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with + in their native air, and proper ſoil, 
n- each tribe of every claſs, ſpontaneous 
ak. went to their deſtin'd receptacles, The 
d on unwieldy elephant, the rhinoceros, the 
Jua- gromedary, and ſtately camel, with 
Ilie; all of large and heavy bulk, repan'd to 
ſer- their receſſes, in the loweſt deck. The 
ari- tame of ſmaller ſize diſtributed them- 
ſky ſelves in pens, in the middle, near the 
deir 4nipeRion of man, their friend, while 
ing #be more light and agile, fought the 
nd higheſt part. All filent and friendly, 
aſs the fierce and ſanguinary, with the 
me weak and gentle; for thoſe at natural 
to 2} enmity, were now reconcil d. Before 
ld * the firſt human pair, had forfeited their 
m - abode in Paradiſe, no voracious ani- 
en mals, were ever known to invade the 
d ; peace of that delightful ſpot; but the 
8, unhappy fall of man, kindled among 
them furious wars, even in the tran- 
quil groves of Eden, yet there they 
d dlutted not themſelves with the fleſh of 
* the lain, and to man were always 
2 | 
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harmleſs. Now in the ark confin'd, 
their awe and obedience reſembled 
that paid to ADAM before his dreadful 
fall, All that at the founding trum- 
pets ſummoning blaſt had reſorted ts 
the ark, whether on foot or wing, 
came from the mount, and none from 
the neighbouring plains. 


When all the animak had enter'd 
the ſpacious building, Noan, enter- 
ing laſt, puſh'd off the bridge, and the 
watchful angel clos'd the door, on 
which he fix'd the ſeal of Heaven. 


JaPnETH with attentive wonder, had 
view'd the multitudes of animals, their 
various forms, and fine proportions ; 
and ſeeing with amazement each tribe 
voluntary repair to its proper depart- 
ment, kindred with kindred, thus gave 
vent to his aſtoniſhment: With what 
words ſhall I- exprefs the admiration 
that fills my mind, at the view of the 
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Divine ſkill, that appears in the va- 
riety and, ſymmetry, viſible in all the 
CREATOR's works. When J confider 


the hand which form'd this aſſemblage 


of beauty; the regularity which reigns 
through ſuch diverſity, all as if 
form'd by compaſs, rule, or ſphere, 
a perfect chain of correſpondent 
links! Still more when I conſider the 


| cloſe gradations of the ſucceſſive differ- 
. ences and reſemblances of ſuch mul- 
titudes of creatures, all diverſe, and by 
1 what imperceptible bands they ap- 
4 proach and- are connected, claſs with 


claſs, and tribe with tribe, I am loſt in 


wonder and ſurpriſe | What an admi- 
rable and amazing ſcene of creatures of 
> various form! In how many ſhapes 


does beauty appear, and how in ſome, 
does it vaniſh and give way to what 
ſeems deformity, and almoſt lifeleſs 
matter | What a difference is there be- 


| tween the horſe and the adder; be- 


tween this laſt and the gilded fly, yet 
Ds 
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each is perhaps a link, neceſſary to com. 
pleat the chain of beings! But fill higher 
riſes my ideas of the Divine ſkill, 
and higher my amazement, when I re- 
ect, how the well form'd limbs ct 
ſome expreſs mingled life, ſtrength, vi- 
gour, ſwiſtneſs, ſenſation, and fpirit | 
How che peacock with pride expands 
His lovely tall! How, alarm'd by ſounds 
the herſe liſtens in every limb! How 
different the inclinations of every kind! 
What vary'd members and organs for 
their uſe, and the gratifications of every 
appetite How completely perfect arc 
all ehe works of the Most Hen l no 
improving hand, can render the leaſt 
more compleat! The whole anima! 
creation being now ſhut up in the ark 


with me, under my father's direction, 


What enjoyment will they afford me 
Never ſhall I here chide the day as 
paſſing wich-too flow a pace; for while 
the deſtructive flood rages all around, 
my buſy ſoul, with ever-hew delight, 
will at leiſure ſurxey the various kings» 
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doms of animal life, and all the regions 
of animated matter. Who thus ſur- 
veys the works bf creation, oonverſes 


with the great CREA rox, and riſing in 
knowledge, becomes acquainted with 


the Divi NE ideas 


Noah now aſſigas the reſpective 


| employments of his ſons and daughters, 
at ſtated hours to give the food and 
water neceflary to the ſupport of the 
animals ſelected ſor preſervation, and 


committed to their care. By the care- 
ful improvement of time, they obtain 
many hours for meditative retirement, 
focial meetings, and ſweet converſe, 
in the en Ares oth room. 


* 


The fan now FROM 'd, ," dialing & 


mild light through the apartments in 


the ark. The day had paſs'd agreeably, 


in all things like the former: Vet that 


very day, the chaſtening hand of hea- 
ven, had fmote the zones, which on 
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the other ſide the earth, gird this mun- 
dane globe; for there the comet firſt 
croſs'd its track, and one hemiſphere 
was forc'd to paſs the comet's nebulous 
ſweep. Wonders were then ſeen in the 

heavens and on the earth. The people 
look'd in vain towards the eaſt, for the 
approaching light, ſolicitous about its 
delay; but inſtead of light, along the 
eaſtern ſky, hung a ſable cloud, whoſe 
thick mantle obſtructed the ſolar rays: 
Under it lay the earth and fea, involv'd 
in the folds of night. Atlength the blaze 
of the comet, broke through the alarm- 
ing gloom ; but itſelf more terrible than 
the blackeſt darkneſs. Thick ſet with 
volcanos, its hideous body, rugged 
and unequal, pour'd forth ſulphureous 
vapours on the trembling inhabitants 
of the aſtoniſh'd earth. In the weſt, 

. Sppear'd the moon with its whole diſk, 

| gover'd with adventitious light, which 
| inſtead of chearing the inhabitants, en- 
banc'd the terrors of the dreadful ſcene. 
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Terrific forms heighten'd by imagina- 
tive fear, darting through the ſky, 


ſeem'd to repreſent embattled armies, 


burning mountains, and plains haunt- 
ed by ſpectres; while the birds and 
beaſts, with hideous cries, ſignify'd 
the approach of death, At length, the 
ſea was feen to recede from its extend- 
ed {hores, and collected riſe to tower- 
ing heights,while ocean's uncover'd bed 
exhibited depths profound, beyond the 
reach of {ight. Then ſhook the agoni- 


Zing earth, as in that unhappy hour, 


when Eve ſtretch'd forth her hand to 


pluck and eat the fruit: The earth 


then felt the deadly wound, and thro? 
every part, gave ſign that all was loſt. 
More ſtrong were now the ſhocks from 
the oppoſite attractions of the comet 
and the earth; but the latter to its de- 
ſtruction prevail'd, and huge maſles 


with extenſive promontories torn from 


the comet, fell through the terreſtrial 
atmoſphere into the ſea, forming iſlands 
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and lofty mountains. A ſky fo dread- 
ful, never hung, or ſhall in after times, 
bang over this earthly ball, till at the 
taſt great day, when flaming fire ſhall 
con ſume the globe, and. my nature be 
TIA 

| 2 the mountainons ſeas, wea- 
ry of riſing towards the comet, precipi- 
tate themſelves into their bed, and 
overflow the ſhores. From the caver- 
nous earth, is heard a hollow murmur, 
moving in progreſſion dolorous, like 
the voice of deſpair, Horrid were the 
howlings and cries of the beaſts and 
fowls of all kinds, wild and tame, 
which with mingling voices, ſend forth 
one common cry to Heaven. Men, 
encompaſs'd by the day of wrath, ſtand 
aphaſt, ſeeing death in the impending 
clouds, in the agitated ground, in the 
raging ſea. Silent they look up to 
Heaven, ſilent turn their eyes to the 
earth. The ſhort filkence, caus'd by 
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fear is ſoon broke by diſmai outcries, 


and deſpairing ſupplications. In the 


cities, crouds preſſing on crouds, run 
from ſtreet: to ſtreet, hunted by ſorrow, 
and preffing through the gates, ſeek for 
ſafety, from the rocks and mountains, 


The earth now trembles as in agony, 
and the hills rock from fide to fide. A 


dreadful ſhock ſucceeds, and from the 


Heepeſt foundations, temples, towers, 
and palaces, ſink into ruins; and in 
the devaſtation, are loſt thouſands of 
} thouſand lives, 


44 ur 


4 Suddenly. a Haſh, Broad as a flood, 
12 through the dreadful glomm, fol- 
low'd by the tolling thunder, with re- 


pereuſſtye roar, ſo dreadful, that man 


F aftonih'd, ſeems ſtruck with ſepul- 
chral filence. - The water veſſels of the 
*} heavens now burſt, and pour down 
torrents of rain, ever pouring and ever 


full. The people Whom the trem- 


1 bling darth had ſpared, arc now car- 
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carried away by the current. Some 
are caſt on newly form'd hills, which 
they climb, trembling and pale as 
if riſing from the dead; and others, 
to gain a ſhort reſpite from death, 
and protract for a few moments, a 
life encompaſs'd with horrors,. cling 
to the trees ſtill ſtanding, though the 
waters undermine their roots. But 
with gigantic pace, the flood overtakes 
them, nor ceaſes, till as a garment, 
it covers the land from pole to. pole. 


Ah, how was the ſinner ſurpriz'd 
in his guilt! T yYDER, who wan- 
tonly ſcatter'd the arrows of death 
in Chus, had order'd LaomeR's 
generous ſons, to be nail'd to a 
croſs, before their father's face; but 
when elated with the thoughts of 
beholding this cruel ſpectacle, ven- 
geance came on him, and the day 
of wrath, ſeiz'd both him, and his 
intended victims. Pheſe had left their 


ſecret receſſes, when the angelic voice, 


* 
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*. 


proclaim'd to the aſtoniſh'd earth, the 
near approach of this dreadful and im- 
portant day: They with eager zeal, 
ekhorted thoſe who dwelt in Hamuch, 
to turn to the LorD, and to ſave them- 
ſelves by repentance from the ſecond 
death; but Typo caſt them into pri- 


ſon, and deſtin'd them to ſuffer mar- 
> tyrdom. The monarch and his pri- 


ſoners were united in death by the 
riſing waters; but with this important 


difference, they were remov'd from a 


miſerable life to the regions of perma- 


= nent felicity, while he was to ſuffer 


in the dreary regions of ſad nn, 
where the worm never dies. 


AsDoD was alſo prevented by the 
flood from executing his impious com- 

# bt to throw Anas to the lions. 
ABDON had laid to heart the words of 
Noa, and often to the king of Ma- 
| fis, repreſented that the Gop, 'who 


: created mankind, and was equally the 


father of all his offspring, was no re. 
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ſpecter of perſons; that he delights in 
mercy, and is not propitiated by the 
blood of thoſe, who being created fal- 
lible, fall into error. As bop, amidſt 
the foaming ſurge, implor'd the help 
of the Gop, whom he had aveng'd 
But his fate was the fate of Typor: 
He had harden'd his heart againſt the 
ſweet and gentle voice of humanity, 
and was carry'd to the regions where 
mercy is unknown. 


The land every where mourn'd, and 
the waters were cover'd with the dead, 
The meads where ſpring ſo lately fat, 
dreſs'd in her gayeſt attire ; where the 
flowers diffus'd their fragrance, and the 
birds their melody; ſilent droop'd, and 
all its beauty dy'd under the flood. 
Mean-white the comet diſengag'd itſelf 
from the attraction of the earth; but 
not without the laſs of its waters; and 
now putſu'd its courſe, with dimi- 
niſh'd atmoſphere. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The approach of the deluge in that he. 
miſphere where Paradiſe was plac'd, and 
the behaviour of the inhabitants of Tha- 
miſta. The opinions of the prieſts in rela- 
tion to the comet Oc who had ſucceed- 
ed Dacon in the office of high prieſt, 
cauſes a ſpacious veſſel to be built, in which 
he returns with the giants from perform- 
ing ſome 1dolatrous rites, when they hear 
the woe pronounced by the angel. The 
different effects it produces on the minds of 
the people. Os advifes the giants inſtant- 
ly to ſtore the veſſel with proviſions, and 
ſave themſelves from the approaching de- 
luge. Its delay fills the people with wan- 
ton mirth. Its approach and progrefs de- 
ſcribed, with the behaviour of the people 
of T hamiſta, and the deſtruction of Os in 


the ſhip. The employments and reflections 


of Naa n's family in the ark. 
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BOOK IX. 


6 he E day replete: with terror thus 
: ravag'd one hemiſphere with an 
univerſal flood and deſolation: But 
Aſſur and the ſmiling groves of Eden, 
the divine juſtice ſpar'd till the laſt. 
Relate, O muſe! how the raging 
waves found the opulent Thamiſta, and 


- her guilty inhabitants; tell how the 


ſtorm paſs'd over NOAH, and how his 
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Heaven-plann'd veſſel, roſe on the 
waves, which deſtroy'd mankind, their 
ſplendid cities, and even the Paradiſe 
of Gop, once the ſeat of innocence. 
Thamiſta, the royal reſidence of the 
giants, had, fince Dacox's fall, with 
unanimous voice rais'd Os to the hier- 
archal throne, and inveſted his anointed 
head, with a triple tiara, Daily ſmok'd 
the altar of Deſtiny, with human vic- 
tims, that his gods allur'd by the ſmell, 
might deign to return, Meanwhile 
Noan's prediction did not fall to the 
ground ; 1t had lodg'd in the hearts of 
the boaſtful giants, and ceas'd not to a- 
larm them, while in the arms of voluptu- 
ouſneſs and lawleſs pleaſure. But terrors 
fil} more dreadful, invaded their minds, 
at ſeeing the comet with daily growth, 
advancing, ant its waving tail, blazing 
through haf the heavens. Their priefts 
labour'dito diſpel their fears, and fome- 
times repreſentecd it, as forry's by the ex- 
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halations of the earth and ſea, drawn up 
by the ſolar beams to the higher region 
ol the air, where it remain'd ſuſpended. 
| They then repreſented it, as the frag- 
ments of a ſtar in the milky way, 
join'd in one maſs, hut wanting a re- 
> gular orbit, wander'd in erratic courſe, 
| about the ſtarry heavens. At laſt they 
* affirm'd, it was a floating land, a celeſ- 
: tial vehicle, containing ADRAMELECH 
5 and his renown'd : attendants, with 
| auxiliary gods, coming in awful ſtate, 
{ to their aſſiſtance, that if ſome angelic 
. 
; 
: 
; 


r 


'F ſpirit, enemies to their power, ſhould 
pour an ocean of water over the earth, 


they might take up their worſhippers, 


and carry them away in triumph. 


This abſurd declaration, was accom- 
pany'd by new rites, to engage the pa- 
tronage of the ruling ſpirits of the Perath 
and Hidekel, ſtreams eſteem'd divine. 
After the model of the ſtately ſhip, 


| torm'd by ADRAMELECH, for invading 


72 N O A H. Book IX. 


the mountain from the air, Od caus'd 
to be built, a veſſel- of monſtrous ſize, 
with many cabbins, into which, he 
himſelf went, rob'd in his prieſtly veſt- 


ments of ſhining white, attended by 


the princes of the gigantic race, in re- 
gal ſtate, In this veſſel, they ſail'd to 
the rapid ftreights, where the Perat!: 
and Hidekel, mingled their waters. 


The ſhores were cover'd with jo- 


cund multitudes; every head was 
crown'd with a chaplet of flowers; and 
all had iſſu'd from the hundred gates of 
Thamiſta. Here, having caſt anchor, 
Oc facrific'd an hecatomb of camels, 


another of elephants, and a third o 


lions, to the ſpirit of the rivers. 'Theſc 
rites being ended, he embrac'd an 
image of the ſplendid Thamiſta, of caſt 
gold, and of an enormous ſize, then 
throwing it into the water, utter'd thi: 
idle inyocation : 
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= Riſe Perath and Hidekel, ye conflu- 
ent deities, ariſe from your cryſtal re- 
. to receive Thamiſta, your bride, 


Who, enamour'd, lays herſelf down in 


your arms, proteſting fidelity to you. 

She in her turn expects reciprocal 
i ruth, Ceaſe not your endearments on 
Four flowery ſhores, 3 


| k When the image fell into the water, 


Frouds of ſlaves plung'd into the tranſ- 

ucent ſtream, and ſome of theſe, in- 
ſtructed by the high prieſt, affirm'd, 
Avwith ſolemn adjurations, that they ſaw 


Ahe river god, riſe above the water to 
receive his bride. 


4 Os returning to the temple in his 
ſuperb veſſel, with all the inſolence of 


Feen ſtate, a voice of thunder de- 
nouncing woe, roll'd along the ſerene 


ky, and at once ſilenc'd their idola- 
trous joy; for at that inſtant the angel 


f death flew over the guilty domes of 
You, II. E 
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Thamiſta, with encreaſing roar, pro- 
claiming his tremendous meſſage. Now 
all trembled, ſtruck with terror, the 
giants no leſs than the abje& croud. 
Then were ſeen the different effects 
caus'd by the view of approaching 
death. Some of SETH's lineage, who 
had been infected with the contagion 
of prevailing vice and error, turn'd to 
the LorD; in ſackcloth confeſs'd their 
tranſgreſſions; ſtrew'd duſt on their 
heads, and with impaſſion'd fighs of 
'heart-felt contrition, implor'd forgive- 
neſs: But loſt among the herd of ſin- 
ners, to God alone, were theſe peni- 
tents known. In vain the ſages ſtrove 
to fruſtrate the predicted flood, which 
rais'd ſuch terrors, that they now trem- 
bled, at what they had before ridicul'd 
as fabulous and impoſſible, while others 
drown'd in ſenſual exceſſes, ſuppreſs'd 
the fear of death. Their tables were 
loaded with delicious viands, wine 
ſparkled in gold and cryſtal goblets ; 
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on flowery beds they ſlept inebriated, 
jull'd by the mingled melody of the 
voice, the harp and lute. Amidft their 
revelry they made a jeſt both of life 
and death; . repreſenting - that as con- 
ſiſting of agreeable phantoms, 'the pro- 
duce of the ſportive brain, no ſooner 
embrac'd than gone. But OG was 
violently agitated between doubt and 
fear. The flood after three rapid days, 

being to make its approach, he diſ- 
patch'd meſſengers to the chief of the 
giants, Rimnon and G06, Perez 
Mammon, and BiLDap, adviſing them 
haſtily to ſtore the ſhip with corn, wine 
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e and cattle, and to ſave themfelves in 
h this veſſel, from the impending deluge. 
* The giants applauded the ' wiſdom, 
'd which, they imagin'd, had found an 
rs * infallible expedient, that would prevent 
'd > the approching deſtruction, and in- 
re ſtantly follow'd the advice he gave. 
ne 8 
33 | | 22 

a 
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Now from heaven deſcended the 
evening of the ſixth day, the laſt which 
they imagin'd was granted to the ſin- 
ful earth. In the night preceding the 
direful morn, that was expected to in- 
volve all the people in the laſting ſleep 
of death, none in crouded Thamiſta, 
ſought the refreſhment of balmy reſt. 
' Gloomy anxiety, without any glimpſe 
of hope, hover'd over the hours. Amidſt 
theſe perturbations, riſes the ſeventh 
morn z its noon came, and gave way 
to the grey evening, when the angel 
clos'd the ar. This day unexpected- 
ly riſing in luminous attire, and in its 
| progreſs all ſerene, brought on its wings 
the hope of life; and with it return'd 
preſumptuous impiety, which before 
appall'd, had crept into the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of their hearts, and there lay 
coil'd. Then an impious wretch, 
who had been ſtruck with terror, with 
ſcarce recover'd ſpeech, thus addreſs'd 
his companion, 
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Thou muſt be ſpeedy, unleſs thou 
art reſoly'd to die before repentance z 
this mighty flood, the ſubject of ſo 
much diſcourſe, will ſoon be at our 
heels, and then farewel earth and peo- 
ple. But he who was charg'd to de- 
moliſh the banks of the ocean, has 
perhaps loiter'd away his time, in ſome 
more agreeable amuſement, or finds it 
more difficult than he ſuppos'd. Indeed 
it is no eaſy taſk, to aſſemble the wa- 
ters of the ſea, and pour them over the 
land. What if his voice cannot per- 
vade the depth of the abyſs of waters, 
or they ſhould refuſe to riſe at his com- 
mand, 


With ſneering accent, the other re- 
ply'd, The' ſea perhaps will not afford 
him water enough to cover the land and 
its mountains; and he will be oblig'd 
to viſit the moon for a ſupply. If he 
be gone- thither, we ſhall not drink 
water in haſte ; therefore leſt we thirſt 

E 3 
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before the ſea is pour'd! out to us; let 
us crown ourſelves with roſes, and ex- 
hilerate our hearts with wine; ſoon 
will it inſpire us with reſolution, and 
thus enliven'd we ſhall look down with 
contempt on theſe dreams of Death and 


Hell. 


Thus difcours'd the giddy fools ; but 
won alas! was their wanton ridicule 
chang'd to Ciſmal outeries, and their 
ſnecring looks to ſad diſmay, When 
night, cloſe following the dim evening, 
deſcended from the firmament, a ſub- 
terraneous murmur was heard rolling 
from ſouth to weſt, thrice feveriſh 
tremblings ſhook the earth : the moun- 
tain and it lofty peaks rock'd tremu- 
lous; the ſpacious plain ſwell'd into a 
hill, which burſting ſent forth ſulphu- 
reousfumes, while dreadful ſounds roll'd 
along the agitated air, like the conjoin'd 
force of a thouſand thunders. Now 
from the mounts diſrupted womb fluid 
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columns ruſh upwards and in denſe 
clouds ſpread over the ſable ſky; and 
now with harſh roar, the darting ſtreams 
pour from the heavens, dreadful as a 
ſhower of mountanous rocks. Soon 
was the atmoſphere fill'd with clouds 
impell'd by raging whirlwinds, cloſe 
compacted in thick confuſion, and 
blacker than the night. To thoſe who 
were ſecure in the ark, the fight was 
dreadful, but to thoſe who ſtoed on the 
land, it was the front of Death. Lo, 
the loud thunder ſeparates the connec - 
ted clouds, and in floods they fall on 
the trembling earth, disfiguring the 
fields and ſandy plains, with gaping 
furrows, torn up by the raging tor- 


rents. Then dy'd before their birth, 


Deriſion, Raillery and Laughter. A 


dizzy gloom O'erclouds the eyes, and 


death- like paleneſs deadens the ruddy 
cheek. 


E 4 
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All Thamiſta now ſtand ſtaring with 
ſtent horror and ftupid deſpair. On 
whom ſhould they call? On the Lokp, 
whom they had rejected? On SATAN, 
who delights in human victims? Or 
on Deſtiny, which is but an empty 
name? They ring their hands; they 
proſtrated themſelves on the wet earth; 
they teat their breaſts. Alas, theſe 
were only abject lamentations, inſpir'd 
by ſear { W hither ſhould they fly ? 
Into the ſtreets and open places, the 
ſwelling floods pour'd in torrents. In 

a feſtive hall before the temple of Deſ- 
tiny, the floor burſt, and upwards to- 
ward the ſky, roſe a column of com- 
preſs'd water; and having reach'd its 
height, fell on the city, in a rapid de- 
luge, with a noiſe louder, than the 


exploſion of a whole battery plant- 


ed by the murderous hand of war, 
The torrents in the fields, ' rufh'd 
with ſuch impetuoſity, that foreſts, 


— "+ OT 2 
5 * 5 * 
n "4 pear ct WW» - - 


r 1 7 
, 
P 


. r " 4 2 ge 4 . 
8 ><. 3 * — +F- . - 
- . F — 1 y N * 5 


Book IX. N O A H. 8x 


rocks and houſes, were ner before 
them. 3 a 


The enſuing day, if that name 
may be given to the ſickly gleam, 
which with difficulty pierc'd through 
the clouds, Thamiſta from its battle- 
ments "beheld with languid eye, the 


vier of death, and wild deſolation 
4 ſpread all around: beheld the ri vers 


which had before delightfully water'd 
the ſmiling land now confin'd in one 


wide lake, extending farther than the 
eye could reach, The flood had al- 
ready overſpread the plains, and was 


gaining the Hills, while man, beaft and 


fowl, with vain efforts, lay ſtruggling 


on its overwhelming ſurface, Where 
the rich orchards rear'd their lofty 
tops; where fruitful autumn bent un- 


der the waving ear, Where the Vine 
with purple cluſters adorn'd the fide 
long hill, or the lofty cedar, caſt its 
Tengthen'd waving ſhade, is ſpread a 
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general inundation, and drown'd lie 
herbs, plants and flowers; the lofty 
trees and fragrant groves, with all their 
bloom, and all their odours dead. The 
affrighted birds with feeble pinions 
Akim the! thickening clouds, and fly 
from tree to tree, and hill to hill; till 
the impetuous ſtorms: whirl them round 
and daſh, them in the deep. The 
ſtusdy elephant and haſty bull, trem- 
bling, ſkim the impetuous waves, and 
fwimming riſe above the ſwelling ſurge 
in vain. Alas! the birds of the air, 
the beaſts of the foreſt and the field, 
with man, the lord of the creation, 
finding all their efforts ineffectual, die 
immers'd even as the reptile; all drink 
death in the water, mingled by the co- 
met, with reſin, nitre and ſulphur. 


Now was the city encompaſs'd by 
the prevailing flood, and the luſtre of 
its ſtructures of poliſh'd marble, amidft 
be turbid deep, reſembled the ſilver 
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moon, in a gloomy ſæy. Within its 
walls, death had ſhut up its choiceſt 
victims. The waters daily roſe ; daily 
the people ſaw their fate approaching 
nearer, and felt a lingering death, 


They beheld the ſwelling flood force its 


way into their bolted chambers, or pur- 


fue them to the lofty roof. Some made 


the ſummits of the . pyramids their 
refuge, and wiſhing for death, fled its 
approach : with bittereſt lamentations, 


they ſought the ſecureſt places, crying, 


O ye walls, ye towers, fall on us! 
Ye waters from aboye, Ye waters pf 
the abyſs, cover us! thro' all eternity 
cover us! Never let us more know life 
and light !—But the wailings of fin- 
ners, did not arreſt the ſwelling flood; 


In the mean time, OG and his con- 


© fidents, fll'd with difmay, embark'd in 


the capacious veſſel; and with them 
their wives, their children, and near 
relations, peculiarly dear, though amidſt 
E 6 
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the general confuſion, many were loſt. 
The firſt night they paſs'd at an- 
chor, under the walls, with dejected 
looks, all ſilent and torpid with fear, 
but ſoon the flood carry'd them inte 
the open country, now a ſea, Their 
' fails were rent, their maſts broke; the 
veſſel now bounded over the ſwelling 
waves; it mounted up to the clouds; 
it ruſh's down into the deep; then 
roſe the ſport of every wind. Chill 
horror ſeiz'd the heart of OG and his 
aflociates, and all their confidence 
vaniſh'd, Helpleſs they ſtood amidſt 
the raging ſtorm, while the rain in 
torrents fell, the thunder rolling tre- 
mendous, with aggravated roar, ming- 
ling peal on peal, and livid lightnings 
darting through the clouds, and bla- 
Zing all around. By the pale quiver- 
ing gleam they at length eſpy'd rais'd 
high on lofty columns the coloſſal ſta- 
tue of Deſtiny, an idol much ador'd, 
once their hope and confidence; but 


* * 
Av eats 


: 9 
y 
"1 
; 
4 
iy 
> 
2 
9 
4 


4 
"+3 
1 
1 
+. 

* 
x; 


® 
14 
4. 


x 


Boox IX. N O A H. 85 


now its head ſtruck off by the pointed 
4 lightning, and ſunk into the waves, 
Stupid they gaz d with dumb diſmay; 
then ſunk beneath the foaming waves, 


as to the depths of Hell; but riſing 


ſoon on the back of the ſwelling ſurge, 
again ſaw the trunk of their helplefs 


idol, to which they had long offer'd 


human victims, and being driven by 
the howling winds, they {truck upon 
it, when both the ſhip and the idol be- 
ing daſh'd into a thouſand pieces, they 
ſunk into the deep, now their watery 


grave. | | ; 


To the righteous, whom Gop had 


preſerv'd in the ark, not unſeen had 
the floods ifſu'd from Eden's burſting 


ſprings 3 not unheard, had the ſubter- 
raneous murmur roll'd z not unfelt the 
ſhocks which heav'd the globe. 


They had obſery'd the black clouds 
advance, impell'd by ſtorms, and over- 
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ſpreading the darken'd land, diſcharge 
themſelves in precipitate ſtreams: but 
the comet, the ſource of all, was con- 
ceal'd by the fable clouds; and, unſeen, 
bent its courſe, towards the path of 
Mercury, rejoicing in its eſcape. Long 
had the flood to riſe, ere it reach'd that 
part of the mountain on which the ark 
was built: for it ſtood on an eminence, 
the height of which exceeded that of 
the pyramids, thoſe mountains rais'd 
by human toil. Cloſe to the fide of a 
riſmg rock was it built, whoſe top 
projecting, fenc'd the important veſſel, 
the waters from above ſtreaming over 
it, in glaſſy ſheets. Thus ſhelter'd, it 
ſtood ſecure from the raging winds and 
battering rain. Within no light ap- 
pear'd, for the ſun's chearful rays were 
intercepted by the teeming clouds, 
which blended day with night, except 
where pendant lamps, hanging from 
the lofty ceiling, * the abſence 
of the ſun. 
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Thus ſecure, they with placid tran- 
quility, attended the great truſt com- 
mitted to their care, the preſervation 
of the animal creation. Nor was it la- 
borious. Of the cattle, ſome they 
themſelves attended, others by inſtinct 
took their proper aliment, in moderate 
quantity, while others Jock'd up in 


 fleep, requir'd no attendance. All ſi- 


lent and gentle kept their place, while 
the ſtimulations of love, in fowl and 
beaſt, were ſuſpended. The precious 
hours this favour'd family gain'd by a 
wiſe economy of time, they joyfully 
ſeiz d for praiſe-worthy purpoſes ; and 
each morn and evening heard their 
grateful! hymns to their gracious DPII- 
VERER, Who had promis'd to tranſport 
them over the watery waſte, into a land 
that ſhould be the heritage of their de- 


ſeendants. All were tranquil, all re- 


d on the fure promiſe of the Mosr 
HioE; and not the leaſt doubt enter'd 
Meir hearts, Oft the brothers and ſiſ- 
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ters interchang'd their embraces, and 
pleaſing gratulations on their deliver— 
ance, and preſent felicity, then blam- 
ing their inadequate expreſſions, re- 
new'd their pious endearments. 


Here in the ark, my dear ſiſters, 
faid THAMAR, we are indeed more 
cloſely confin'd, but not more ſolitary 
than in the groves of Paradiſe ; for we 
were there more forlorn, ere we knew 
our dear companions, who, though we 
were created for them, were to us. un- 
known. Our. manſion, tis true, was 
in the moſt lovely ſpot of the creation, 

- amidſt flowers and plants of the moſt 
glowing colours, and ſweeteſt odours: 
Yet thoſe colours were inanimate, and 
thoſe odours ſpeechleſs: They were 
capable, indeed, of giving us pleaſure, 
and ſuggeſting new ideas; but not of 
receiving pleaſure from, us. Not much 
fitter for our company, not more bene- 
ficial, was the ſociety of the animated 
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works of the great CREATOR; their 
ſaces are bent to the earth, and their 


perceptions, their faculties, far inferior 


to ours. Oh how tedious, how bur- 


thenſome, was that ſolitude, when we 
felt that our tender hearts, were form'd 
for love felt in our impaſſion'd breaſts, 


p all the power of ſenfibility, while pro- 
per objects of our affection, we could 
no where ſee. | Theſe we here enjoy, 
and have worthy friends who deſerve all 
that profuſion of tenderneſs it is in our 
power to. beſtow —Oh what can be 
2 ſweeter than the exertion of this ten- 
7 derneſs ? Thus, we have here thoſe of 
whom we are moſt fond, and this ren- 
ders the ark to us, a little world. Nor 
5 are we here entirely depriv'd of Para- 


diſe: We have brought from thence, 
plenty of its fruit, fair to the eye, and 
grateful to the taſte and ſmell: For us 
they ſtill diffuſe their odours, and diſ- 
play their beauties. Still KERENHA“ 
PUCH's carnation glows, and the only 
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plant new in bloom, blooms for us, 
The plants which ſtill exiſt in the 
deep, have Joſt all their beauty, and 
exhal'd their odours among the tur- 
bid waters. Above all, how delight- 
fully does this living canvaſs, form'd 
by ſome celeſtial hand, ſupply the loſs 
oß the lovely flooded meads by animated 
tints, and a thouſand nameleſs beauties, 
ariſing from painted light and ſhade | 
Here we ſee angels and men, who ap- 
pear alive, with whom we, in a man- 
ner converſe, and in part underſtand 


their meaning. 


In. the mean time the days paſs'd 


| over, if that name be due to a faint 


twilight, ſucceeding the darkneſs of 
night, The flood continu'd to riſe ; 
the ark floated ; and the lower cliffs of 
the mountains ſinking, the whole was 
reduc'd to a plain. The deſtruction 
continu'd forty days, during which a 
continual torrent fell from the clouds. 
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At length the violence of: theſe firſt 


rains ceas'd, ſerenity gradually ſpread 


through the leſs agitated air, and the 


reſplendent rays of the (un play'd on 
the glittering deep, The ark then 
ficated- along the liquid plain. How 
aſtoniſn'd were Noan's offspring at ſee- 
ing the watery waſte; an immenſe fea 
without a ſhore, bounded only by the 


diſtant ſky ! Amaz'd they gaz'd around. 


Then collecting their ſcatter'd thoughts, 


conſider'd all beſore them as the wide 
field of carnage, in which death fat 


triumphant; as the deſolation of the 
whole earth ; the extinction of every 
ſpecies that lay dead in the waters, 
eſpecially of the human, form'd by the 
CREATOR half terreſtrial, and half di- 
vine; now at once ſurpriz'd by death 
in the midſt of their fins, the aged and 
the young, the children and their fa- 
ther, the mother and the bride, all 
overflow'd and mingled in one common 


grave. They now ſaw that all hopes 
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of retrieving this amazing chaſm in 
the creation, reſted only on the few 
beings inclos'd in the ark. Not the 


hand of death itſelf could have 


ſtruck Noan and his ſons with greater 
horror than this ſpectacle. But re- 
collection ſoon brought to their minds 
the idea that the juſtice of the ETzr- 
NAL had been guided by infinite wil- 
dom and goodneſs in this deſolation ; 
and had graciouſly decreed their ex- 
emption from the general | laughter, 
Yet pity and commiſeration - gently 
ſeiz'd their hearts, and their minds 
y mpathiz'd in the ſufferinys of the 
drown'd, 

Now the emotions which ſwell d their 
breaſts difloly'dinaguſhoftears, and even 
No An's reſign'd virtue, was ſeen to weep. 
Ham, of firm and ſteady mind, whoſe 
cheeks were hardly eyer wet with thoſe 


gentle kindly drops, now wept like the 
tenden THAMAR : he ſtrove 1 in vain to 


reſtrain his tears, and not being able to 
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in 4 keep them back, endeavour'd to con- 
ew ceal them with his hand. His father 
he ceoncern'd at beholding his inward con- 
we flict, call'd him to him, and thus ad- 
ter 1 dreſs'd the ſilent youth. 

—_ 

ids FE Oh be not aſham'd, ſaid he, of theſe 
R- tender emotions; check not the gene- 
iſ- XZ rous flow—their ſource is deriv'd from 
1; the CREATOR. Men at their birth, He 
X who is goodneſs itſelf, bound to each 
er. other by bands of love, and united by 
ly * the tender ſympathies of humanity and 
ds BR friendſhip. Art thou then for breaking 
he # the band which unites man to man, that 


thou and thine offspring centering all 
their affections in themſelves, may not 


ir mourn a calamity, in which they are 

n 3 not involy'd? no, diſcard the ungenerous 

Pp. *F thought; the ſorrow felt at the woes of 
ſe our fellow creatures, is not ſo inſup- 
ſc portable, that to avoid it, thou ſhouldſt 
he 3 tear in ſunder the gentle bands of na- 
to = ture, Oh, it betrays a mind too ſelfiſh 
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and unfeeling to ſhrink from the ſoft 
pain of human ſympathy ! The diſtin- 
guiſhing excellence of a great mind, is 
univerſal benevolence, and the -moſt 
exquiſite ſenſations low from the con- 
ſideration, that man was created for 
man; and hence the all-gracious CRx- 
ATOR, has mingled the moſt raviſhing 
ſweetneſs, with the gentle tears of hu- 
manity. 


Thus all wept and awhile indulg'd 
the bleſs'd relief of tears. Then Ham 
reply'd, How dark and intricate are the 
ways of the Lonap l age and youth, 


with the harden'd flape to fin, fall 


equally mingted with the'puiltleſs in- 
fant, in one common "rin. How ſe- 
vere does this ſeem to him, Who with 
weak eye, pries into the depthsdof Pro- 
vidence, Which are ſo profound, that 
nothing can be diſcern'd. Confound- 
ed and amaz'd, we acknowledge the 
ALMIGHTY, adoring that juſtict 
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which cannot err, and is always con- 


ducted by wiſdom and goodneſs: 


Noan anſwer'd: Doſt thou Ham 
think it ſevere that puniſhment con- 
faunds youth and age, innocence and 
guilt? Perhaps a thouſand virtuous 
perſons have not periſh'd—Periih'd do I 
ſay? I ought rather to have ſaid, kind- 
ly reliev'd from the miſeries of life, 
from the ſnares, tne perſecutions and 
terrors of a wicked world, and plac'd in 
a ſtate where ſinners can no longer tor- 
ment, and where all is endleſs peace 
and unutterable joy. As to the in- 
fants, happy are they in being deli- 
ver'd from the examples of their pa- 
rents. In that theatre, which Gop 
fills with His infinitude, there are innu- 
merable worlds, where thoſe may en- 
joy a bliſsful eternity, who early quit 
this mortal life before they have attain'd 
mature virtue, or by the accidents and 
calamities common to man, have lin- 
ger'd out a tedious length of years in 
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affliction and diſtreſs. This world, 0 
my ſon, affords not the proper reward: 
of virtue; theſe will be diſpens'd with x 
liberal hand, in a better world, There 
is what nothing on earth can give, ©: 
can deſtroy, ſun-ſhine in the foul, 
tranquility and joy moſt rapturous and 
ſublime | 


Thus ſpake Noan, and thus many 
ages later, thought the bard who rang'd 
o'er all the ſcenes of man. Oft on 
wings of fire, he ſoar'd towards Heaven, 
and explor'd the wonders of Divine 
Providence. Be not ſurpriz'd, O Pope 


and YouUNG, ye glories of an ifland 
rich in genius, that Noan and SIPHA, 


ſhould think and ſpeak like you; from 
the ſame avenues to truth, they were 
not excluded; for to them alſo the 
ſource of truth was open, and where ye 
drew, they likewiſe drew the clear cc- 
leſtial ſtream. 


TRE END OF THE NINTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The deſtruction of the fiſhes. The an- 
gel of death conveys the ſouls of ſinners to 
one of the moons which enlightens a planet 
of immenſe magnitude. The ſouls of the 
infants are conducted to the ſun, and the 
penitents to Heaven. Noa is viſited by 
RayHAEL, who gives him an account of 
ſome of thoſe happy ſouls he had been con- 
ducting to Heaven, but leaves him to ſa- 
tisfy the doubts of LAucn, who has de- 
ſcended to the ſun, and in vain endeavours 
to diſcover the earth, Lamecu there diſ- 
courſes with the ſpirit of his youngeſt child 
who died in his infancy. He is joined by 
RAPHAEL who anſwers his doubts, and 


then returning to Noan, informs him of 


the perſon Lauch had ſeen: Noa is 
enraptured at his diſcourſe. Lauch re- 
turning to Heaven, ſees in a ſmall moon 
myriads of ſpirits, one of whom he awakes, 
and obliges him to tell his hiſtory, and 
then returns to Heaven. The comet again 
approaches the earth with a freſh deluge. 
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MAGINATION, ſiſter of the 

muſe, creation's intimate aſſociate, 
when thou fitteſt brooding, from thy 
warm influence, mingled forms ariſe, 
ſurrounding thee their mother, and fol- 
lowing where thou leadſt the way; 
whether into thine own land, the re- 
gion of ſolitary ſilence ; or the lovely 
grove, dedicated to contemplation 
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tweet. Then hill and vale ſwarm 
with airy ſhapes: Heaven to thee dif- 
plays her laming ſeraphs, and from the 
infernal abyſs, fell monſters riſe. Oh 
to me unfold thy creative power! yet 
not ſufficient is it for thee to produce 
thine airy band, nor for them to hover 
round me in numbers tumultuous, if 
the muſe obſerves not with intelligent 
eye, and with aſſiduous care, does not 
lelect thy choiceſt offspring. 


Beaſts, birds and inſects, deſtroy'd 
by one blow, ſtopp'd not the greedy 
jaws of Death, who haſted to the deep 
to gratify his inſatiate appetite on the 
finny race, and multitudes who liv'd in 
Water, dy'd in the foaming waves. 
Some periſh'd in the ſlime, entangled 
as in nets, hence their teeth, their 
bones, their ſkeletons, are found in the 
flak y, flate, or bury'd in lands, far diſ- 
tant from the ſhore, Others eſcap'd 
not the concuſſions that tore up the 
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bottom of the watery deep; or 
were daſh'd in pieces in the eddies of 
circumvolving whirlpools. For, by 
the CREA TOR's order, no more efcap'd 
than ſuffic'd to renew the ſeveral ſpecies, 
Then in vain, the enormous whale, 
ſpouted ſtreams into the ambient air; in 
vain laſhing the foaming flood, he rais'd 
mountainous waves; his ample fins 
and ſpreading tail, could no relief af- 
ford, Noan's family ſaw his convul- 
five throws, and beheld his ftruggles 
with death, till ſpent he turn'd lifeleſs 
on his back, 


Now the floating receptacle of man 
ſwam under the vault of the northern 
ſky. The atmoſphere was ſerene, and 
the deep being only moy'd by a gentle 
gale, a long furrow ſtrew'd with glitter- 
ing light mark'd its track. Fiſhes of 
ſtrange appearance arm'd with ſwords, 
roſe to 'the ſurface of the deep; and 
others with extended fins flew in the 
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air to avoid the cruſhing fall of the hills, 
which frequently cover'd the fea around 
with circling eddies, and boiling foam, 
Some of the fiſh lept above the water, 
and ſportive play'd about the ark, as # 
to attract the eye of man, and ſollicit 
his regard. Several of theſe the women 
would have ſav'd; but the ark was 
clos'd by the ſeal of Gop, and no in- 
habitant of the ſea was to enter there, 


Whatever, ſaid Noan, is appointed 
for life, this floating manſion already 
contains; and however the falling earth 
and waters be intermix'd, or whatever 
dangers the fiſhes ſuffer from the falling 
rocks, the DELIVERER will direct ſuch 
numbers to their fecure abodes, that the 
lives of many ſhall be ſpar'd, and when 
the limits of the land and ſea ſhall be 
again determin'd, neither ſea nor river 
ſhall want its inhabitants, 
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In the confines of the ſtarry ſky, 
where old Night and Chaos ſtrangers to 
the creative word, inceflant roar, is a 
folitary moon, of ſeven moons the moſt 
remote ; theſe roll round a planet of 
magnitude immenſe, on which the ſun 
ſhines with languid beams, To this 
moon flew the angel of death, and with 
him, the diſembody'd ſouls of ſinners, 
where alighting, they cover'd the whole 
ſurface with a pale Cimerian gloom. As 
in weſtern Thule, flights of emigrant 
birds, innumerable ſteer through the 
pathleſs air, their CREATOR their uner- 
ring guive, and clapping their wings, 
alight, covering the rocks and moun- 
tains, where they erect their tranſitory 
domains : "Thus flew theſe wan ſpec- 
tres, and thus clapp'd their ſounding 
wings. But while they lay amidſt the 
benumbing froſt, this ſentence is thun- 
der'd forth, Ye ſpirits impure, ſhall 
lie in the fleep of death, while the 
earth ſhall laſt, till the mighty trumpet 
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ſhall awake you to a ſecond judgment. 
Then the angel of death, ſtriking them 
with his ebon wand, they ſunk down. 
How unlike this, was the fate of thoſe 
fouls who had newly enter'd their in- 
fant bodies, and whom the flood ſur- 
priz'dere they wereripen'd into thought! 
Theſe the angel bore into the luminous 
Zones of the ſun, and there open'd to 
their ravith'd yiew, celeſtial knowledge, 
and heavenly love. But far above the 
terreſtrial ſun RAPHAEL catry'd thoſe, 
-who mature in underſtanding, at the 
firſt appearance of the deluge, - had 
turn'd to Gop, and on whom he had 
deign'd to ſmile, 


Veſted in crimſon, adorn'd with 
ſtreams of light, paſs'd fifteen genial 
days, brightening the fields of. liquid 
air, and diffuſing freſh ſpirits into the 
men, . beaſts and birds in the ark. This 
was the gracious CREATOR's will, and 
of this they had need; for ſoon were 
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* the loaded clouds again fill'd, ſoon did 
4 they darken the azure ſky, and ſoon 
were tempeſts again to rend the air 
; for the comet with a ſwifter motion than 
that of the moon, haſtening through 
the ſolar region, ſeem'd leaving the 
Z heavens, when on reaching the con- 
1 ſtellation Aries, it ſuddenly turn'd, 
3 and with equal velocity haſted back to 
the ſpaces on this ſide the ſun. It now 


approach'd the earth, its diſk and hery 


tail, increaſing, threaten'd the globe 
with new oceans. Not without appre- 
* henfions, yet with tranquil reliance on 
their Divins PRoTECTOR, who had 
* hitherto cover'd them, with his al- 


mighty wings, Noan and his family, 


7 beheld the dreadful fight. 


Over the 1 hover'd the benevo- 


© lent RArRHAEL in a celeſtial pavillon of 
2 ethereal clouds; of web inviſible, and 
for human eyes too fine; OW this pa- 
þ an fell no rain, and immeveable 
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amidſt the boiſterous ſtorms, a celeſtial 
effulgence excluded all darkneſs, Of: 
did he enter the ark, and Rand viſible 
before Noa, in the apartment to which 
he retir'd at noon. Shrouded by the 
darkneſs of an human form, he thus 
fat by our father, honouring him with 
angelic converſe. Then ſoar'd man up 
to the loweft thoughts of angels, and 
the angel deſcended to human ſubli- 
mity. Hrs preſence was not conceal'd 
from Noan's family; oft did they 
hear the melody of his voice: often 
did they perceive his looks benign; but 
reſtrain d bydacred awe, either ſtood at a 
diftance, or purſu'd their daily occu- 
pations, in diſtributing proviſions to the 
animals committed to their care, or in 
waſhing thoſe in large veſſels, who di- 
wide their les betwera the land and 
Water. 6 | 


, RAPHAEL now came array'd in the 


laſtre of the morning to Noam, who ; 
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was in the room adorn'd with prophe- 
tic paintings, where he was praying to 
that Power, who had built him a houſe 
on the floods, The angel food in re- 
verential ſilence, till Noa aroſe from 
bis knees, and then ſat down on a 
ſopha by his fide. Needleſs woyld it 
have been far him to have defir'd this 2 at- 
tention to his diſcourſe. 


This morning, O Noan, aid he, 
I return'd fromthe empyreum, Where 
Jehova hasereced his throne. Ra- 
pid was my flight, that the axk might 
not dong be laft alone, though during 
my abſence the omnipotent eye of 
Go was upon it. In proceeding thi- 
cher, I, by the Divine command, con- 
duQed to the aſſembly of the fathers in 
the higheſt Heavens, thoſe ſouls Who in 
a world of profligate ſinners, reverenc'd 
the Mosr Hien, and perſever'd in the 
practice of virtue, for on them he had 
ew look'd-down, ani from them 
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turn'd not his face, though he permitted 
them to be involv'd with ſinners, in 
the deſtroying flood. Virtue cannot 
deliver from the ſtroke of death; but 
higher rewards await her, than earth 
can beſtow. A multitude, obſcure 
and unknown, but precious in the eye 
of Gop, and by him alone obſerv'd, 
collected from all regions, aſſembled 
about me from the deep, where they 
had been detain'd by the body, and 
ſleeping. were ſolac'd with beatific vi- 
fions. - Amongſt them. were ſome of 
the deſcendants of 'SETH, wheſe con- 
ſciences awaken'd by the red comet's 
fery blaze, reviv'd in their minds the 
almoſt effac'd ideas of virtue, and of 
the'REDEEMER, who ſhould cruſh the 
head of the ſerpent, and looking up to 
Gop, had with deep contrition and ſin- 
cerity of heart, implor'd pardon and 
i!lumination. Others, a nobler band, 
who had offer'd no victims to the infer- 
nal monarch, who had not acknow- 
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ledg'd a blind Deſtiny, nor bow'd the 
knee to idols; who, inſtead of being 
ſlaves to appetite, were unmov'd by the 
examples of the wicked, and faithful to 
the Lord their Maker: their chief 
care being to approve themſelves to the 
MosT H16n ; They had bravely borne, 
far the cauſe of truth, the mockery of 
the giddy people, and the implacable 
hatred of the idolatrous prieſts. Among 
my charge, I diſcover'd and embrac'd 
LAOMER and his worthy ſons, 
who will no longer feel the perſecutor's 
rage, and for whom are reſerv'd crowns 
of everlaſting glory. At the head of 
this ſele& band, I gently flew, while 
they follow'd me, without wearineſs, 
and ſome I took on my protecting 
wings. 3 


. t " theſe ow with vigorous 
wing ſeyeral, refin'd ſouls; TRHINZA, a 
poor laborious widow, who ſpent her 
life with innocence and, purity, dhe 
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was pious ſipright and reſign'd: She 
ſubſiſted by ſpinning, weigh'd the yarn 
ſhe delivered with honeſt care, and the 
mean reward of her induſtry, ſhar'd 
among her ſix children. 


HAsEM ſeem'd born for ELIZ A, her 
inclination to virtue, and her taſte for 
moral beauty, promis'd him golden 
days, but to another ſhe had given her 
hand. His love was therefore dan- 
gerous to virtue, and in a diſſolute 
age, when inveſted with power to ac- 
compliſh his wiſhes, he bravely re- 
ſolv'd to ſee her no more; and thus by 
a generous effort, deliver'd his foul 
from perdition. 


ELirPHAs had been entruſted by the 
dying SYCHEM with three thouſand 
pieces, of gold, which he was to deliver 
to HEIM. Na witneſs was preſent ; 
no acknowledgement given; and HE- 
LIM beſides being immenſely rich, and 
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extremely voluptuous, was his invete- 
rate enemy. ELIPHAs labour'd under ex- 
treme indigence, and that ſum would 
have been the ſource of earthly proſpe- 
rity, while his appropriating it to his 
own uſe, muſt to man have remain'd a 
fecret, yet ELI HAS confiding in the 
providence of the MosT HiGcn, deli- 
ver'd the entruſted ſum to HELINH, and 
continu'd to eat the bread of care; for 
no diſtreſs could ſhake his inflexible 
probity. 


SALMON, a ſlave in the bloom of 
youth, eagerly ſpurn'd the kifles ob- 
truded on him by lips breathing the 
fragrance of ſpring. He bridled his 
own warm deſires, from obedience to 
the commands of his CREATOR, and 
His reverence for the-marriage bed of a 
tyrannic maſter, Thrice had he broke 
from her wanton arms, till bound in 
chains, ſhe forc'd him to receive her 
dangerous embraces, when the ſwelling 
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ſurge breaking in upon them, he re- 
BS S P 3 
joic'd in his dcliverance, 


HELAzZz and Apa ſaw their moſt 
amiable ſon, who was ſuckled by the 
breaſt of virtue, expire. SUAH was 
like a young tree, planted by the purl- 
ing brook, whole branches ſpread over 
the water. His bloom of life, pro- 
duc'd the fruit of age, and in him 
breath'd the Divine Spirit. They hop'd 
that his years would have been pro- 
long'd till the coming of the Mgss1an, 
that he might attend and ſerve him; 
but death laid low this new blown 
flower. While they were lamenting 
him, the fluices of the abyſs were 
open'd, and embracing each other, they 
with pleas'd ſerenity, receiv'd the flood, 
rejoicing that they ſhould aſcend to the 
regions of light, and join their beloved 
ſon. 
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The hoſpitable SohAc had expended 
half his ſubſtance in the generous offices 


. r 


of humanity. In the lonely darkneſs 


8 


of the night, and when the piercing 
eaſt wind blew, he receiv'd and enter-, 
tain'd the ſtranger, The neceſſitous 
viſited SoBAC, and went away rejoic- 
ing. At length wretches in the diſ- 
guiſe of poverty, robb'd him of the 
other half. Not a ſingle complaint 
eſcap'd him. Rid of the earthly load, 
ſaid he, my ſoul ſhall ſoar with lighter 
wings: I am only concern'd that the 
2 food of the indigent and the ſtranger, is 


„ os * I , 
DS Le Bans bs 


taken from me. May the Mosr Hicn, 


whom, with grateful heart, I will ever 
2 adore, take me to himſelf, ſince my 
buſineſs in life is now over, and my 
office of piving relief to others is ex- 
pir'd. SoBAC then perceiv'd the riſing 
flood, and joyfully welcom'd its ap- 
2 proach, 
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Ina had two brothers born of her 
mother, the daughter of JaRap. Al! 
three had one heart, that glow'd with 
the hope of the ſalvation to be accom- 
pliſh'd dy the ſeed of the woman. The 
brothers Jay chain'd in priſon with 
robbers: They were ſentenc'd to be 
burnt by the conſuming flames, for 
their magnanimity in boldly acknow- 
ledging, before the aſſembled worſhip- 


pers of Orchus, their faith in the pro- 


mis'd SAviouR, and execrating SA- 
TAN and APRAMELECH., They taught 


the robbers to know the conqueror of 


SATAN, and while praiſing Gop 
were deliver'd by the waters of the 
deluge. 


ABDoN one of the people who, in 
Maſis had bound thee, O Noan, had 
at the menace of the threatening comet, 
reflected on thine admonitions, and be- 
coming ſenfible of his ſins, humbled 
himſelf before the ALMIGHTY, and 
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preach'd the approaching judgment. 
He bravely utter'd the truth even be- 
fore AsDoD, declaring that the mur- 
derous ſword, and the anguiſh of tor- 
ture can never inſtruct the underſtand- 
ing—never lead to piety and virtue — 
never be agreeable to that gracious Be- 
ing who delights in mercy, AsDoD 
heard him and was enrag'd; he caus'd 
him to be loaded with irons ; he con- 
fin'd him in priſon, and order'd that he 
ſhould be thrown to the lions; but the 
floods came and overwhelm'd both the 
martyr and the tyrant, 


Hus Ax receiv'd an injury, but the per- 
ſon who injur'd him that night met with 
affliction, and the next day Hus Ax ſent 
him relief. His delight was to forgive. 
He ſubdu'd the envious by his le- 
nity, and evil-doers by his kindneſs, 
The wife of Husan lay bound with 
the cords of ignorance; ſhe was good 
when the tranquil blood enforc'd good- 
neſs, and like_ a tame beaſt, was mild 


116 N O A H. Book X. 


and gentle thro' weakneſs, But Hu- 
SAN's ſoul, triumphant ſtretch'd its 
pintons, He diſcover'd that virtue 
being founded on beauty and harmony, 
is endu'd with attractive charms. Thus 
was his virtue buiic on knowledge, and 
his liberality low'd from reflection. In 
the ſilent hour of meditation would he 
cry, How ſweet, O virtue, ate thine 
engaging beauties! I am enamour'd 
with thine excellence, and my delights 
are thoſe of the SUPREME SOURCE OF 
GoopxEss. This already pours a ſet- 
tied complacency over my mind, But 
what an infinite fund of felicity muit 
be contain'd in the knowledge of that 
great BEING who is the uncreated 
FounTAiNn of order, beauty and har- 
mony, and of the wiſdom viſible in all 
His various works! in thy refulgence 
O ſun ! in thy flowery boſom O earth 
But from all my enquiries, ſuch know- 
ledge is precluded. Oh that I was ac- 
quainted with the comprehenſive pow- 
ers of the human mind, and all the 


= 
0 . * 4 4 
te tb 20 ates > ati. 
* * 


* OW 
P 


« N 


* 


e ow 12 r n 


naon RF; N © AH: 


yarious orders of beings that fill up that 
immenſe diſtance between Gop and me! 
How much is my knowledge confin'd 
to the ſons of the duſt? How much 
am I a ſtranger to the ways of the 
Mosr Hich, and His dealings with 
mankind ? Tho' to my ever-attentive 
ear, there» is no ſound in the creation 
that does not ſpeak of Gon; my eyes 
which receive His light, and range 
through the earth and ſky, every where 
ſee ſomething of Him. Oh how I fear 
ſome fatal offence has induc'd Him to 
turn His face from man; He hides 
Himſelf, and we grope in darkneſs, But 
when my ſoul ſhall ſhake off this en- 
cumbring fleſh, I ſhall ſurely fee and 
know Him better : His bright irradia- 
tions will then diſperſe the clouds of 
ignorance and folly that now hover 
round me, and I ſhall then be taught 
to worſhip and adore Him as I ought. 
Theſe were his pleaſing hopes, when 
the. riſing flood deliver'd him from his 
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houſe of clay, and now he lives in the 
bleſs'd region, where pure knowledg: 
flows in upon him in a perpetual 
{tream, and where enraptur'd, he enjoys 
the beatitic viſion. 


With this precious charge, and other 
noble minds, I proceeded to the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, and there having ar- 


ray'd them in glory, conducted them 


to the embraces of Apam. LAMERCA 
thy father was not among the other pa- 
triarchs then with the father of men. 
He had long entertain'd a deſire to viſit 
this globe, that he might ſee the delive- 
rance of thee his ſon. This Laweca 
communicated to ADAM, who on this 
account beſought the Lorp, and in 
the divine look, both ſaw his permiſſi- 
on. LAMECH had therefore ſet out a- 
lone, taking his way through the ſtarry 
heavens. His flight exceeds that of the 
wing'd lightening, but is leſs ſwift than 
that of the angels, which keeps pace 
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with the ſunbeams. I have ſeen him 
in his way through the ſtill wilds of 
ether, between ſuns innumerable, with 
their attendant worlds: a ſight ſtupen- 
douſly magnificent! Knowing the fix'd 
ſtar, which enlightens this earth, he 
with unweary'd wings, haſtens to it, 
and gently hovering, alights at URIEI's 
reſidence. That angel is not now there ; 
but is gone with an angelic train that 
rule over the ſun, and the regions with- 
in its orbit, to the oppoſite fide of that 
luminous body, on account of the near 
approach of the comet. Theſe celeſtial 
ſpirits alſo inftru& the ſouls which re- 
ſort thither, in bodies not form'd of the 
duſt, but all in eſſential beauty dreſs'd ; 
their ſubſtance interwoven light, by 
ſkill unſearchable adapted to their uſe, 
and fitted to beat the ſolar flame, re- 
joicing in that light to human eye inſup- 
portable; while they ſee and feel what 
eſcapes thy groſſer ſenſes. LAMERCH 
no ftands on a tower, converſing with 
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the inhabitants of the ſun, URIEI's 
friends, and thence looks down on the ſo- 
lar ſyſtem, ſees the path where rolls the 
abode of man, beyond the circle of 
Phoſphorus, to this earth the harbinger 
of day; ſees alſo the Moon's ſilver 
diſk, yet in vain ſeeks the earth, which 
is obſcur'd. I perceive him dart- 
ing his eye around, I muſt therefore 
leave thee to remove his ſolicitude, 
and inform him of thy preſervation, 
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RAPHAEL then aſcended towards the 
ſun, where the radiant inhabitants 
ſtood converſing with Lamtcn, who 
appear'd viſible amidſt the radiant 
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celeſtial effulgence as too ſtrong, even 
1 for the ſight of the inhabitants of that 
||| q planet, who liſten'd to his words, 
Fit while he related to them the fate of 
the earth and its inhabitants, 
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brightrieſs, though he had veil'd his 
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LAMECH having given them this ac- 
count, one of the bright ſpirits reply'd, 
As the earth is the third of thoſe globes 
that revolve round the ſun, we fre⸗ 
quently ſend down a look thither, fol- 
lowing the light tranſmitted from this 
ſtar. We lately ſaw the comet ſur- 
rounded with denſe clouds, approach 
that orb, to pour the impending deluge. 
Under-it faded the beautiful appearance 
of the variegated earth, and death ftalk'd 
over hill and dale. By this event, the 
ſun is a loſer, as well as that its attend- 
ant world, accuſtom'd to behold its 
light: it ſuffers a loſs of new inhabi- 
tants, which thence reſorted to it, as 
from the other five opake worlds, whoſe 
track is round this radiant orb. "Thoſe 
ſouls whoſe union with the body, was 
diſſol vd, before reaſon could exerts its 
power, were by their guardian angels 
brought up hither, where they were 
inveſted with bodies of light, and en- 
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gag'd in employments adapted to the 
diſcovery of the admirable wiſdom diſ- 
play'd in the works of the CREATOR, 
Thus no ſmall number of the inhabi- 
tants of the ſun have left their guilty fa- 
thers on earth, where they were plung'd 
in vice. The laſt colony that came, 
left their earthly bodies under the ſurge, 
which now, on every ſide, encom- 
paſles the globe, and theſe were a moſt 
numerous hoſt. Their conductors relat- 
ed of their parents actions moſt wicked, 
moſt horrible, and ſuch as could only 
be committed by thoſe who had ſhook 
off humanity, and ever grovell'd in the 
duſt, Theſe have rous'd the CREA- 
ToR's wrath, and kindled anger in that 
face, where love and mercy fit en- 
thron'd. Yet pity has check'd his an- 
ger, and that the whole race might not 
be deſtroy'd, He has prefery'd one fami- 
ly, that of Noan, LAuzcu's ſon, of 
SeTH's and Enocn's lineage, Oh how 
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was 4 4 raviſh'd at the tydings of my 
brother Noan's preſervation | I was 
born on earth, I liv'd in a body of duſt, 
Noan's brother, and Lamecn's ſon, 
of thirty the youngeſt. Noan, the firſt- 
born, God only permitted to grow up 
to maturity; me and my brothers, the 
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angel of death pluck'd green from the 

f ſtem, the bloſſom ſcarce Ale. 

F T bus ſpake the lucent 3 when 

| LAaMECH haſtily anſwer'd, Art thou 

: Mich, my youngeſt child !—My Mi- 

cha, of whom I had ſuch hopes—whom 
* in thine opening bloom, which pro- 
—mis'd the faireſt fruits, death ſnatch'd 
* away? And is that denſe earthly frame 
n- I replac'd by this fair luminous form? 
n- How irrational were my lamentations 
ot Wl for thing early death! O my fon, 
let thy | happy father's arms receive 
of wee. 8 
OW | 
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MIcHA enraptur'd ſunk on La- 
MECH's boſom; He embrac'd not an 
airy form; for LAMRcRH had inveſted 
the radiancy of his celeſtial light, with 
beams more compact. 


In the mean while RAHAEL with 
expanded wings alighted on the battle- 
ments of UR1EL's reſidence, and La- 
MECH inſtantly knowing him, ap- 
proach'd with reverential obeiſance, 
while the inhabitants of the ſun, re- 
ſpectfully withdrew. O RATHAEL 
ſaid he, one of the principal meſſen- 
gers who carries the commands of the 
Mosr Hic to the earth, who viſiteſt 
it with benign joy, to make known to 
mortal man the ways of the Lok, 
auſpicious is the hour, which brings 
thee here to me. Thou wilt conduct my 
ſolitary flight to the abode of man, 
which after a long ſeareh, I cannot 
find. Alas, how ſhould 1? J hear the 
night, of death hath wrapp'd it up in 
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ſhades that lie extended over it, form- 
ing a gloom impenetrable to the ſight. 
In the track where that globe us'd to 
roll, I ſee the ſilver moon purſuing its 
courſe, near a ſable ſpot. Is that ſpot 
the abode of man ? Tell me what has 
befallen it, and whither is Noa con- 
vey'd ; for I know he is committed to 
thy protection. 


123 


RAPHAEL reply'd, I am not come 
here without deſign: From yonder ob- 
ſcur'd earth, I ſaw thee with uncertain 
ſep, and ſolicitous look, wandering on 
the battlements, Thou ſeeſt on the 
darken'd ball a point ſomewhat lumi- 
nous, that point of light is reflected 
from a veſſel, built after a model 
Gop himſelf ſent to Noan, and ſtill 
foats ſafe on the ſwelling deep, With- 
in that ſmall receptacle, are contain'd 
ſome: of every ſpecies of animals; all 
ethers have periſh'd in the univerſal 
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inundation, rais'd from the chambers 
of the deep, and encreas'd by the wa- 
ters of a comet. Twice will it come 
to ravage its borders, and ſpread new 
oceans on the terreſtial ball. Many 
days of impetuous rain the ark has al- 
ready ſuſtain'd, and few have afforded 
chearing light: days whoſe wings bend 
under winds and ſtorms, yet the float- 
ing. ark ſhall they not hurt, I will 
preſerve it. I will direct its courſe in 
fafety, through tempeſts, darkneſs and 
the tumultuous deep, Sometimes with 
darken'd wings, I hover about it in- 
viſible. Sometimes I ſhew myſelf with- 
in the ark, holding friendly converſe 
with Noan and his family. This the 
MosT Hic# has enjoin'd, leſt the 
length of lowering days ſhould pout 
its melancholy influence into their 
hearts, Till che earth be freed from 
the waters, and I have plac'd the 
ark ſecure on land riſing above che 
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Rood, I return not to the bliſsful abodes 
of Heaven. Thou indeed mayſt return 
to that ſeat of joy, where happineſs is 
prepar'd for thine arrival, a multitude 
of ſelect ſouls, rais'd ſrom the deluge, 
are now with the patriarchs, whoſe 
freight forſaken paths they follow'd. 
On them the Mosr Hrcn has look'd 
down complacent ; He rais'd them from 
their tabernacles of clay, and by His 
order, I have conducted them to the 
celeſtial abodes, My duty now demands 
my return to the ark, - 
LAMECH anſwer'd : One ally'd to 
fuffering man, though himſelf in a ſtate 
of felicity, cannot unmov'd hear the 
extinction of his ſpecies; yet I have 
leſs cauſe to bewail the whole world of 
the cruel, impious, and profane, than to 
rejoice that Gop is ſo far pleas'd to ho- 


nour one righteous man, as to appoint 
bim the reftorer of the loft world, and 
G 4 
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that this man is my ſon. His deliverance 
is indeed, great and glorious, but a delive- 
rance infinitely more glorious ſhall one 
day be accompliſh'd; for from him ſhall 
deſcend the ſon of the MosT HI. 


The ſeraph without reply flew from 
the ſun to the earth, where LAMECH 
obſerv'd him alight. Noan, his ſon, had 
not yet chang'd his attitude. HUSAN's 
hiſtory, and his being conducted by the 
benevolent angel into the empyreum, 
there to acquire the wiſdom after which 
he panted, and enjoy the beatific viſion, 
made ſuch an impreſſion on all his facul- 
ties, that in ſpeechleſs tranſport he ſtill 
ſat with his head bent, and reſting on 
his hand, when the angel, who was al- 
ready return'd, ſtood before him, and 
ſaid, 
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Lanzen, no longer fill'd with 
doubtful conjectures in relation to the 
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paternal heart. 
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earth, and freed from all concern about 
thee, his ſon, will now fly back, carry- 
ing various tydings to the pattiarchs. 
He has been recompens'd for his viſit 
to the ſun by the ſatis faction he felt in 
ſeeing and embracing with paternal af- 
fection, one of the happy inhabitants of 


that luminary, Micaa, his youngeſt 


ſon, and thy brother, whom the angel 
of death diſmiſs'd from the earth ; but 
his guardian angel convey'd him to the 


ſun, and inveſted his pure ſpirit with 


fine members and a lovely form, that he 


might. obſerve the wiſdom viſible in the 


ſinleſs works of the great CREATOR, 


LAME CH unexpectedly found him 


there; for the ETERNAL FATHER had 
provided this tender pleaſure for his 
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Noan, now fill'd with new aſtoniſh- 
ment, was long loſt in thought, ere he 
could range his ideas; but at length 
recovering ſpeech, he cry'd ; "PE 
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What a treaſure of joyful tydings, 
haſt thou, O celeſtial ſpirit, laid before 
me ! What a proſpe& of the ways of 
Gop at once ruſh upon me, and ſtrike 
my ſoul with wonder ! "Thou bringeſt 
to me a view of the love of Gop that 
pierces through my ſoul, and ſeems to 
intoxicate all its powers. No mortal 
without leiſure can arrange ſuch a mul- 
titude of thoughts; but the circling 
hours will unobſery'd paſs by, when I 


expatiate on what thou, in few words, 


haſt naw reveal'd, while the infinite 
importance of theſe divine images, re- 
viv'd by contemplation, will from this 


Ven. 
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and the reſt of thy family will for ſome 
time longer make it neceſſary for me to 
revive your drooping ſpirits in this con- 
Kn'd dwelling ; for ſtill is zhe hour ap- 
pointed for your leaving it at a diſtance, | 


narrow manſion raiſe our ſouls to Hea- | 
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and again mountainous clouds are to 
approach from afar, and a new fea is 
to be pour'd over the firſt; but you 
mall not want ſubjects ſufficient to em- 
ploy and ſtrengthen your minds, that 
they, as well as your bodies, may be pre- 
ferv'd firm and active while in the ark. 


RAPHAEL thus fpake, and then diſ- 
appear'd. In the mean time, Lauren 
ftay'd no longer in the fun than to 
diefs Micha and his radiant brothers, 
then return'd ſerene, by the way he 
dame. 


While haſting towards the extremity 
of the ſtarry firmament, under him he 
perceives in a fmall moon, myriads of 
ſpirits, repofing on the flowers of aſ- 
phodel; this exciting Lamecn's curio- 
fity, he dropp'd his wings to take a 
a nearer view, They who had before 
appear'd on the care in exalted ſta- 
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tions, inflated with their pre- eminence, 


there lay mingled with the vulgar, 
their titles and dignities of no avail, 


The patriarch ſoftly breathing into one 


of them his enlivening breath, rais'd 


him from the ſleep of death. He awoke, 


ſaw the effulgent ſpirit ſtand before 
him, and heard his voice. Of what 
ſpecies, ſaid Lamtcn, art thou; and 
the multitude here fleeping, with thee ? 
Alas, I now. plainly. ſee ye are thoſe 
whom the deluge, by a, righteous ſen- 
tence, has at once ſwept from their bo- 
dies. An account of that race of har- 
den'd ſinners, who heap'd impiety on 
impiety, have reach'd my ears. 


The unhappy ſoul anſwer'd trem- 
bling, Thy conjectures are juſt, we are 
the ſpirits of the flagitious multitudes 
who have been ſuddenly ſeparated from 
our bodies by the avenging deluge, and 
brought hither by an angel of death, 
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riv'd ? I flatter'd myſelf with the hopes 

that. before that ſummons, we ſhould 
have ſlept many ages. Oh have we al- 
M7 ready done ſo? If we have we are a- 
3 wak'd tao ſoon. Oh! that ſleep in this 
dreary. frozen clime, would bind me 


down with adamantine chains, never 
t more to wake | Or is it only thy curio- 
4 ſity, which, too forward, has wak'd me 
? from my eaſy ſleep? Oh let me fink 
fe again into my former ſlumber, that ſtu- 
pefaction and forgetfulneſs 1 ſtill 
3= ©} theſe inward horrors | 
Te 1 5 * 
on LAuck reply'd, Who waſt thou 
amidſt this miſerable multitude ?— 


., Þ relate the hiſtory of thy life, and then 
m- ſeek the repoſe of this death - like fleep. 
are g Oh that I could hide it from Gop, cry'd 
des be, from angels and men! I was next 
om to MaGoc, the delegate of Omnipo- 
and A tence. Haſt thou not heard of Ty- 
ath, 73 pokR? I was the inhuman Typos, 
ar- lord of the prince's ſlaves. His deſtro 
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ing arm was committed to my guidante, 
and I pointed it againſt every thing no- 
ble and virtuous—againſt all who did 
not reverence his commands, as thoſe 
of the Deity. I taught him to be la- 
viſh of human blood, I taught him, 
that he alone was free, and ſervile ſub- 
jektion the portion of all others, I 1 
caus'd his moſt cruel commands to be 
executed with as much certainty as 
the well-aim'd dart hits the mark. Be- 


Fore him filial duty, the laws of honour, 


maternal affection, and bridal love, 


were to keep filence, It was Il Wo 


kindled his confuming fury, The Chu- 
fites, thy flaves, faid I, have a neck of 
ſtint, and cannot bend to obedience ; 
therefore oblige them, for the flighteſt 
crimes, to rip open their own- bowels : * 
They deſpiſe death, and, to render it 
terrible, it muſt aſſume new forms. I I 
bad the gift of inventing new modes of 1 
dying. It was I who contriv'd the pil- ö 
lar round the top of which was faſten'd 
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iron hooks, on which they Who diſ- 
pleas'd me were thrown from the bat- 
tlements of a tower. Thus the body, 
or ſome limb, being caught by one of 
theſe, the wretch drank death, with 
flow draughts, and keenly felt the 
pain of dying. I was alſo the author 
of the ſteel bride, whoſe murderous 
arms opening, {ſwift claſp'd again, and 
kill'd embracing. When ' crowds of 
people proftrated themſelves in the duſt 
before the facred altar of Magog our 
king, the ſons of Laomer dar'd to de- 
ny his divinity, and ſtood erect with 
look compos'd. Macog order'd them 
to be crucify'd ; but the ſun declaring 
himſelf in their favour, withdrew his 


light, Macoe then fell by an invi- 


fible blade, and on the return of the 


I light, the audacious youths were not 
feund, AR Ax ES ſucceeded to the 


throne, under whom I alſo rul'd, and 
made the land of Chus drunk with its 
nobleſt blood, While I was thus ſ6- 
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curing the kingdom to ARAxEs, nei- 
ther the dreadful comet, whoſe fiery ap- 
pearance daily deepen'd, nor the thun- 
der of the voice rolling through the 
clouds, check'd my delight in murder; 
for the face diſtorted with the agonies 
of death, afforded me the higheſt plea- 
ſure. Amidſt. my. daily exultations, 
LAoMER and his ſons ventur'd to 
leave their retreat, and preach to the 
people of Chus, when I order'd them 
to be crucify'd before their father's 
face; but while I was triumphing in 
their deſtruction, the deluge came, 
and I expir'd. | 


Thus ſpake the: infernal ſoul, and 
nodding, ſunk into forgetfulneſs. La- 
MECH with pain'd ear, had heard his 
horrid tale, and then cry'd, Was this 


wretch a man? Or did he come from 


Hell diſguis'd in the human form, as 
the conceal'd inſtrument of SATAN's 
malice? Oh how are the human race 
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ſunk into the reſemblance of SAT AN 
How is the DiviNE image disfigur'd.! 


LamEcn ſhock'd and offended, 
flew from the cold planet, acroſs the 
etherial regions, into the ſilent waſte, 
which. extends between them and Hea- 
ven, and ſoon reach'd the confines of 
the celeſtial world, whoſe ſacred orbit 
is encompaſs'd with ſuns. On his en- 
tering it, he related the manner of the 
earth's deſtruction, and the preſerva- 
tion of man in the ark; but his infor- 
mation was now no longer new: the 
bleſs'd ſouls, Who emerging from the 
flood, had been conducted to Heaven, 
had already ſpread the amazing narra- 
tive, and in their embraces LAuEch's 
concern vaniſh'd, 


In the meanwhile the comet return- 
ing from the ſun, again approach'd the 
earth, which once more felt its force, 


penetrating the vaſt depth of the wa- 
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ters, even to its centre, and in this 
laſt colliſion, left behind ſeveral igne- 
ous maſſes of vaſt extent, torn from it 
by the earth's powerful attraQtion. The 
ſcene of this ſecond conflict was in the 
fouth, oppoſite the region which had 
beheld the firſt ; but the ark was in the 
northern fea, and Noa felt it carry'd 
with rapidity towards the ſouth, where 
J. the attractive comet having drawn the 
waters into ſwelling mountains, the 
northern deep ruſh'd thither with fwift- 


eft motion, and with no Jeſs velocity |: 
return'd, when the waters freed from | 


the comet's draught, again overfpread 
the tracks, from which they had been 
drawn, At this crifis, the protecting 


ſeraph, withdrew not his eye from the 


ark. 


Now numberleſs clouds, big with 
rain, diſcharg'd themſelves on the earth, 


and were inſtantly replac'd by others, 


TH 
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brought by the obedient winds. Nine- 
ty times the day deſcended from the 
Heavens, loaded with freſh clouds, 
from the ſpoils of the comet, in this its 
ſecond approach, which now proceed- 
ed towards Arcturus, to purſue a courſe 
of ages; winding round innumerable 
ſtars, through an excentric curve of in- 
tricate immenſity. 


THE END or THE TEN TH Book, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


RAPHAEL explains to Noan the pro- 
phetic paintings, and he reveals them to 
Mircea and his children, JayatTtH 


dreams that he 1s in the world of ſouls, and 


is entertain'd with a general hiſtory of his 
offspring. The dreadful viſion of TH a- 
MAR. The flood begins to retire into the 
caverns of the earth, and mountains of a- 
mazing height are form'd. The land gra- 
dually appears, and ſoon becomes cloathed 


with verdure, on ſeeing which Deroran 


utters a ſong of praiſe. Ham obſerving, 
that the axis of the earth 1s chang'd, fore- 
tells that it will produce various ſeaſons, 
and SHEM concludes from the earth being 
now compoſed of heterogeneous parts, that 
it will be leſs prolific, and the life of 
man reduced to a ſhorter date. 
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TYAURING months of gloomy and 


unpleaſant days, was Noan's 


preſery'd family confin'd within the 
narrow compaſs of the floating ark, 
with the beaſts of the held, and the 
fowls of heaven, unequal and dull 
companions for thinking beings, yet 
they ſpread not the leaſt cloud on the 
countenances of its inhabitants, nor 
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did the time fly with heavy wing. Their 
miraculous preſervation in the ark, and 
their employments in it, were power- 
ful motives to acquieſcence, to joy. 
Gop, in preference to the whole race 
of mankind, had confer'd on them, the 
honour of being the guardians of the 
terreſtrial creation: they were agents 
under that wiſe and gracious Being 
who ſees and diſpoſes all things, and 
confiding in His unerring wiſdom, 
what ſhould diſturb them? For, tho 
ſurrounded by the flood, they were not 
ſecluded from an intercourſe with Hea- 
ven. Thus liv'd the exil'd PRILocLES 
on a mountain, the favourite receſs of 
the virtuous GALLUs, paſſing years of 
ferenity, without even a tranſient cloud 
of melancholy. With inward pleaſure 
he obſerv'd the ſucceſs of his medicinal 
{kill in the recovery of thoſe who were 
ſinking into the grave; to the agoniz- 
ing grief of the inconſolable wife, he 
reſtor'd the ' huſband, and to afflicted 
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parents their children; he even reſcu'd' 


thoſe from death, whom his generous 
aid had fill'd with malignant envy, 
Far' from the walk of ſcience, he prac- 
tis'd the ſanative art, contented that 
Providence, by his means, preſerv'd the 
laborious cottagers. | 


RAPHAEL in. his frequent viſits to 
Noan, had not conceal'd from him 
the hiſtory of the earth, and its inhabi- 
tants; and to mitigate the concern of 
that patriarch and his ſons, explain'd 
to them the beautiful paintings which 
adorn'd the ark ; mentioning the men, 
the hills and rivers, by thoſe names his 
deſcendants ſhould in future ages affix 
to. them. Before the angelic painter, 
the ETERNAL had diſplay'd the princi- 
pal circumſtances, He had foreſeen 
would attend the life of the great Rx- 
DEEMER, and thoſe were here diſplay'd 
in the moſt beautiful and ſtriking man- 


ner, in order to relieve and elevate the 
Vor, II. H 
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minds of the inhabitants, during their 
ſolitary conſinement. 


146 


Noan did not long conceal the hiſ- 
tory of the angelic work, from MͤII- 
CAH, his ſons, and their wives: they, 
abſorb'd in pleaſure, hung on his lips, 
while he decypher'd the events expreſs'd 
m each compartment. Rapt into the 
bliſsful time of the SAviouR's appear- 
ance, repreſented in the moſt lively 
manner to their view, they forgot the 
terrors of the flood, and the delights of 
Eden. Tranſported with extaſy at his 


recital, their eyes ſhone like thoſe of 


ADam, when led by M1CHAEL up the 
mauntain, he ſaw before him the ways 
of mankind, his deſcendants, in gra- 


dual fuceeſfion to the lateſt times: the | 


film caus'd by the deceptive fruit, be- 
ing firſt remov'd from his fight. How 


ere their hearts enflam'd with devotion | 
3 ſen by 


tion, 
in the 


.at Hearing that the: godlike perſon, 
who, in the firſt compartment, was 
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praying on the ſide of a mountain, was 
their SAVIOUR. 


Other and very different ſenſations, 
far from theſe, ſweet, ſoothing and di- 
vine, fill'd the minds of No An, on his 
deſeribing the hideous forms in the ſe- 
cond compartment, where the infernal 
powers, foes to Gop and man, fat in 
horrible divan; exalted was SATAN their 
chief, and on the ſteps of his throne, as of 
rank and might ſuperior to the count- 
leſs multitude below, was ADRAME» 
LECH and Morlock, BELIAL and Ma- 
800, all of whom, with frantic im- 


piety, conſpir'd the death of the Di- 
VINE SAVIOUR of man, 


Theſe, continu'd the patriarch, point- 
ing to another compartment, are the 
MEpiaToR's twelve attendants, cho- 


N ſen by him, in the days of his incarna- 


tion. They are diligently ſeeking him 
in the dark, at the foot of mount Oli- 
H 2 
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vet, while he is ſitting in a ſepulchre 
with Joan, his favourite diſciple, re- 
volving the ſublime myſtery, the in- 
conceivable plan of mercy, that the 
Son of the ETERNAL ſhould ſuffer 
death for the human race, See DE- 
BORAH, how this diſciple's refin'd ſou], 
ſhines in his graceful look, He who is 
ranging the wood with impatient eye 
and contracted brow, will be called 
Simon PETER. Obſerve Ham, what 
a warm heart glows in that face, The 
figure near him, who wil) have the 
name of "ANDREW, is his brother, and | 
the other, that ſtands by with ſuch an | 
open and friendly air, will be named 
Pr1L1e, whoſe lips, when he ſpeaks, | 
will drop honey, He who full of ſoli- | 
citude is going up the hill among the 
cedars, will be call'd James. That 
perſon, whoſe head is cover'd with ſil- f 
ver locks, will have the name of Bax- |: 
THOLOMEW ; obſerve his countenance, : 
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which is expreſſive of all that is great 
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and good. Theſe are all the ſons of 
ſanctity, ennobled by the pureſt virtue; 


and all of them preſerve an inviolable 


affection to their LoRD and SAvI OUR. 
That robuſt figure, with raven locks 
coming down the hill, will be call'd 
Jupas, and he, who from that cavern, 
leers at him, is the prince of Hell, 


meditating his ruin, Alas! one of my 


deſcendants will betray the Mess1an ! 


Here the patriarch ligh'd, 
ülent. 


and was 


THAMAR fearing that grief would 
induce him to break off his narrative, 


ſaid, Dear father, let us dwell no longer 


on that wretched man; but explain to us 
who are the other five, particularly he 


who ſeems to faint, while angels are 
haſting to his relief. 


Noa, willing to gratify the curioſi- 
ty of the affectionate THAMAR, an- 
ſwer'd, That is LEBBEUs, who though 

H 3 
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related to JuDAs, in nothing reſembles 
him; he is of a mild and gentle diſpo- 
ſition, and ſuch. is the tenderneſs of his 
heart, that he has a tear for every woe. 
Two nights being paſt ſince he ſaw the 
SAVIOUR, he fears, leſt his rancorous 
perſecutors have ſlain him, and-he ſhal! 
never ſee him more. 


Thus ſpake the patriarch, while his 
ſympathiz ing heart affected the accents 
of his voice, which tohis attentive hearers 
imparted like ſenſations, kindling in 
them an impatient thirſt for hearing 
more, which Noan's ſucceſſive natra- 
tives only ferv'd to eneieaſe. When 
diverted by neceſſary empleyments, the 
. patriarch intermitted his relations, they 
held delightful converſe on the intereſt- 
ing events, while their elevated hearts 
affecting their ſpeech, their lips over- 
flow'd with vloquence, 
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O joyful days of futurity, ſaid De- 
BORAH, which ſhall irradiate the life of 


; -the incarnate MepiaTor ! How bleſs'd 


muſt be the twelve diſciples, who ſhall 
fee him in his human form, and hear 
the ſacred ſublimity of his diſcourſe |! 
Worthy are they of fuch felicity. 
How my heart exults that he will 
meet with ſuch faithful friends! O 
that I could fee thoſe days, when the 
bleſs'd REDEEMER ſhall appear in the 


garb of humiliation ! 


- SHEM aniwer'd, Deep and wide is 
the gulph that lies between our timcs 
ard the appointed days of ſalvation, 
and the paflage to it is precluded by the 
boundaries ſet to our earthly life, This, 
dear ſpouſe, is a felicity reſerv'd for thine 
offepring. I know your hearts, my. 
dear- brothers, are too noble to envy 
me the honour, that the Mxss1an will 
condeſcend to receive his human form 
from one of my deſcendants, In this 
H 4 
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glorious hope, I am juſtify'd by the 
bleſſing of SirHA, who faid that from 


me a more excellent people ſhould ariſe, 
choſen and ſanctify'd to the ſervice of 


Go; to inſtruct them, prophets and 
prieſts ſhould be ſent, and at laſt the 


REpeemeR, who by His perfect obe- 
dience- ſhould fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
If the Mgss1aH be my ſon, he will be 
related to you; nay, he will be the 


affectionate brother of all the human 
race; for the good S1PHa added, that 
in Him all the various nations and 
languages of the peopled earth, ſhall 
rejoice and be bleſs'd. 


Ham reply'd, That our REDEEMER 
ſhall deign to receive his human body 
from thy iſſue, oppoſes our moſt 


warm and paſſionate wiſhes, for who 


would not covet the glorious title of 
Father of the Saviour ? But far from 
envying, we entertain the higher re- 
gard for him, whom the Saviour will 
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e J ſo highly diſtinguiſh as to term him fa- 
ther, condeſcending at the ſame time, 
* to be our kinſman and brother. But 
of 4 will that more excellent people of thy 
d progeny, whom Gop ſhall more parti- 
e cularly chooſe, ſanctify and inſtruct 


for his ſervice, be thoſe that will not 
know the MepiaToR, when conver- 
'e | ſant among them, and will not open 


their eyes to ſee the BLESSED or THE 


1C 

5 Lox ! 

at Ws 

1 SHEM abaſh'd, aniwer'd with a look 

11 of confuſion and concern, Juſtly haſt 
thou, O Ham, by this recollection, 

check'd my pride at an undeſerv'd 

An preference. Surely where the divine 

ay | glory ſhines, there can be no blind- 

ot J neſs. 

ho | 8 2 

of |) The following night a celeſtial intel- 

'm ligence flood before the bed of Ja- 

0 PHETH whoſe mind had been enrap- 

in tur'd by the great events lie had heard 
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deſcrib'd, and form'd a brilliant viſion 
of the manners and tranſactions of the 


nations that were to deſcend from him. 
Charm'd with the glorious view of 


What he had ſeen, he awak'd in an ex- 
taſy of joy, and haſted to communicate 


dis pleaſure to his brothers and their 
air ſpouſes. 


As T was in the night, faid he, ex- 
teriding my ideas to poſterity, and ru- 
minating on the numberleſs people who 
were to deſcend from me, their tem- 
pers, arts and cuſtoms, I fell aſleep, 
and ſuddenly found myſelf in a plain, 
profuſely adorn'd with flowers; ſtreams 
clearer than cryſtal water'd the luxuri- 
ant foil, and a grove laden with all the 
rich exuberance of autumn, ſpread along 
the ſloping hills, receiving the morn- 
ing's genial light. There multitudes of 
ſouls beyond all number, cut the air in 
wanton flight, or play'd on the leaves 
and flowers, but incapable of reflection, 
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their powers being merely confin'd to 


ſenſation. I thought that hereafter, 
when incorporated, they ſhould tread 
the world's conſpicuous ſtage ; and 
then from ſenſation riſe to thought ; be 
capable of ſtudy, and of inveſtigat- 
ing the ſeveral objects convey'd to 
them through their ſenſes. In the 
mean time, they were not without 
ſome reſemblance of the human form ; 
but too minute to be diſcern'd by the 
naked eye of man, I had quitted my 
body, and in their form, ſaw them 
with the eyes of the ſoul, and like 
them flew. with wings of light, from 
flower to flower. While I was ming- 
ling in their ſportiveneſs an aerial form, 
veſted with celeſtial radiance, preſent- 
ed himſelf before me, and thus ſpake. 


JarneTH, by a ſingular favour, thou 
art readmitted into the reſidence of 
the ſouls of men before their birth. 
Here with a faint conſciouſneſs of ex- 
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iſtence, they wait, till a celeſtial ſpirit 
calls them to the earth, to animate 
the body aſſign'd them. From hence 
it was that Apona ſummon'd thee to 
receive a body from Noa ; but the 
place thou no longer remembereſt : a 
potion given thee on thy entrance into 
thine earthly frame, effac'd the bright 
ideas. All the unborn thou ſeeſt here 
ſhall derive their bodies from thee, thy 
ſons, and their generations, who ſhall 
form fates and monarchies ; for from 
them fhall the earth be cover'd with 
mighty nations, who having loſt all 
ideas of their origin, ſhall be ſtrangers 
to each other, and. enemies contend- 
ing in bloody wars for mutual extinc- 
tion; ſome ſubduing others, and ſoon 
themſelves receiving the yoke of a ſu- 
perior power : In laws, manners, and 
arts, as various as in their number. A- 
mong thy deſcendants ſome characters 
will be ſtrongly mark'd, and evidently 
diſtinguiſh'd from the lineage of SEM 
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have kings who ſhall rule over the 
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and H AM. Among them generous 
breaſts ſnall glow with ſuch ardour for 
liberty as to acknowledge no ſovereign 
but one who governs by right and 
equity, while they with hardy bodies 
and intrepid ſouls, accompliſh works 
of toil and danger, Theſe are the pro- 
duce of the northern part of this globe, 
where the body, harden'd by the rude 
climate, ſhall invigorate the mind. 
Then ſhall they iſſue into the relax'd 
ſouth, to break its chains, and make 


its tyrants know, that nature having 


given to all one form, and equal pow- 
ers, reaſon does not ſubje& one man to 
another, except where obedience is 
productive of greater happineſs. Thus, 
if the ſouth often feels their conquer- 
ing arms, it will only be to deſtroy the 
unnatural yoke of tyranny. In ages 
more remote, while the ſervile world 
will crouch to kings, the north perſe- 
vering in its regard to freedom, will 
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brave and free, ſhall be friends to li- 


berty, and pride themſelves in liſtening 


to her dictates. The ſouth will not 
be without its heroes, but the north 
will be the nurſe of freedom: thither 
will repair literature and ſkill, with 
the ſeſtive groupe of ſciences, to dwell 
in the temple of liberty: far from the 
princes who know no law but their 
will. The comparative ſterility of the 
north, will teach its inhabitants the 
arts of agriculture, and ſocial commerce, 
the parent of wealth, whofe ſteps are 
follow'd by the arts, Commerce, in- 
Read of confining itſelf within the nar. 
row bounds of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, will extend to the fartheft parts 


of the earth, and beyond the feas dif- 


cover countries, abounding in mien, 
beaſts, birds and plants, conceal'd 
from the reſt of the habitable globe; 
though altke ſpringing from anceſtors, 
fav'd in the floating ark. Thou ſeeſt 
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they will, in different ages, be inveſted 
in human bodies; one of theſe ſhall 
without fear range through the watery 
waſte, directing his courſe by the 
power of a black foſſile of myſterious 
virtue, naturally pointing to the 


north; the other will give to float- 


ing veſſels ſuch a form, that they 


mall continue their courſe, under all 


the variations of the wind. The third, 
Encourag'd by theſe inventions, will 
diſcover a new continent, a tract of 
land that may be term'd another world. 
Not far from them, behold the ſoul 
that will animate the body of a mo- 


| narch, who will then boaſt that the 


globe was defirous of extending his 
domain. How great might he be, 
would he follow the direction of Pro- 
vidence! would he know the immenſe 
good he might perform to his golden 


countries-in a diſtant land ; would he 


teach them þy winning examples, the 


mildneſs and charity of Chriſtianity, 
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inſtead of ſuffering fell ſuperſtition, 
with its murderous claws to be let 
looſe upon them! would he break the 
chains of the flave, and not reduce 
the free to bondage! would he in- 
ſtead of exterminating whole nations, 
put a ſtop to the phrenzy of offering 
human victims! But that foul thou 
ſeeſt fitting on a beautiful ranunculus, 
will be fill'd with humanity ; he will 
reconcile arm'd foes; inculcate the 
gentle offices of benevolence, and dif- 
fuſe happineſs around him. Others 
there are who will uphold the dignity 
of human nature, Obſerve him who 
is walking among the tulips, he will 
rule a nation, and owe his ſovereignty 
ſolely to his wiſdom : he will ſet their 
minds free : he will bind in fetters the 
lawleſs defires and unruly appetites of 
man ; not by penalties; but by the 
celeſtial lame of benevolence, which he 
ſhall kindle in their hearts, and burn- 
ing there with pureſt light, in private 
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they ſhall be the ſame, as before the 
world's curious and prying eye. There 
filver ſhall be exclude] as the ſource of 
avarice; from thence ſhall be baniſh'd 
all eager defires to amaſs ſuperfluous 
treaſures, by Nature wiſely conceal'd, 
and deep in her bowels hid from man. 
That band which hangs in a cluſter on 
the aloes bloom, deſerves thy notice. 
They firſt will employ their care to heal 
the wounds given to the human race, 


by the conquerors of a new diſcover'd 
world; they will ſeek the timid people 
in the woody wilds, planted by. Na- 


ture's hand, to inſtruct them in agri- 
culture and the worſhip of the Mosr 


Hicn. — Glorious indeed would be 
their fame, were not the motive of 


theſe actions, apparently ſo good, the 
deſire of rule: but he well deſerves to 


rule, who in any nation eſtabliſhes 


Happineſs, that fair emigrant, who in 
every age, will rove through every 
clime, and kxes her abode among his 
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ſubjects: but how ſmall will be the 
number of thoſe who uſe aright their 
power. Among theſe fragrant ſhrubs | 
Ifee a numerous train of thoſe who and 
calling themſelves the ſucceſſors of one few 
of the diſciples of the Repzeer, will | Joctr 
add to their ſpiritual armour the murder- rants 
ing ſteel, and breaking down the boun- paſs 
daries which reaſon, the laws of nature 

and everlaſting truth ſhall rate between 
the church and fate, the prieſt and prince, 
will put the ſceptre in ſacerdotal hands; 
reduce ſovereigns to itnominieut ſervi- 
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any „ 248 Kings WIII lay their crowns 
at the feet of him who, with diſſembled 
humility, will call himſelf the repre- 
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their ſuggeſtions; miſtaking abſurdity with 
for truth, and cruelty for religion, will and ] 
ſhake of their allegiance to worthy | ; 

ptinces, and from mere piety extirpate | Ja 


I ſentative of a diſciple of the meek and 

| | gracious OS AVIOUR, and the ſervant of deſce 
IM the fervants of ChyrisT, Even the day v 
| {ons of probity and virtue, ſeduc'd by FF and ſ 
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* and lay waſte the nations. Sword .and 
fire will they uſe to propagate the 
„ © knowledge of Him who is All-merciful 
and All-gracious, while they them- 
felyes will by their lives contradict the 
11 / doctrines they teach. But before theſe 
tranſactions many ſucceſſive ages ſhall 


A paſs away. 


en Thus the prophetic angel related to 
e, me the hiſtory of my poſterity. I heard 
s; N him with ſilent aſtoniſhment,. and with 
i- extaſy beheld the ſouls fluttering from 
77 | the: violet to che orange. and from 
d the orange to the anemone, While we 


e. © wander through the flowery garden of 
14 the unborn, from the tops of the hills 
of deſcended the grey twilight ; the golden 


he day was ſucceeded by the ſilver moon, 
by and ſoon after all theſe ſplendid objects, 
ity with the communicative angel, vaniſh'd, 
in and I awoke, 

hy 

ite JayHETH's ſpouſe, with her ſiſters, 


liſten'd with attentive ear to the amaz- 
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ing narrative. How agreeable the 
fight thou haſt beheld ! ſaid THAMAR, 
the objects muſt have been ſingular, be- 
yond conception, Oh that ſome kind 
angel would alſo tranſport me to that 
newly diſcover'd region of ſouls, if to 
an anget my brother owes the ſight. 
But perhaps his mind, being inflam'd 
by our father's narrative, might only 
dream of ſuch brilliant appearances. 
Yet with what delight ſhould I view 
theſe diminitive ſouls, with all their 
diſtinguiſhing features, fluttering from 
Aer te flower! How different are 
theſe enchanting ſcenes of innocent 
amuſement from the ſordid occupations, 
in which they will be engag'd, when 
* cloath'd by the body : but very far am 
I from wiſhing to ſee thoſe days, over 
which night will throw her gloomy 
mantle. | | | 


Haz with dublous mid thus ad- 
dreſs'd JAPHETH::; Thy dream is thick 
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ſet with wonders, but theſe are com- 
mon in dreams: What appears moſt ſur- 
prizing, is the ſeraph's prediction. Can 
any thing be more ſtrange than that in 
the diſtant ages of the world, when our 
blood ſhall have paſs'd through thou- 
ſands of generations, new Chuſites 
ſhould croſs the ocean, to countries un- 
known, in ſearch of new inhabitants, 
whom they ſhould maſſacre in the 
woods: That inſtead of one Dao, 
there ſhall be a hundred high prieſts, 
who ſhall dart their thunder againſt 
the thrones of monarchs. Hitherto I 
had imagin'd ſuch manners could only 
belong to the lawleſs wretches who 
have now periſh'd in the flood. In 
thoſe remote ages, will not the vices 
of the former be extinguiſh'd ? Surely 
they will; for the MEpiaTor will 
then have added to the faint light 


of reaſon, the irradiations of divine 
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8 RE M judg'd leſs haſtily of Ja- 
PHETH'S viſtion, Our brother's dream, 
ſaid he, though thick ſet with wonders, 
may be fraught with truth, Ham 
will not allow that the vices of thoſe 
who have juſt periſh'd, can poffibly 
take place in the new world. Alas, 
fain would I think like him; but 1 
cannot help fearing, that even the 
lateſt ages will alſo produce. their Ma- 
60Gs, that new DaGcons may again 
blaſt the throne, with ſacerdotal thun- 
der, and other PUTNnIELs with frantic 
impiety, aſſault the Heavens, or bid 
the ſon plunge his ſword into his fa- 
ther's breaſt. If man juſt come from 
the CxzeaTOR's forming hand, could 
fin, much more will they of later 
birth, they who are a thouſand ages 
diſtant from the Creation! How 
dreadful is the thought, that the very 
nation conſecrated to Gon, will turn 
aſide from the right path, and with 
implacable hatred purſue, not only the 
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holy prophets, but even the great, the 
benevolent, the divine MssiAn! 


The next night THAMAR had alſs 


* a viſion, but how different from that 
; ſhe had wiſh'd to behold! Many tears 
did it coſt her, and the enſuing morn- 
ing ſhe with weeping eyes, thus re- 
| lated what ſhe had ſeen. I was fitting 


in an arbour, ſaid ſhe, in a mournful 


voice, and before me a ftrange ſort of 


people were rudely dancing to the pipe 
and timbrel: they were quite naked, 
and their ſkins 'of a ſhining black, 
their hair was woolly, like that of the 


lamb; their noſes flat, and their lips 


large : theſe paying me homage, call'd 
me mother, and I felt my breaſt fill'd 
with tenderneſs for them. In the midſt 
of their diverſion, a lofty ſhip ſteer'd to 
land, and out of it came white men, 
cloth'd from head to foot, carrying in 
their hands, glittering arms, out of 
which came fire, which thundering 
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kill'd at a diſtance. From this ſhip, 
they alſo brought a liquor, of which, 
whoever drank, loſt his reaſon, and be- 
came regardleſs of all the ties of nature: 
for this liquor friends fold their friends, 
huſbands their wives, and even fathers 
their ſons, whom the white men drove 
in flocks to their ſhip, to tranſport 
them far from that beloved land, where 
their eyes firſt ſaw the light. Oh the 
agony of the diſconſolate creatures, at 
ſeeing their mother country leſſening 
to their ſight ! they pour'd out their 
lamentations to Heaven, and to their 
new maſters, while their wailings pierc'd 
my heart. With furious grief I cry'd 
from the deſart ſhore, ye ſons of the 
fell tyger, to what barbarous coaſt. do 
ye carry my ſons and daughters, born 
free, and by your curs'd fraud taken 
from their infatuated parents ? . inhu- 
man artifice! under the colour of 
friendſhip, ye give them a baleful 
potion, and then while delirious, rob 
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them of what they hold moſt dear. Ye 


cannot be of Noan's lineage; but 


from the infernal tyrant, ye are ſure de- 
| ſcended. 


3 

8 Thus I vented my complaints, while 
eme treacherous wretches only laugh'd 
rt | at me; but ſoon one call'd from the 
re I floating veſlel, Say'% thou that we are 
1& not deſcended from Noa, firſt prove 
at | that theſe woolly-headed negroes, who 
ng call thee mother, and whom thou 
eit owneſt for thy children, are deſcended 
eir from ADAM ; white was the beautiful 
os colour in which he was created, and 
5d from him Noan and all his off- 
the ſpring deriv'd their complexion; that 
do is the human colour, black is the em- 


orn blem of Hell. Can a pure ſoul be 
| | lodg'd in a form fo dark? No, theſe 
| negroes were like the beaſts, only 
| made for the ſervice of the whites, | 
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While I was lamenting, the ſhip 
paſs'd out of ſight, when methought 
two wings grew at my feet, on which 
I aſcended into the air, and after a long 
purſuit, reach'd the coaſt where the 
black captives were openly fold for a 
price much leſs than was given for a 
fine horſe. There the fate of the young 
and old, was to toil at mills, or to dig 
in rocky mines; they were expos'd to 
cruel ſtripes: they were ſcourg'd from 
the mere wantonneſs of cruelty; and 
all their offspring were doom'd to the 
ſame miſery; Affected at the fight, 1 
awoke in tears, and ſtill is my fancy ſo 
impreſs'd with the ſight, that 1 cannot 
refrain from weeping, | 


| She ended, and Ham ſmiling an- 
ſwered, With what ſtrange images, 


with what impoſſibilities does Imagina- 
tion teem, when Reaſon, lock'd up in 
ſleep, reſigns her ſuperiority! With what Þ 


feſtal pomp does ſhe aſcend the throne 
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ip of Truth, and there with mimic ſport, 
ht perſonates the white rob'd queen ! She 
ch throws forms, features and colours in- 
ng to a thouſand different changes, and 
the ſometimes weaves a long connected tiſ- 
r 2 ſue of idle phantoms. Shed not then thy 
r a 


tears, O THAMaAx, about ſuch nothings, 
ang about the idle viſions of the night. Thy 


dig tears to me ate precious, learn to place 
d to a higher value on them. 

rom 

and Suk reply'd, the miſery repreſented 


the by ThamaRr's viſion, in which the peo- 
nt, 1 ple forget the endearing names of wife, of 
cy ſo ſon; of friend, of brother; this extinction 
anno! | of reaſon by a fatal potion ; theſe crea- 
| tures form'd after the image of Gop, 

| thruſt into the depth of hollow - moun- 
tains, may be reſerv'd in the womb of fu- 
| turity, and may one day come'to paſs, 
| The woes of the firſt world, will de- 


g an- 
nages, 
agina- 


up m ſcend to the inhabitants of the future 
h what earth ; for all born of woman, are 
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While I was lamenting, the ſhip 
paſs'd out of ſight, when methought 
two wings grew at my feet, on which 
I aſcended into the air, and after a long 
purſuit, reach'd the coaſt where the 
black captives were openly fold for a 
price much leſs than was given for a 
fine horſe. There the fate of the young 
and old, was to toil at mills, or to dig 
in rocky mines; they were expos'd to 
cruel ſtripes: they were ſcourg'd from 
the mere. wantonneſs of cruelty ; and 
all their offspring were doom'd to the 
ſame miſery; Affected at the fight, | 
awoke in tears, and ſtill is my fancy ſo 
impreſs'd with the ſight, that 1 cannot 
refrain from weeping, | 


She ended, and Ham ſmiling an- 
ſwered, With what firange images, 


with what impoſſibilities does Imagina-Þ 


tion teem, when Reafon, lock'd up in 


ſleep, reſigns her ſuperiority! With what 
feſtal pomp does ſhe aſcend the thron'Þ 
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a of Truth, and there with mimic ſport, 
| perſonates the white rob'd queen! She 
throws forms, features and colours in- 
to a thouſand different changes, and 
. ſometimes weaves a long connected tiſ- 
ſue of idle phantoms. Shed not then thy 
tears, O THAMAR, about ſuch nothings, 
| about the idle viſions of the night. Thy 
tears to me ate precious, learn to place 
! higher value on them. 


| SHEM reply'd, the miſery repreſented 
by THamAR's viſion, in which the peo- 
ple forget the endearing names of wife, of 
ſon, of friend, of brother; this extinction 
of reaſon by a fatal potion; theſe erea- 

| tures form'd after the image of Gop, 

thruſt into the depth of hollow - moun- 
| tains, may be reſerv'd in the womb of fu- 
| turity, and may one day come to paſs, 
| The woes of the firt world, will de- 

ſcend to the inhabitants of the future 
earth; for all born of woman, are 
the children of pain and ſorrow; and 
1 2 
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from themſelves ariſe the greateſt part 
of their afflictions. Calamity falls not 
on the riotous multitude alone, brought 
on by their own excefles ; temperance 
itſelf cannot preſerve from diſeaſe and 
death, and affliction will viſit inno- 
cence. Our offspring ſhall be a prey 
to ſin and ſorrow, yet amidſt theſe con- 
fiderations, it is a raviſhing reflection 
that from us multitudes ſhall ariſe, who 
will adore the MosT Hicn, and by the 
ſanity of their lives, obtain even here 
a bleſs'd foretaſte of the heavenly felici- 
ty. Let us then rejoice in this thought, 
and not fink under the painful idea, 
that we ſhall, on the other hand, be 
the fathers of a wretched race, blind to 
reaſon, blind to the calls of duty, and 
the obligations of religion. Gop has 
ſent down Truth from above, holding 
in her left hand, the pleafures and al- 
lurements of this world, and in her 
right, the ſublime joys of that which is 
to come. The good man chooſc 
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5 thoſe that are above, and deſpiſes the 
vain and fleeting delights of ſenſe, which 
voaniſh in the poſſeſſion, and carry with 
them a ſting that ſhall pierce through 
| the very ſoul. 


Thus, cloſe as their confinement 


| was, their buſy minds never wanted 


! fruitful matter of ſpeculation and diſ- 
; courſe. 


Now had the atmoſphere empty'd 
all its watery ſtores; its clouds were 
exhauſted, and a lucid ſerenity, ſpread 
through the air. Over the earth, the 
water was ſmoothly expanded like a 


| tranſparent mantle. The pyramids and 
| hills, the bounds preſcrib'd to the de- 
luge were cover'd, but ſoon the ETER 


NAL deliver'd the earth from the fet- 
ters, with which it was bound, and ex- 
pos'd it to the chearing ray, calling 
from the ſeedy turf, verdant plants and 
herbage, ſalutary aliments for man and 
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beaſt. The boſom of the globe, aſter this 


long preſſure, elaſtic roſe on atlantic pil- 
lars, in all parts forming vaſt reſervoirs 
within its bowels. Thus under the bro- 
ken ſhell of the earth, were form'd im- 
menſe baſons for receiving oceans of wa- 
ter, In ſome pa. ts, ſwell-ng high, tower- 
ing mountains roſe from under the water 
and in ſtrange ſhapes, with pointed ſum- 
mits and craggy ſides, projected above 
the liquid plain. The divine voice re- 
founded in the abyſs, and floated along 
the floods; an univerſal ebb prevail'd ; 
on all ies, the earth abſorb'd the in- 
undation, by mouths innumerable, 
open'd to. ingulph the waters, and re- 
ceive them in her wide cavernous bow- 
els. Not rapid was the floods decline, 
it retreated flow; for the mighty wa- 
ters requir'd weeks and months to retire, 
without tumult, into their profound re- 
ſervoirs; but though with gentle ſtep, 
they enter'd theſe ſubterranean deeps, 
the ſurface of the water, during thi: 
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amazing ebb, remain'd not always un- 

ruffled; once the ark felt a ſudden 

ſhock, thro! every part ſo violent, that the 
inhabitants could ſcarce keep their feet. 
At firſt they apprehended, that their man- 
ſion had ſtruck on ſome hidden rock; but 
they ſtill found themſelves ſafe on the 
watery baſe. Day after day, the ſky and 
ſea were all they ſaw, yet with wonder, 
they obſerv'd in both, a daily change. 
Now the ſun, with every cloud remov'd, 
ſhone on the ſmooth expanſe, and burnt 
with glowing beams the ſulphur and ni- 
tre, which wrapt in the comet's vapours, 
fermented, and form'd a raging ebuliti- 
en, thence aroſe an inflam'd air, flaſhing 


lightenings, rolling thunders, deſtructive 


hurricanes, and whirlwinds ; ſuch as 
have never fince been heard or ſeen, 


Ten times would the ſtorms have 
ſhatter'd the ark, had not RAPHAEL 
by the power given him by the MosT 
Hicn, kept it ſecure, or with angelic ra- 
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pidity, outſtripping the wings of the bel- 
lowing winds, averted their rage. 


Oft when the ſtorm ſweeping the 
waves, rais'd their tops high in the air, 
had Noan's family beheld beautiful 
objects, the more ſurprizing as before 
unknown ; for then the rays of light 
playing through the thin tranſlucent 
watery ſheets, form'd magnificent bows 
painted with the colours of Iris, bright- 
neſs ſoftly mix'd the various tints of 
ſeven- ſold light. Not ſeldom they ſaw 
at the blaze of noon twenty or thirty of 
theſe reſting on the flood, and ſtretch- 
ing their horns towards the heavens, 


Nine times the ſpace of a day had 


the flood, with inſenſible pace, retir'd 


within the earth, when RAPHAEL per- 
ceiving a mountain, that rear'd its head 
almoſt to the ſurface of the water, with 
cautious ſteerage, guided the ark thi- 
ther, and plac'd it on the ſolid peak, 
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where it remain'd ſecure from the fluc- 
tuating waves. This done, he with- 
drew into his ethereal pavilion, where 
for ſome days he continu'd to watch 
the flood, and guard the ark. Noan, 
ſoon ſenſible of the fix'd ſituation of 
that veſſel, examin'd the depth of the 
water, and found it only three feet. 
The ark had not long reſted on its ſolid 
ſupport, when he perceiv'd round frag- 
ments of rocks, which continually pro- 
jedting, ſoon environ'd the mighty edi- 
fice, By degrees the water ſub- 
ſided from the upper parts of the earth, 
which in proportion, ſeem'd to rife 
from the ſurface, while a rapid tide, fre- 
quently ſtreaming between them, join'd 
the other ſeas, Soon the ark appear'd 
fix'd in a ſhallow bay, one end of 
which extended to it, while the other 
parts of the vaſt ſtructure ſtood on the 
dry earth. An extenſive proſpect now 
open'd, of ſeas raging among the rocks, 


and the bellowing ſurges laſhing the 
1. 8 
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new form'd ſhores. Noa from hi: 
ſafe harbour, ſurveying the flood, diſ- 
cover'd many dark ſpots irregularly 
plac'd riſe prominent above the agita- 


ted waves, and continually enlarging 
their ſurface. - 


The ground about the ark was firſt a 

naked ſoil, black and deſpoil'd of all 
verdure: inſtead of plants, it was 
ſtrew'd with ſhells of ſtrange and vari- 
ous forms, the dwellings of ſuitable in- 
habitants, left by the ebb on the ſlimy 
land, and in many places with theſe 
the earth appear'd inlaid, Some trees 
indeed were ſtanding, but ſcarce were 
they to be known ; half thrown down, 
rent and bare, 


This dreary ſcene, was, however, 
Bf ſhort duration, for in the ſoil were 
preſerv'd inviſible ſeeds, which che- 
riſh'd by the ſolar beams, ſhot up in 
yerdant fpires, between the ſhells ; 
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freſh ſap impregnated the trees, and 
their boughs were ſoon cover'd with 
opening buds. The raviſh'd eye then 
ſaw the changing earth, again veſting 
herſelf in her mantle of chearful green, 
With what raptures did the gladden- 
ing ſight fill Noan's rejoicing family ! 
To thoſe eyes which during ſucceſſive 
monthe had never ſeen the earth, the 
ground now appear'd a Paradiſe. As a 
native of ethereal Alps, when in a lower 
and more cloudy clime, faintly breath 
ing, longs with reſtleſs ardour for her 
native home, on coming within view of 
Camor or Santus, his impatient joy is 
ſhewn in every frolic geſture: thus at 
the ſight of the long immers'd land, 
exulted the youthful pairs, and thus 
enamour'd were they with the earth, 
their native ſoil from which the human 


ſpecies came, and to which they will 


return. Hence in rapturous praiſe, 
PzBORAH rais'd her ſoft melodious 
voice. 
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Prais'd be the Lokp who has pre- 
ſerv'd mankind, among the perilous 
waters! prais'd be the Gop of our fa- 
thers, who has deliver'd us from the 
depth of death] O praiſe the Pre- 
SERVER of men! Our family alone has 
He ſav'd, and from it ſhall ariſe innu- 
merable nations. Him will I praiſe 
whaſe power has releas'd the earth 
from the overwhelming flood, under 
which it lay impriſon'd. Behold He 
cloaths it anew with chearful green, 
while flowery fields, and verdant groves, 
prepare a delightful habitation for our 
deſcendants, Al} others of the human 
race hath Gop bury'd in the 'deep, 
which at His command ruſh'd upon 
them : alas! they ſunk like ſtones, Tt 
is He who created the frightful ſtar 
which caſt a ſhade on the ſmiling morn, 
and hid the radiance of noon in mid- 
night gloom. He ſpake, and the ſtars, 
which in the evening riſe- in the ſky, 
ſuddenly vaniſh'd, veil'd in the dark- 
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neſs of two-fold night, O Gop! ter- 
rible is the power of thine arm ! thou 
haſt hurl'd inſtantaneous ruin on the 
hoſt of rebels, who leagu'd with Sa- 
TAN, impiouſly defy'd Thy power. By 
the breath of Thy noſtrils thou ga- 
theredſt together the waters, which 
riſing at Thy command overſpread the 
earth. Where then were the idols of 
the nations? Why did they not appear 
in defence of their trembling worſhip— 
pers? Thou, O ETERNaL ! haſt pre- 
ſerv'd on the waters the few, deſpis'd 
by the people, and who call on Thy 
name. In a dwelling of boards, haſt 
thou brought them from the former 
deſtray'd earth, into that which thou 
art now railing from the deep, and 
when thou haſt driven the waters from 
the ground, thou wilt manifeſt thy 
power and goodneſs in bringing us 
down among yon inviting plains, 
where myriads of tribes ſhall deſcend 
from us; pay thee a more holy wor- 
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Mip, and ſeeing the wonders Thou 
haſt perform'd for their forefathers, will 
reverence Thy holy name. 


Praiſe Gop who has preſerv'd man- 
kind in the ark; who gave it in 
charge to the benevolent angel, whoſe 
mighty arm ſecur'd it amidſt the waves 
and aſſailing ſtorms. The MosT Hicn 
cover'd the earth with the deep as with 
a garment. 'The waters aroſe above 
the mountains, but fled at the rebuke 
of the Lox Dp: they withdrew at the 
roar of His thunder. The mountains 
ſhoot up their towering heads: the 
plains at their feet wait for the receſs 
of the waters: to them the ALMIGHTY. 
has aſſign'd limits, and theſe their im- 
petuous waves ſhall not tranſgreſs. 


c 


' Praiſe Gon, who has preſerv'd man- 
kind in the ark ; who has fix'd the pil- 


lars on which the-earth is ſupported ; 
who has inclos'd the fea as with gates: 


c 
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who lately open'd them, and it iſſu'd 
forth as a child from the womb. Over 
the ſea, he wove a mantle of clouds,. 
which cover'd it with darkneſs. En- 
quire of Him, for He alone can tel], 
how the vaſt ſea reſted on the over- 
whelm'd earth, and by what way it re- 
turn'd again to its chambers, 


Thus ſang Srem's devout ſpouſe, 
the delivering Gop, in ſtrains ſub- 
lime taught her, by the ſeraphic 
mule, 


Daily they look'd down on the wide 
expanſe of waters: with pleaſing won- 
der they beheld the enlarging ſpots 
riſing up to hills of various forms, with 
herbage and flowers, a pleafing cover- 
ing; for the deſtroying blaſts had 
ecas'd, and the eye unmoleſted roy'd 
over the variegated proſpe&., To other 
zegions GoD had driven the tem- 
peſt; but ſoon it return'd with freſh 
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collected clouds, which extending 
themſelves wide over the ſea, inter- 
cepted their view. Now, from their 
lofty height, they beheld the ſtorm 
raging below, heard the thunder roll, 
and ſaw ſerpentizing flaſhes darting 
from the clouds beneath their feet. 


In the upper region, where the ark 
lay in its ſafe receptacle, the ſky was 
clear and ſerene, and the joyful inha- 
bitants removing the coverings from 
its windows, enjoy'd the genial ſun and 
cooling breeze. KERENHAPUCH had 
ſav'd her favourite carnation from the 
general ruin, and having plac'd it on a 
ſhelf, it bloom'd with flowers of va- 
rious hues; but how greatly was ſhe 
delighted, when in the vaſe in which 
ſhe had plac'd it, ſhe alſo perceiv'd 
a ſhoot, from which, with progref- 
ſive luxuriance, iſſu'd various ſtalks, 
which in a few days ſpread the roof 
with fragrant jeſſamine. 


* 


of 
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* Ham was viewing the heavens in 
a clear ſtar-beſpangled night, he per- 


ceiv'd that the axis of the earth was 


remov'd ſome degrees back from the 
ſun's path. At firſt it ſtood not ſo 
oblique, though before the earth had 
been already mov'd, an] turn'd aflant. 
Then he ſaw the Pleiades in the 
north, which he had been ufed to ſee 
ſhining near the gate of the morning. 


This he communicated to his bro- 
thers. 


Events little deſireable, ſaid he, are 
at hand; henceforth during the firſt 
months of the profilic ſpring, the earth 
will not rejoice in its flowery ſurface, 
and darkneſs will longer withhold the 
reviving day. Cold will in one part 
be intolerable, and in the other heat. 
Autumn from the north, will intro— 
duce a ſevere winter; and in the midſt 
of ſummer, heat ſhall come from the 
ſouth fatal to man and beaſt, Thus there 
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will be different ſeaſons, to which 
we muſt give different names. I alſo 
obſerve the air charg'd with nitrous 
and ſulphureous vapours: theſe are 
doubtleſs the produce of the late over- 
whelming flood; and will be the ſeeds 
of tempeſts. 


SHE M anſwer'd, This and ſtill 
more may probably come to paſs ; 
for no ſmall change awaits the body 
of the late beautiful earth, not only 
in its outward figure, of which from 
theſe windows we already fee many 
wonderful inſtances in the number 
and height of the mountains, but 
in its. inward ſubſtance, and tex- 
ture, which macerated, detach'd and 
conjoin'd by the all-penetrating flood, 
mult needs be a mixture of hetero- 
geneous parts, big with. noxious in- 
fluences on the air and the vege- 
tables; but it is my comfort that J 


foreſee many benefits ariſing from 


«| 
ch 
Iſo 
us 
are 


Of 


eds 


till 


Boox XI. N O A H. 187 


this change. When the earth, no. 
longer indulging the ſloch of man, 
ſhall require aſſiduous labour to ſup- 
ply his wants; and when, in a more 
turbid aw, he ſhall find a ſhorter 
term appointed him below, he will 
no longer deviſe evil from the want 
of employment, and the proſpect of 
of a future ſtate being nearer, will 
probably have a greater effect on his 
mind, | 


This alſo, faid Ham, I have al- 
ready conſider'd. The CREATOR's 
laws are not confin'd to ſingle parts, 
but relate to the whole, Matter in 
its courſe and motion follows the 
rules imposd on it, with all the 
preciſion correſpondent to its na- 
ture; this is limitted, nothing created 
being infinite, The creation of Gon 
never deviates from the Divine will, 
not amidſt the devaſtations of earth- 
quakes, nor when the impetuous ſtorm 
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ſwells into rolling mountains the wa- 

ters of the abyſs. After this change in 

the earth produc'd by the ravaging 

flood, tempeſts may become neceſſary 
to the air and ſea, leſt for want of mo- 
tion, they ſhould produce putrid exha- 
lations, which overſpreading the land, 
would ſow diſeaſes among its pining in- 
habitants : this would ſurely be the caſe 
did clouds never fill the atmoſphere, did 
the thunder never ſhake, and the light- 
ning divide them, and did no mighty 
winds agitate the air and ſea, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
RaPHAEL vifts Noan's family for the laſt 
time in the ark, array'd in his celeſtial ſplen- 
dor. He departs to convey ſome of the inha- 
bitants of a ſinleſs world to Heaven: but firſt 
acquaints the women that they ſhall bear 
twins. TuAMAK and KErENHAPi CH On 
finding themſelves pregnant praiſe the Loup. 
Noa ſends forth a raven, and afterwards a 
dove. He leaves the ark. Noa directe SEN 
to deſcend the mountain, in order to find the 
country repreſented in the ſacred paintings. 
The three fiſters bring forth twins. Noan 
bleſſes them. ShEM's journey to the land of 
Canaan, with a deſcription of the country af- 
ter the flood. He enters a pyramid where 
he finds a writing deſcribing the deſtruction 
of AsDop and his children by famine. He 
is met on mount Neho by Rarnael, who 
points out the places that will be diſtinguiſh'd 
by the Messtan. SnHem returns, and con- 
ducts Noah, Milch, with his brothers and 
ſiſters to the promis'd land. The women on 
their arrival hail the country. Noe offers 
a ſactiifice, and receives an aſſurance that the 
earth would never more be deſtroy'd by wa- 
ter, as a teſtimony of which the rainbow ap- 
pears, Noa g pours forth his gratitude, and 
at length builds a houſe on mount Sion, 


WS 


. 


SOON. 


INCE the ark had been ſeated on 
lofty Ararat, for ſo poſterity nam'd 
the mountain on which it reſted, the 


moon had more than once renew'd its 


courſe round the earth. The water 
was now withdrawn from the foot of 
the mountain, which evidently ap- 
pear'd to NoAu from the increas'd 
depth of the air. At a great diſ- 


| Nance he beheld eminences and nak- 


ed trees, while the ſummit of the 
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mountain, gladden'd his eyes with va- 
rious flowers, and moſs was beginning 
to cloath the naked rocks. Noan de- 
lay'd opening the door of the ark, 
though much ſolicited by the women, 
who long'd to breathe a freer air; but 
he cautious, apprehended, that ſhould 
he open the ark before the waters had 
entirely left the lower grounds, while 
the aliments the mountain afforded 
were few and immature, want would 
excite quarrels among the beaſts, and 
their number be decreas'd by furious 
wars; for not one of thoſe creatures 
would he loſe, which Gop had com- 
mitted to his care, when all others of 


the ſpecies were involv'd in the general 


deſtruction. 


The patriarch's ſons and daughters 
acquieſcing in this conſideration, pati- 
ently waited their enlargement, and ſo 


acceptable was their acquieſcence to the 


MosT Hi6H, that to reward it, Ra- 


Book 


PHAE] 
ceiv'd 
happy 
ing co 


No 
his aff 
room, 
cy, vie 
manif 
try of 
great 
witne! 
Olivet 
he wh 
{aid he 
the wa 
again: 
directe 
nour'd 
that T 
life, w 
depoſit 
will it 

VoI 


Book XII. N O A H. 193 


PHAEL their benevolent guardian, re- 


ceiv?d orders to take his leave of this 


happy family, in familiar and gladden- 


ing converſe. 


Noa was one evening ſitting amidſt 
his affectionate children, in the painted 
room, with eyes of ſolemn complacen- 
cy, viewing the land where Gop would 
manifeſt his preſence, the native coun- 
try of the friends and meſſengers of the 
great REDEEMER, and of the future 
witneſſes of his life, chiefly 'Moriah, 
Olivet, and Sion's ſacred mount. When 
he who'has'plac'd us on this eminence, 
ſaid he, ſhall have freed the land from 
the waters, and renew'd verdure ſhall 
again adorn the earth, may my ſteps be 
directed to the land that will be ho- 
nour'd with my REDEENMEx's preſence, 
that 1 may end the days of this mortal 
life, where my incarnate SAvIouR is to 
depoſite his earthly frame: but difficult 
will it be for me to find it amidſt the 

Vor, II. K 


19% N O A H. Book XII. 


wide extent of mountains, plains and 
vallies, unleſs the Mosr Hi6Gm, or 
His celeſtial meſſenger directs my wan- 
dering ſteps. 


Noa was {till ſpeaking, when ſud- 
denly the ark, the hill on which it 
reſted, and the ambient air, were irra- 
diated with a ſplendor like that which 
the dawning morn ſpreads through the 
<aſtern ſky ; for the archangel ſudden- 
Iy appear'd in the room, not in the dim 
form of the mortals he viſited, but in ce- 
leſtial luſtre. Vet he had temper'd the 
flame of his eftulgence, and into their 
eyes, inſenſibly convey'd ſome drops of 
the ſpring of life, ſtrengthening their 
vaſual organs: thus he appear'd to 
ADAM, to warn him againſt that infer- 
nal rebel, who being juſtly expell'd 
from Heaven, impiouſly projected the 
fall of man. RAPHAEL had inveſted 
his divine form with fax radiant wings : 
the upper from-his ſhoulders extended 
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mantling over his breaſt, with regal 
magnificence ; the middle like a ſtarry 
zone winded round his waiſt, ſkirting 
his loins and thighs with downy gold, 
and colours of celeſtial dye ; the third 
pair ſky-tin&tur'd cover'd his legs, and 
graceful touch'd the floor. Every mo- 
tion of his feathers diffus'd over the 
mountain, ſpicy odours, and every 
feature of his divine face, breath'd im- 
mortal love. Noan, in his celeſtial 
lineaments, ſoon retrac'd the features 
oft ſeen by him in obſcure diſguiſe ; but 
before his aſtoniſhment allow'd him 


the uſe of ſpeech, the angel thus be- 
gan: 


| Thy diſcompoſure Noa, ſhews 
that my celeſtial appearance does not 
excite thoſe- pleaſing ſenſations, and 
that lively joy, which always ſhine in 
thy countenance on ſeeing me in my 
terreſtrial diſguiſe, Pay not more re- 
verence to my ſplendor, nor love me 
K 2 


fore the flood. 
ſhall all three bring forth twins, each 
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leſs than in my obſcure appearance : 
Elſe I ſhall diveſt myſelf of this radi- 
afice ;- but however I appear, whether 
obſcure or reſplendent, I am ſtill, O 
Noa, thy friend, and that of thy fa- 
mily, who-ſtand round thee, and join 
in thy devotions. Pleaſing was the or- 
der I receiv'd, from the Mosr Hicn, 
when at the late deſtrution of all 
things, he made me thy guardian. 
Now my charge is at an end, ſoon 
will the waters alſo. quit the lower 
parts of the earth; ſoon ſhall it reco- 
_ ver the ornaments of which it has been 
ſo long deſpoil'd, and invite thee and 
thy family down from your confine- 
ment. Before I return to Heaven, I 
am permitted to pay a ſhort viſit to per- 


ſons who are ſo dear to me, eſpecially 


to the mothers of the future race of 
man. From you ſhall the world be 
peopled, in greater numbers than be- 
In a little time, ye 
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a male and female, to whom mighty 
nations ſhall owe their origin. 


Noan, bowing low, ſaid, Who am 


* that one of the ſeven who ſtand 


before the ETERNAL's throne, ſhould 
deign to deſcend and hold converſe 
with us children of the duſt, in that 
reſplendant luſtre, which even heaven- 
ly eflences view with admiration. Ne- 
ver could we, bear the blaze of ſuch 
effulgence, did not that bounty, which 
has look'd down on us with preſerving 
power, ſtrengthen our eyes. Benevo- 
Jent haſt thou ever been, and exalted 
as thy rank is, the concerns of men 
have always excited thy tenderneſs, 
even before the tremendous judgment 
of this dreadful deluge. - That the ark 
held out againſt the aſſaults of the wa- 
ters, that the violence of the wind did 
not ſhatter its ſtructure, we owe, next 
to the ſuperintending power of the Au- 
MIGHTY, to thy protecting care. Pre- 
— * 
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ſery'd by thee, the appointed remains 


of the creation ſurvive, and never ſhall * 


our tongues ceaſe to ſpeak of thy good- 
neſs; but in more lofty hymns, will we 
extol Gop oUR DEttveRER, whoſe 
meſſenger thou art, and has made thee 
His arm to fave us. O bountiful Lok, 
how great is Thy condeſcenſien and Thy 
grace, to ſend to our deliverance one 
of the principal archangels, who ſtand 
before Thine auguſt throne, Eternally 
bleſs'd be our Creator! our PRE“ 
SBERVER!\ wha eloaths the bills and 
vailies with grain, with plants and 
trait ; who. is again rendering the 
earth a commodious dwelling for our 
deſcendants. But may 1 entreat thee, 
my bright and glorious friend, accord- 
ing to thy gracious cuſtom, to reſt a- 
while with man in the ark, 
RAPTHAEIT anſwer'd, No longer 
does the ark want my ſuccbur, and 
new commands from my SOVEREIGN 
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require my immediate preſence in the 
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milky way. There dwells a race un- 
fallen, their bodies immortal as their 
fouls, fix'd in eongenial innocence, 
without fin and blemiſh, woful legacy 
of thy laps'd progenitors. As they 
are not depriv'd of the Divine image, 
by any tranſgreflions, it is to them in- 
conceivable that man, or any of the 
world of ſpirits ſhould ungratefully diſ- 
obey Gon their CREAToR and gractous 
Fzirnd, and thus fall from his favour. 
The 'Mosr Hi6n has order'd me to 
take a myriad of the immortal bodies 
of the moſt aged, and firſt dip- 
ping them in celeſtial light, aſſemble 
them before His ſublime throne, and 
thus introduce them to the bliſsful re- 
gion, where is fulneſs of joy, and 
where their happineſs ſhall be campleat. 
But my-return will not be long, and 
frequently will I converſe with you, 
{hrouded, or in my celeftial appear · 
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ance, Do thou SHEM meet me on 
the top of Nebo, 


He ended, and gave the parting ſa- 
lute to the patriarch, to the devout 
Mir can, their ſons and daughters, 
O what freſh' roſes did 'the' celeſtial 
embrace ſtrew on the vernal cheeks of 
the females | What ſublime ideas did it. 
breathe into the minds of all, who 
ſhar'd this endearing favour! Ideas 
worthy the inſpiration of a flaming 
ſeraph, RAPHAEL departed, but the 
glow of his effulgence remain'd 
behind and gradually decreas'd : as 
the evening light flowly fades when 
the ſun has ſunk. behind the ' weſtern 
mountains, till ſucceeded by the re- 
gular approach of night; thus at the 
departure of the angel, the duſky 
clouds ſlowly envelopp'd the moun- 
tain of Ararat. The radiance was 
then no more, yet ambroſial vapours 
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long continu'd to fill the ark with en- 
livening fragrance. 


Animated with the ſeraph's viſit, 
Noa mn's children, now with leſs 
anxiety waited their releaſe, which 
however retarded, they ſaw could not 
be far diſtant, "The women treaſur'd 
up in their hearts the words of the an- 
gel, that they ſhould bear twins; but 
from native modeſty conceal'd their 
joy, till feeling in their wombs the 
prediction of the angel realiz'd, their 
exultation was not to be ſuppreſs'd; 
and their grateful ſouls gave vent to 
their tranſports in praiſes to Him 
who had made them the mothers of 
mankind, and of a better race than 
that deſtroy'd by the deluge. 


O my ſoul, cry'd THamaR, praiſe 

the LoRD or LIr E, who giveth me 

children, on whom I may pour out 

thoſe treaſures of affection which He 
K 5. 
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has implanted in my heart] I now 
ſhall know the ſweet fenſations of ma- 
ternal love, when the babe ſmiles at 
the fond looks of the ſmiling mother; 
and all thoſe ſublime pleaſures, which 
parents feel, when they fee their 
children walk in the ways of the 
Lok b. From me ſhall a race receive 
life, that ſhall praiſe the name of the 
Mosr HicH, when this body ſhall be 
laid in the filent grave. When I am 
no more, and have exchang'd this 
earthly. ſtate for the joys of Heaven, 
my children ſhall ſhew forth His 
glory among men, and teach the ends 


of the earth to e and obey them 
CREATOR, 


Thus ſang THamaAR, and KEREN- 
HAPUCH continued, What we, while 
in Paradiſe, ſo impatiently long'd. to 
fee, troops of youths and maidens, 
lovely as opening roſes, the ſons 
and daughters of the earth, we ſhall 
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now behold: ſee their pretty lips, 
their lovely faces and their eyes ſpark- 
ling with love and goodneſs. From 
us theſe dear creatures ſhall be born, 
they will play about us, and looking 
on our affectionate countenances, ſmile 
with unfeign'd fondneſs. 


Amidſt theſe expectations weeks of 
eaſy days had paſs'd, when Noan 
concluded that the water had now alſo 
left the plains. Impervious miſts had 
overſpread the earth, covering hills 
and dales, while the pure light of the 
azure ſky, irradiated the ſummits of the 
towering mountain. Noan, in order 
to be aſcertain'd, whether the time of 
relief was come, ſent forth a raven, 
which with wandering flight, reach'd 
the upper extremity of the mift, thro” 
which his piercing eye diſcovering the 
fhallow ſtagnated waters, it chang'd 
its courſe, and flew to the higher lands. 
Noan, after long waiting its return, 
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ſent out a dove, a more - faithful meſ- 
ſenger, which returning ſpent with 
fatigue and hunger, the patriarch took 
it again into the ark; but after its ſe- 
cond flight, it brought back the juicy 
olive's typical branch: this the joyful 
patriarch receiv'd as a token of peace 
reſtor'd to the earth, The third time 


it return'd no more, Gop directing its 
diſtant track. 


Noan now. concluded that he might 
without danger, reſtore to the earth 
and air, the creatures committed to 


his care. RAPHAEL unſeen had taken 


off the cloſing ſeal from the door, 
which would otherwiſe have withſtood 
the efforts of an earthly or even an an- 
gelic arm; but NOAH now eaſily 
open'd it, and caus' d, a bridge. to be 
made from the lower deck to the 
ground; while, at the command of 
Gop, a north wind diſpell'd the fog 
that hever'd over, the plains. Noan 
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and his exulting family, now ſtand- 
ing at the open door, had before their 
eyes, the earth ſo lately immers'd in 
the defacing flood, From the lofty 
eminence on which they ſtood, they 
with ſtrain'd eyes, ſaw below, far diſ- 
tant, broad glittering ſtreams in wind- 
ing length, eſpecially two which they 
judg'd to be the Hidakel and Perat, di- 
recting their glittering courſe through 
ſandy waſtes, They likewiſe beheld 
the ruins of cities, the ſeats of power 
and oſtentation, with obeliſks and py- 
ramide, lying in confus'd deſtruction ; 
deſert, and forſaken by their once 
crouded inhabitants, As when in Up- 
per Egypt, on the confines of parch'd 
Abyſſinia, peſtilential death drains ci- 
ties and villages, till no farther prey 
remains. Squallid was the appearance 
of the country after the long calamity 
it had endur'd, as when amidſt the 
reign of murky winter the active ſun diſ- 
pels the froſt, and clears the fields of the 
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melting ſnow, they ſtill Ianguiſh under 
the piercing cold, and the opening buds 
fear to expoſe their tender bloſſoms. 
But while they were delighted with 
lurveying the boundleſs expanſe, and 
their minds fill'd with ſublime imagina- 
tions, the recollection that over all the 
vaſt extent, no life exiſted, and that all 
animals, from the inſet up to man, 


were deſtroy'd, brought tears into their 
eyes. 


They now quit their confinement, 
firſt the human kind, the lords of the 
creation : the men and women then, in 
devout proſtration, embrac'd with out- 
ſtretch'd arms, their kindred earth; 
for which they had a fecret ſtrong at- 
tachment, an object dearer as it had 
been long conceal'd by the deluge. 
Then fitting down with filent joy, their 
eyes feaſt on its renew'd verdure, its 
ſpringing decorations, and the plants and 
herbage rifing in all their antecedent 
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variety. Near them, on a gentle ſlope 
of the mountain, ſtood a grove, which 
ſpread its new form'd ſhade, and thi- 
ther the powerful whiſpers of nature 
call'd the youths and their fair ſpouſes, 


who, as at a ſignal, aroſe, and haſten'd 


to this alluring ſpot, which offer'd de- 
lights to every ſenſe. 


Here KEREN HAPUCH thus gave vent 
to her ſenſations, Hail ſweet umbragi- 
6us light, and ye chearing vapours 
from the boſom of our mother earth! 
ye ſtreams of air, gently temper'd with 
quivering ſhades, how long have 1 
miſs'd ycu in the clofe ark | How long 
have I breath'd confin'd efluvia, and 
been dejected at the roaring winds and 
beating waves! One of my chief ſup- 
ports was the hope of once more feeling 
your reviving influences; even when 
far diſtant, I, with lenient comfort diſ- 
coyer'd you. Your various verdure ſoftens 
the light with gentle ſhade, and your 
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delightful odours, then left us in doubt 
whether we did not rather taſte than 
ſmell your fragrance. The fields of air 
then rais'd in me ſenſations, which I 
cannot name. 


: Noan remain'd alone at the foot of 
the bridge, to obſerve the various ani- 
mals, beaſts, inſets and reptiles that 
left the ark in all the order and har- 
mony, with which they had enter'd 
that peaceful abode. Not one was 
wanting ; the ſame. number of each 
ſpecies, which Noan counted at their 
going out, anſwer'd to his computa- 
tion at their reception. As the proceſ- 
ſion paſs'd by Noam, they departed 
not without ſigns of gratitude to their 
careful feeder : the beaſts bow'd their 
necks; the birds clapt their wings; 
then according to their ſeveral natures, 
ſought the gloomy cavern, and lofty 
cliff, or ſome tree or buſh, which 
ſtanding the rage of the impetuous 
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flood, now invited them by its renew'd 
foliage. But moſt diſpers'd themſelves 
among the adjacent plains and emi- 
nences cover'd with green paſture, 
The domeſtic animals form'd with 
gentle diſpoſition to live among men, 
ſil] kept near them, delighted to hear 
man's voice, and ſee the human form. 
They were ſtill tame and tractable, rea- 


dily performing ſervice to their fupe- 
rior. 8 


NoAk now caus'd a tent to be erec- 
ted in the midſt of the mountain, which 
was to ſtand till his daughters ſhould 
be deliver'd of their happy burthens. 
Tn the mean time the ſun exhal'd the 
putrid fumes that aroſe from the ſwam- 
py vales. 
44 % 

SHEM by Noan's direction, was 
now to deſcend alone from Ararat's 
lofty mount, ' to take a near ſurvey of 
the' new recover'd land, and ſearch for 
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a commodious habitation : where after 
all their dangers and migrations, they 
m1ght paſs the remainder of their days 
in eaſe and quit. But, O my ſon, ſaid 
the patriarch, carefully remember eve- 
ry mark, which in the heavenly paint- 
ings, diſtinguiſh'd Canaan's facred 
land: towards the ſouth and eaſt, it is 
enclos'd by ſandy waſtes, and a chain 
of hills: to the north-weſt alone it is 
open; for weſtward it is bounded by a 
ſhore, which riſes as a mound againſt 
the invaſtons of a ſpacious lake: On 
the northward. is the river Jordan, 
Which riſes from two ſprings, and 
flows to the ſouth: within the land 
rife Hermon and Tabor, future ſcenes 
of great events; and Carmel, neigh- 
bour to the weſtern lake. Above all, 
keep in mind the figure of Sion, which 
Tiles in three hills, and the brook” Si- 
loah, which waſhes its foot. Nebo 
-rears its towering head on the eaſtern 
fide, and there the archangel has pro- 
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mis'd to meet thee ; for if thou art not 
guided in thy walk by ſome celeſtial 
friend, fruitleſs will be thy wander- 
mg. | 


Now the daughters draw near to the 
long'd for time, when they were to 
bring forth their firſt offspring; and 
their fond imaginations anticipate the 
joys they were to feel from the little 
cteatures entering the regions of light. 
They already in imagination, ſmil'd at 
them, with all the effufive tranſports 
of a mother's love, and prattled to them 
as if prefent, As in ancient times a 
youth, when his father's ſteward, who 
had been ſent to diſtant relations, to 
. procure him a proper wife, was fup- 
pos'd to be returning with eaſy jour- 
nies, every evening repair'd to ſome 
rifing ground, that afforded. him an ex- 
tenſive view of the country, through 
which his wiſh'd-for bride was to 
paſs, while fancy adorn'd her with 
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every beauty, the oval face, the ſpark- 
ling eye, the roſy cheek; a conſtella- 
tion of charms: ſuch was their preci- 
pitate fondneſs for their babes : though 
yet unborn, they had already twin'd 
| for them a wreath of joy, and not a 


grace was wanting in their form or 
minds, 


Before-SHEM left the mountain, the 
important hour arriv'd, -and, as had 
been foretold, each of Noan's daugh- 
ters brought forth twins, a male and 
female. SHEM's ſpouſe bure to him 
ELAM and AHALABAMA; Ham's, 
ſwarthy Chus and KETURA; JA- 
PHETu's, JAVAN and JAvAx's ſiſter, 
the roſy-cheek'd Dinan. ELAM, 


nus, and Javan, were once the 


names of diſtinguiſh'd ſtates, where, be- 
fore the flood, myriads had dwell'd, and 
monarchs ſway'd the awful ſceptre; 
and now their names ſurvive in NoaH's 
progeny. THAMAR, with fond eyes, 
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view'd ſwarthy Chus, but with anxi- 
ous heart, ruminated on the face of a 
perſon, who, in a portentous dream in 
the ark, was repreſented as oppreſs'd 
with all the ills of galling ſlavery. 


MiLcan alleviated the pains of their 
delivery by expatiating on the ſweet ap- 
pellation of mother, the moſt endear- 
ing ſource of kindred ; the band of fa- 
thers, ſons and brothers: of being the 
mother of mankind, form'd indeed of 
earth, but actuated by Gop's immortal 
reſemblance, the ſoul. Long, ſaid ſhe, 
have I been deny'd the ſweet delight 
of attending children, harmleſs plants, 
at firſt but half alive, ſtill adhering to 
the parent ſtem ! How blunt their firſt 
ſenſations ere they have learnt to think 
Welcome dear infants, I will intro- 
duce you into life: I will inform you 
to what dignity Gop has rais'd you by 
creation, I will teach you in your 
early years, to talk with your liſping 
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voices of the goodneſs of the Mos 
Hion. She now brought the chil- 
dren to Noan's firſt embrace, who 


with a ſmile of parental affection 
cry'd: 


I ſalute you, ye ſirſt-born of the 
Earth, ſo lately produced by the CRE“ 
ATOR's forming hand—ſo lately un- 


form'd images of lifeleſs matter, now 


endu'd with a foul ſublime, the breath 
of the ETERNAL, Welcome into life 
—into life immortal here begun! Ye 
ſhall be my future aſſociates, when my 
tongue fhall ſing the ALL-GRAciov: 
whom cherubim -and feraphim, morn- 
ing and evening hymn rejoicing | Ye 
firſt diſplays of Gon's increaſing good- 
neſs to this renew'd earth, be his 
praiſe your delight! and may ye ſhew 
forth his abundant grace to thoſe tribes 
who ſhall derive life from you. Ye 
ſhall be the progenitors of numerous 
nations; for J ſee, I feel that Gop, 
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will uphold this creation, his benignity 
has triumph'd over his indignation. 
Quick, ye children, be your growth! 
—auſpicious riſe to maturity! Oh riſe 
to the noble life of virtue! multiply 
and increaſe, replace mankind, cxter- 
minated by the deluge. But Jet not 
ſinners, thus odious to Gop, be re- 
plac'd by your deſcendants: may they 
worſhip the Lokp with purity of life. 
May ye, O my little children, walk 
before them in the paths ef holineſs |! 
O may ye carefully ſeck the ſeeds of 
purity, that have ſurviv'd the fall of 
AD A M, and cheriſh them in your 
hearts. May ye tranſmit to your poſ- 
terity the moſt precious legacy, nobler 
than life itſelf, the graces of a pious 
and upright mind! May Jateſt ages 
be bleſs'd in your virtues; from you 
receive the model of every excellence ; 
and while crown'd with bleſſings, they 
walk in your ways, with grateful exul- 
tation cry, Bleſs'd be our pious anceſ- 
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tors — eternal reverence attend their 
memory! EL AM and Cavs and 
Javan, dear honour'd names, to you 
we owe theſe bleſſings! You were the 
originals of that piety and virtue, from 
which they flow. That innocence, 
which ADAM by his diſobedience had 
dishgur'd, you have again adorn'd with 
its original light; and from your exam- 
ple, its beams have been diffus'd to 
your deſcendants. 


Ham, taking his children in his 
arms, cry'd, I will praiſe Gop the 
deliverer, the rich influence of whoſe 
bleſſings, defcended on the connubial 
night : ſoon will he repleniſh the earth 
with inhabitants. O that the Lorp 
or Life would give me the years of my 
anceſtors, and then ſhall I ſee multi- 
tudes deſcended: from me, through all 
the confuſion of various lineage, and 
ſhall trace the ſons of my ſons, and the 
offspring of my grand children 
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SHEM now deſcending from Ararat, 
advanc'd along the ſouthern plain, 
where between two rivers, hills roſe in 
gentle aſcent; the limpid waters had in 
ſome parts left their former bed; they 
had not yet work'd themſelves clear, 
and large tracts of ſand lin'd their low- 
ly ſhores ; but the higher grounds were 
already crown'd with rich paſtures, 
where ſpring diſplay'd its various beau- 
ties; the flood having rather manur'd 
the earth, than deſtroy'd its fertility. 
With the ſame obedience to the crea- 
tive word, as at their firſt creation, the 
buds diſclos'd bloſſoms and flowers of 
various hues, that exhal'd their odours 
through the balmy gales. The buſhes - 
and branches afforded him ripe fruits, 
leſs delicious and beautiful indeed than 
thoſe of Eden, but ſalubrious and a- 
dorn'd with inviting colours. SHEM, 
with grateful heart, at obſerving this 


freſh exuberance of bleſſings, now con- 
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tinu'd his progreſs near the Hidekel, 

which roll'd its waters on his left, thro' 
nameleſs tracts, wild and deſert, without 
man or beaſt, or bird or inſet. A dull 
filence brooded over the air; in the 
fields and groves not the leaſt ſound of 
life was heard. All had a melancholy 
{tillneſs, like that within the leaden 
gate, where ſits the angel of death, rul- 
ing amidſt perpetual ſilence. Scat- 
ter'd lay the bodies of men and beaſts 
left on the land by the retreating flood, 
Yet the ſoil ſtil] afforded paſtures, rich 
fields, and tufted woods: the ſhrubs 
ſhot forth their tender ſpires, and corn 
aroſe that promis'd golden ears. Vari- 
ous ſtreams water'd the ground, and 
balmy exhalations were diffus'd through 
the aerial expanſe. 


After travelling ſome days along this 
region, ſo rich and gay, he came to the 
country, which lying at the foot of Pa- 
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radiſe, he had often ſeen, where once 
the Hidekel and Perat join'd their 
ſtreams, and thence in one current, wa- 
ter'd the ſplendid Thamiſta, Now the 
country ſeem'd unknown ; for the Pe- 
rat, inſtead of flowing from the weſt, 
took its ſolitary courſe towards that 
quarter. In traverſing this tract, he 
paſs'd by the walls of the city famous 
for its hundred brazen gates. When 
the pillars of the earth gave way, its 
palaces felt the ſhock; but were not all 
overthrown ; they were now half bu- 
ry'd and over-run with briars and 
weeds 3 among which projected frag- 
ments of pyramids, which the deluge 


having ſtrew'd with earth, were cover'd 
with riſing verdure. 


SHEM now directed his courſe eaſt- 
ward, where the ſacred mountain, once 
the manſton of innocence, lately 
bounded the proſpet : but now no 
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hill obſtructs the azure circle of the ſky. 
The country was cover'd with confus'd 
heaps of rocks, rude maſſes of marble, 
ſome in groteſque forms, the ſhapeleſs 
effects of the diſruption of the ſoil. A- 
mong theſe lay ſtems of cedar, with the 
roots inverted, and their wither'd 
leaves all the remains of their former 
beauty. SHEM was ſtrangely affected 
with pity and wonder, but little 
thought that what he now beheld, 
were the ruins of Paradiſe, the moun- 
tain defended by an angelic guard. 


To avoid paſling thro? theſe rugged 
devaſtations, he choſe to return to- 
wards Thamiſta, which he had paſs'd 
by unknown. He enter'd the city at 
an opening in the walls, through 
which had iſſued the Perat. The 
once ſplendid Thamiſta ſtill retain'd an 
air of grandeur, ſtill appear'd a work 
perform'd by the giants, thoſe mighty 
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ſons of the earth. He ſaw the penſile 
gardens, ſaw ſtately colonades, and 
obeliſks, ſome erect, while others lay 
broken on the earth. But the city 
wanted its proper inhabitants, a mul- 
titude of lofty trees lay on the top of 
Oc's palace; the leviathan, the ſword 
fiſh, the river horſe and crocodile had 
taken their reſidence in his ſaloons, 
and the torpedo of benumbing touch, 
was there with her young, and all re- 
maining till the water ſubſided had 
expir'd. Shu offended at the ſmell 
haſted from the putrid ruins, 


At ſome diſtance towards the north, 
ſtood a pyramidical ſtructure, the top of 
which roſe above thoſe ſandy hills 
that cover'd its lower parts, and 
overlook'd all the other edifices. Not 
far from the top, SHEM diſcover'd a 
ſmall braſs door lin'd with the ſkins 
of tygers, and lock'd; but the key 
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being in the door, SuM, reſolute in 
his curioſity, after many efforts, turn'd 
back the bolt, and enter'd the ſtruc- 
ture. Within he found a magnificent 
arch'd roof, with innumerable rooms 
and paſſages; but all the light was 
produced from a few expiring lamps of 
aſphaltus and naphtha; and from this 
glimmering light, SEM diſcover'd, in 
one of the chambers, thirty gigantic 
bodies cloth'd in purple, and on a tri- 
pod, lay a large roll of parchment, in 
which were the following words, 


Should the hand of the incens'd Dx1- 
TY ſpare any of mankind, let Ha- 
DAD's example, be an admonition to 
the ſurvivors. HAapap, the father of 
the Hapapim, a tremendous name, 
was the inventor of a torturing death, 
by forcing men to ſwallow food, till 
their entrails burſt: This was his 
ſport, when the ſprings of the deep, 
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and the windows of heaven open'd their 
fluices. The waters then ruſh'd on 
the earth, and I HADAPD fled from 
the deſtruction, into this ample priſon, 
with thirty of my iſſue, all that re- 


main'd of three hundred. My ſons, 


and my ſons ſons, here with me expected 
fafety. The pyramid withſtood the 
aſſailing flood, tho' not without many 
ſhocks, during thoſe days, which to 
our continual fears, ſeem'd to move 
with leaden feet, Mean-while I had a 
viſion in my ſleep, in which I ſaw the 
men who had thus expir'd, and whoſe 


death had been to me the ſubjet of 


laughter, ariſe from their graves, with: 
their bellies open, and their bowels 
expos'd to my view. In vain I fled 
from the meagre ſpe&res, and my ſons 
fled with me. They chas'd us furiouſ- 
ly with the ſkeletons of hounds, and 
ravenous wolves ; but our flight was of 
no avail, they ſoon feiz'd us, and in 
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return tore out our bowels, I awak'd 
full of horror, and found my ſons in a 
deep ſleep, yet with piercing voice, 
calling for bread. I have indeed been 
inhuman, yet not leſs inhuman muſt 
thou be, if the dreadful images of diſ- 
treſs, which at this inſtant tortur'd my 
foul, do not excite thy compaſſion, 
They now awoke, and caſt round their 
languid eyes for food; but on our ta- 
ble ſat Want in the moſt hideous form. 
In the mean-while, the roating thun- 
der, and the noiſe of the tumultuous 
waves ſtruck my ears. I then look'd 
at my ſons, but was ſilent, and not a 
tear eſcap'd me, How ſhould ic? My 
heart was petrify'd?* They wept, and 
Lorna, the youngeſt, aſk'd the cauſe 
of my diſtreſs, but turning from him, 
I taok up this pen to give vent to my 
affliction, Heavy hours paſs'd away, 
before I could prevail with myſelf to 
look at them ; and then I beheld, in 
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the dejected faces of all the thirty, 
mine own: ghaſtly appearance, which 
fill'd me with ſuch agony, that I bit 
my own fleſh, Theſe, the affectionate 
ſons of a ſavage father, ſuppoſing me 
excited by hunger, ſtarted up, and 
begg'd that I, to whom they ow'd their 
being, would ſlay them, and ſatisfy my 
hunger on the fleſh that ſprang from 
me, Not to encreaſe their affliction, I 
conceal'd the anguiſh of my heart, and 
ſtill remain'd filent ; the bitterneſs of 
diſtreſs cloſing my lips. The hours 
now came and paſs'd away unperceiv'd; 
it was all one perpetual night, without 
diſtinction of morn or evening, and 
all were involv'd in miſery, famine, 
and affliction. With difficulty I dragg'd 
myſelf to the door, to let in the flood, 
crying, Why ſhould we wait till hun- 
ger conſumes. us? Thoſe without, 
whom the flood has ſwallow'd up, have 
met with a ſpeedy death, and the lofty 
L 5 
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Thamiſta is cover'd by a ſea, without 
a ſhore, be our lot the ſame. But the 
puniſhing hand of juſtice held the bolt, 
and the weight of the waters preſs'd on 
the door. After this, my ſons ſucceſ- 
ſively dy'd, and I their father, with 
the keeneſt anguiſh, beheld all the thir- 
ty expire in dreadful miſery. I conti- 
nu'd to call them, as if ſtill living: 
delirious I went from one to the other, 
and, inthe rage of my hunger, eat of 
their fleſh ; but on the firſt return of 
reaſon, I curs'd myſelf, and the day on 
which Hapap became a man. Over 
it may Orchus throw his fiery mantle ! 
May the gods diſregard it, and count 
it not among the days. Periſh the 
years of licentiouſneſs, and impiety, 
when with a mind eſtrang'd from Gop, 
I ſerv'd ſin, and was the ſlave of SA- 
TAN: but curſes are vain, and vain 
alſo is repentance. My obdurate heart 
Was inflexible, when call'd to expiate 
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my crimes ; for I would not repair 
ages of vice, by one year of virtue; 
but now alas! good and evil are with me 
at an end, I am now no more, and 
the period of my life is as dreadful, as 
its courſe was deteſtable. 


SHE M, with melancholy aſpect, 
view'd the famiſh'd bodies, yet the 
imagery of death which they rais'd in his 
mind, excited no idea of fear. In one 
of the rooms he compoſedly enjoy'd 
refreſhing ſleep, and awaking with the 
early morn, left the pyramid, and pro- 
ceeded to the ſouthward, till he reach'd 
the Perat, which the deluge had ſe- 
parated from the Hidekel; and pur- 
ſuing bis courſe along the bank of 
that prince of rivers, paſs'd over a. 
natural bridge of rocks, into a country, 
which though newly expoſed to the 
ſun's fertilizing rays, made a paradi- 
ſalcal appearance. SHEM wander'd. 
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far into this delicious land, and paſs'd 
through Pharphar, Baſan and Gilead, 
to Sibma's vale, where already the for- 
ward vine, in wild luxuriance, ſpread 
her inviting cluſters, and beheld rich 
fields, hills, and enchanting tracts, 
without a name, till at length, mount 
Nebo with riſing terraces greets the 
duteous traveller's eye. Ardent he 
climbs the ftcep aſcent, to view the 
country round. Here, a proſpect vaſt 
and gay, widens at every ſtep, and 
raviſh'd he views Baſan and Gilead, 
with Pharphar and Abbanas glittering 
ſtreams. Within his view, amidſt 
leſſer hills, roſe Salem's mount, in the 
midſt of a flowery plain. Delighted 
his eyes ſtray along the dewy vale of 
palm trees, and the blooming ſpot, 
which was to receive its name from 
Zoar. 
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While intent on viewing the various 
proſpects and in idea laying them out 
for the dwellings of men, RAPHAEL 
iſſu'd from an ambroſial cloud, in a 
human form, diveſted of that empy- 
real radiance he lately wore in the ark, 
when he deign'd to promiſe Sir a 
meeting on this mountain. The de- 
vout youth bowing with reverence, 
thus addreſs'd the ſmiling angel, Shall 
the earth, after its deſtruction, be again 
favour'd with the viſits of celeſtial ſpi- 
rits! from their appearance, our deſo- 
late abodes will derive a luſtre infinite- 
ly ſuperior to that of an aflembly 


of kings, in all the royal pomp of 
ſtate. 


RAPHAEL anſwer'd, From thoſe 
who are fill'd with the love of holineſs, 
Gop and angels, are not far; and 
henceforth over this happy land, which 
now lies before thee,” and eſpecially 
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over Sion, ſhall open from the eter- 
nal ſtream of the celeſtial Tpring a lu- 
cid way, in which the miniſters of 
Heaven, diſpatch'd with high beheſts, 
ſhall deſcend in benign viſits, to thoſe 
ſons of earth, who walk in the ways of 
the LorD: for this bleſſed land ſhall 
produce a race, diſtinguiſh'd by their 
piety ; firſt ARAHAM whoſhall deſcend 
from thee, will become the object of 
theſe bleſſings. There in Sichem and 
Moriah's plains, where thou ſeeſt a 
clump of riſing oaks, he will receive 
Gop's gracious promiſe to give to his 
lineage this fertile land. ISRAEL, the 
third from him, will be the father of 
thoſe tribes, who led by Moss ſhall 
ſubdue the country. "Theſe ſhall be the 
people whom Gop will particularly 
chooſe to build him an houſe ; for the 
ETERNAL himſelf will dwell among 
them, and give them laws and ſtatutes. 
Mosks, though diſtinguiſh'd by his 
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miracles, will not enter the promis'd 
land ; he only will view it from this 
mountain, as thou thyſelf doſt now. 
There, in the midſt of the country 
where thou ſeeſt an eminence riſing 
amidſt ſmaller hills ſhall be the founda- 
tion of the temple of Jeruſalem the ho- 
ly city, ſanctify'd by the glory of the 
Lonp. Every ſpot of this country 
ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd by ſome great 
event, eſpecially Bethlehem, where the 
incarnate SAVIOUR ſhall be born: 
There the virgin mother ſhall bring 
him forth — there the divine babe ſhall 
firſt ſmile. Famous alſo ſhall be yon 
mount of Olives, on this {ide the holy 
city, and Cedron, the future name of 
that brook, which thou ſeeſt, waters 
the foot of Olivet. The divine REDEtm- 
ER Will often ſeek that receſs, where 
he will offer up prayers to the FATHER 
for mankind; but mark that hill 
towards the weſt, on the left of Sion ; 
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there on the torturing croſs, by the 
guilt of the peop'e, the murderers of 
the prophets of Gop, will the Savi- 
OUR compleat the great work of re- 
demption, 


RAPHAEL ended, and SHEM reply'd, 
Great and momentous are theſe events, 
though in the concluſion mournful, 
and to our offspring an indelible re- 
proach, yet are they pregnant with 
the ſublimeſt happineſs and glory; 
eſpecially to me, from whom the Sa- 
VIOUR Will condeſcend to derive his 
earthly form. Let the grateful glow, 
which thy prophetic meſſage has kin- 
died in my breaſt, ſpeak my thanks, 
for words cannat. But wherefore do I 
not haſten from the mount to hail thoſe 
tracts, in which my SAviouR will 
paſs the days of his incarnation, eſpe- 
cially Bethlehem, the native place of 
the Divine Babe, the brook, the mount 
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of Olive, his receſs for ſolitary ori- 
ſons, and that diſmal mount, where 
he is to finiſh the decreed redemption. 
Commendable is thy defire, return'd 
RAPHAEL, and I will aſſiſt thee in its 
ſpeedy execution. Then raiſing SHEM 
from the ground, with gentle motion, 
he glided down; and paſſing Jordan's 
broad ſtream, proceeded o'er the land, 
and fat him down on Bethlehem's hal- 
low'd ground, by the ſpring, which 
was not then diſtinguiſh'd by David's 
name. Shu with reverence, greeted 
che happy land, that ſhould receive the 
impreſſion of the REDEEMER's feet, 
ſcoop'd out the water in the hollow of 
of his hand, and drank of the cryſtal 
ſtream. RAPHAEL then continuing his 
airy progreſs, alighted with him on 
Olivet, amidſt the olive's new-ſorm'd 
ſhade. Thence he remov'd to more 
lofty Sion, whence he look'd down on 
Golgotha. Theſe places the devout 
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patriarch view'd with throbbing heart. 
But while his eyes were ranging over 
the affecting ſcene, he perceiv'd, ſeated 
en an olive branch, a dove adorn'd 
with radiant plumage, that diffus'd 
a lovely day amidſt the thickeſt 
ſhade. Among the wing'd inhabitants 
of the ark, none ever ſhone with ſuch 
bright, and reſplendent colours. On 
ſeeing SHE M, the grateful bird 


left the branch, and with ſounding: 


pinions, thrice encircling his head, 
eonfident alighted on his hand, The 
ſight of the dove alarm'd SEM, who 
knew not whence it came, and was 


wondering how any thing which had. 


not been in the ark, could eſcape the 
- univerſal deſtruction; when the angel 
: obſerving his ſolicitude ſaid, Knoweſt 
thou not that dove ? It was in the ark 
with thee, and is the ſame which re- 
turn'd with the olive leaf, Secing it 
fluttering alone in a field of wheat, I 
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took it, and from mine effulgent wing, 
plac'd a feather on its breaſt, which 
gave its whole body this celeſtial brilli- 
ance ; then directed its atrial track, to 
theſe umbrageous receſſes, here to wait 
the coming of men, and point out to 
thee the ſpot, where near Siloa's 
purling ſtream, thou ſhalt build the 
firſt houſe of the patriarchal metropolis. 
| Let this lucent form excite thy devo- 
tion; for in like manner as the dove 
hover'd over thee, the Divine Spirit, 
which proceeds from the FATHRR, 
will one day deſcend with radiance 
from the open heavens, on Jordan, and 
like a dove ſhall hover over the Son 
of Man at his baptifm in that ſtream: 
while the FATHER will declare from 
the higheſt Heavens, This is my be- 
loved Son. 


The dove then return'd to the olive, 
and the angel left SHEM, at Siloa's 
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filver ſtream, which flowed near the 
foundations of the future temple. Here 
Noan's ſon remain'd for ſome time, in 
order to ſtill the emotions of his heart; 
but when the fourth morn darted its 
orient beams above Moriah, he fat out 
on his return, rejoicing in the glad 
tydings he was carrying to his aged fa- 
ther, and at length arriv'd within fight 
of Ararat's cloud- top'd ſummit. 


On his coming within the mount's 
extenſive ſhade, he found the ſilence of 
death gradually ſucceeded by chearful 
life, The voices of ſeveral creatures 
undulated through the air; firſt, he 
heard a mingled murmur, which, as 
he advanced, became more diſtin. 
He then diſtinguiſh'd the bus of inſects, 
the warbling notes of the birds, - the 
neighing of the ſteed, and the lowing 
of the horned cattle. The beaſts on 
ſeeing SHEM aſcend the hill, aſſem- 
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ſembled about him, and in obſequi- 


ous gambols, paid homage to their 
benefactor, 


The firſt of his family who met him 
was DEBORAH, who ſtanding on a peak 
that commanded an extenſive proſpect, 
had waited his coming ; and on ſeeing 1 
him, haſted down the declivity, with 4 
each arm tenderly claſping to her breaſt 
the two infant pledges of his love. 
After their ardent embraces, in which, 
though ſhort his abſence, were ſhed 6 | 
ſome tears of joy and conjugal affection, þ | 
ſhe led him to the tents, which his re- | 
turn fill'd with new happineſs. Noan, | | 
particularly delighted, hung on his | Þ 
look, while in graceful ſpeech, he 4 | 
related that the Perat, inſtead of its 1 Fi 
conflux with the Hidekel took its ſoli- 18 
tary courſe in a weſtern direction; | ? 
that the ſuperb 'I hamiſta lay in ruins, | 
half bury'd, while the ſaloons of volup- | 
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filver ſtream, which flowed near the 
foundations of the future temple, Here 
Noan's ſon remain'd for ſome time, in 
order to ſtill the emotions of his heart; 
but when the fourth morn darted its 
orient beams above Moriah, he ſat out 
on his return, rejoicing in the glad 
tydings he was carrying to his aged fa- 
ther, and at length arriv'd within fight 
of Ararat's cloud- top'd fummit. 


On his coming within the mount's 
extenſive ſhade, he found the ſilence of 
death gradually ſucceeded by chearful 
life, The voices of ſeveral creatures 
undulated through the air; firſt, he 
heard a mingled murmur, which, as 
he advanced, became more diſtin. 
He then diſtinguiſh'd the buz of inſects, 
the warbling notes of the birds, the 
neighing of the ſteed, and the lowing 
of the horned cattle. The beaſts on 
ſeeing SHEM aſcend the hill, aſſem- 
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ſembled about him, and in obſequi- 


ous gambols, paid homage to their 
benefactor, 


The firſt of his family who met him 
was DEBORAH, who ſtanding on a peak 
that commanded an extenſive proſpect, 
had waited his coming ; and on ſeeing 
him, haſted down the declivity, with 
each arm tenderly claſping to her breaſt 
the two infant pledges of his love. 
After their ardent embraces, in which, 
though ſhort his abſence, were ſhed 
ſome tears of joy and conjugal affection, 
ſhe led him to the tents, which his re- 
turn fill'd with new happineſs. Noan, 
particularly delighted, hung on his 
look, while in graceful ſpeech, he 
related that the Perat, inſtead of its 
conflux with the Hidekel took its ſoli- _ 
tary courſe in a weſtern direCtion ; 
that the ſuperb Thamiſta lay in ruins, 
half bury'd, while the ſaloons of volup- 
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tuouſneſs were ſtrew'd with the loath- 
ſome carcaſſes of the crocodile, the 
river horſe, ſword fiſh, and leviathan; 
that HApAp and his children had pe- 
riſh'd in the pyramid, by famine; 
that from Piſgah, for ſo he call'd the 
mount of Viſion, his enraptur'd eye 
had view'd the MepiaToR's choſen 
land; but though it lay before him, 
in all the blended pride of every ſeaſon, 
yet he ſaw it not in its faireſt point of 
view, till the benign RAPHAEL deſ- 
cending, pointed out to him ſeveral 
ſcenes. of the moſt important events 
relating to the MEDiaToOR; and 
that he had viſited Moriah, Olivet and 
Sion. 


His narrative excited various emo-— 
tions in the attentive audience; but 
above all gratitude for the copious 
proviſion made for them, and an earneſt 
defire of paſſing the remainder of their 
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pilgrimage on earth, in that bleſs'd 
country, where their REDEEMER had 
reſolv'd to paſs the days of his mortal 
life, and gladden its towns with his 


gracious miracles and heavenly inſtruc- 
tions, 


Noar applauded their deſire; he 
had been inform'd in a dream, that 


the Gop ef his fathers, would meet 
him on the holy hill of Sion. He only 
waited for the return of SHEm, that he 
might be his guidez and now, without 
delay, they prepar'd to deſcend the hill, 
taking with them apparel, utenſils, and 
the prophetic paintings, perform'd by 
an angelic pencil. The beaſts of bur- 
den, the horſe, the camel, and the als, 


ſtood obſequious to receive their 
ladmg. 


When the riſing ſun irradiated the 
third morning after SYyeM's return, 
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the patriarch, with all his attendants, 
proſtrated themſelves on the earth, 
and worſhipp'd Him, who amidft the 


deſtruction of the flood, had preſerv'd 


their life, and had cloath'd the earth 
anew, with fruit and herbage ; that 
from its prelific boſom, innumerable 
tribes of future generations, deſcended 
from them, might receive plenty of 
ſuſtenance, and who for their dwel- 
' ling, had planted a new Eden which 
was to give birth to the divine Re- 
DEEMER. 


Now they haſten to load the beaſts 


with their apparel, furniture, and 
whatever was valuable; together with 
the remainder of the fruits, the ſpoils 
of Paradiſe, that had been left in the 
ark, while the camels ſpontaneouſly 
couch'd on their knees, to receive the 
women, with their ſucking infants. 
Thus they deſcended from the mount, 
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and proceeded by ſhort and gentle 
journeys, leſt greater ſpeed ſhould in- 
commode the fair travellers. At the 
head of the band was SHEM, who 
being now acquainted with the way, 
was their guide, Nor did they tra- 
vel without attendants, the beaſts of 
ſocial diſpoſition, grateful and joyous, 
accompany'd their known benefactors. 
Theſe, though few of each kind, 
were no inconſiderable number. The 
feather'd ſpecies allo augmented the 
proceſſion, ſome ſporting over them 
in blythſome circles, or flying before, 
waited their approach on the trees and 
ſhrubs; and as they paſs'd, faluting 
them by warbling forth their ſprightlieſt 
melody : but the beaſts of ſavage kind 
remain'd in the caverns of Ararat ; yet 
the half rational elephant. follow'd at a 
diſtance the perſons who had endear'd 
themſelves to him, by their daily ten- 
derneſs. | 
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Thus, in chearful journeys, the 
founders of mankind proceeded, and 
at length perceiving Nebo's lofty ſum- 
mit, and leaving it far on their left, 
they paſs'd the Jordan, near its two- 
fold ſource. They then proceeded 
through the fragrant vale, where 
riſing palms were preparing delightful 
ſhades, for future Jericho. Now the 
happy land where Moriah lifts high 
its awful head, opens to their raviſh'd 
view : then the happy reſemblance of 
the Paradiſe of G o D, though now 
rocky and deform'd. It conſiſted of 
plains and gently ſwelling hills, 
crown'd with fruit and aromatic 
ſhrubs, a wilderneſs of ſweets, where 
nature, in her reviv'd youth, as before 
the fall, play'd her virgin fancies. As 
one exiled wanders diſconſolate from 
country to country, lamenting his 
domeſtic hearth, on permiſſion to 
return, with pleaſing joy, examines 
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the country, ſoon knows again the 
fields, and glows with tranſport at 
beholding the ſcenes of his youth; 
ſo melting joy poſleſs'd Noan's young 
family, at the fight of this delicious 
land, to which the ſpikenard, caſſia, 
cinnamon, and balra of Paradiſe, ſeem 
tranſplanted, with all its beauties, 
lying in gay confuſion. The en- 


raptar'd females now expreſs'd their 
ſeyeral emotions, 


Hail flowery meads, ſaid KEREN- 
HAPUCH, hail ye woods and hills, 
thou new creation hail ! almoſt as fair 
as that deſtroy'd by the deluge! De- 
lightful abode, where we fhall tran- 
quil paſs our days! Ye flowers and 
plants of Paradiſe, here will I again 
attend you with affiduous care, Here 
you will thrive no leſs than in Eden. 
To you my pretty Dix An, will pay 


1 
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her earlieſt viſits, and you at even 
will be her lateſt care. 


THAMAR continu'd: Riſe Sion, 
and thou Moriah haſte; for thus ye 
hills I name you ; haſte to crown your 
towering heads with ſpreading cedars ; 
cover them with projecting ſhades, 
through which Siloa's brook ſhall run 
in ſweet meanders. When my ſwar- 
thy Cavs and little KETURAan, he 
hand in hand with Dinan, ſhe with 
ELAM, ſhall gather dates among your 
wilds, and pluck the bark of the cinna- 
mon ; oh ſoftly pour your fragrance on 
- their young diſcourſe; influence the 
palpitations of their unexperienc'd 
hearts, and from your lonely ſhades 
breathe tranquility and pious contem- 
plations! | 


DzBo0RAH, cloſing the ſalutation 
with thoughts more ſublime, cry'd, 1 
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alſo hail thee, fit dwelling of patriarchs 
and prophets, land which in future 
times, angels and the Son of Gon, 
ſhall deign to viſit. Here the incar- 
nate REDEEMER ſhall frequent the 
ſhades of Olivet and Siloa's brook. 
Ye waving cedars, with ſofteſt whiſ- 
pers, invite him to your cooling 
ſhades! Ye fragrant gums, frankin- 
cenſe, myrrh, and balm, more copi- 
ous flow, and weeping, drop your 
big joyful tears at his approach, while 


every gale ſhall bear to him your will- 
ing incenſe, | 


Thus they fang on ſeeing Moriah 
and Sion, while the glowing Powers, 
and verdant foliage ſeem'd to rejoice at 
their approach. 


An unuſual reſplendence beaming 
from an olive tree, now attracted 
SHEM's attention, and he ſoon ſaw the 
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ſhining dove, lately the meſſenger of 
the earth's revival, now pointing out 
the place where Noan was to build 
the firſt houſe of the ſacred city. The 
dove expanding its Jucid wings, de- 
ſcended, and welcom'd them with 
gratulatory cooings; then riſing ming- 
led with its fellow birds. 


"The men now with quick diſpatch, 
pitch their tents by the ſide of Siloa's 
inviting waters, and then fingle, -or 
with arm thrown round their lovely 
wives, rang'd the adjacent land in 
ſearch of fruit, vi flowers, and gums 
diſtilling from the fragrant ſhrub. 
From the mountain they now diſ- 
cover'd a beautiful ſpot more profuſe- 
ly deck'd with flowers of richeſt 
hue, on which 8 H E M's devout 
ſpouſe thus expreſs'd her defire, « con- 
Went of his compliance. 
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When ] think on Bethlehem, where 
the incarnate REDEEMER ſhall unveil 
his infancy; and on the purling 
rill, that will, perhaps, lull the Di- 
vine Babe to fleep, or refreſh his 
limbs with the cooling ſtreams, 1 
long to taſte the healing water. Thou 
SHEM haſt dipp'd thine hand in the 
limpid brook, and know'ſt its courſe. 
Oh lead me to it : a higher pleaſure 
thou can't not do me: a pleaſure I 
hope void of guilt, I long to lay 
myſelf down on the flowery bank, 
and regale myſelf with its ſtream. 


Thy deſign, ſaid SuRu, is pure 
as the brook itſelf, and willingly 
ſhall 1 lead thee to it. He then 
led her to the ſpring, ſhe kneel- 
ing, kiſs'd the rock from which it 
iſſu'd, and with her hands ſcoop'd 
draughts of its cryſtaline ſtream. 
They then return'd, and the ſame 
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ſun which had ſcen them ſet out 
to the brook, lighted them back to 
Sion. wr 


Soon the mountain was cover'd 
with other inhabitants than thoſe 
preſerv'd from the deluge; animals 


which there firſt ſaw the light; birds 


of gloſſy plumage, and melodious 
throat, flutter'd from ſpray to ſpray, 
while hill and plain rang with the 
ruder ſounds of domeſtic animals, 
diſporting in the newly receiv'd light. 


'The patriarch, now obſerving the 
great encreaſe of the cattle, determin'd 
to offer, a conciliatory ſacrifice, not 
only of the lips uttering praiſe and 
thankſgiving ; not only of aſcending 


incenſe, accompany'd by prayer, but 
of blood; not like that of ABEL call- 


ing for vengeance, but interceding 
for grace and reconciliation, He 
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therefore order'd his ſons to bring to 
Sion's ſummit the firſt born male of 
every ſpecies of clean beaſt and fowl, 
well form'd and without defect. He 
himſelf went up the mount, and there 
found blocks of vein'd marble, of a 
regular form: of theſe he conſtructed 
the altar, and conſecrated it with a 
libation of oil. His ſons now advance 
with their victims, which being lain, 
and laid on the altar, he offer'd them 
as a grateful ſacrifice to Gop, their 
Almighty and all-gracious DELive- 
RER. 


During the oblation, the patriarch 
and his ſons worſhipp'd, in humble 
proſtration, with their heads bow'd 
down to the earth. Their devout ori- 
fons aſcended with the ſmoke of the 
offering; and ſuch favour did their 
duteous homage obtain from the ETER= 
NAL, that He deſcended to the altar, 
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and inviſible gave them His bene- 
diction, 


O Noan, ſaid the voice divine, 
diſmiſs thy fears and apprehenſions, 
the chaſtiſuig hand of juſtice has diſ- 
charg'd its office, and henceforth, ne- 
ver ſhall it viſit with ſuch deſtruction 
the human race, ſo prone to fall, ſo 
eaſily perverted : I will ſet bounds to 
the ſea, which it ſhall not paſs. 
Kindly dews and gentle rains ſhall che- 
riſh the ſoil, and each ſucceeding year, 
the ſpring ſhall be cloth'd with ver- 
dure and bloſſoms, forerunners of plen- 
ty. Take then poſſeſſion of the land, 
thou my faithful ſervant, whom I, for 


this purpoſe, have preſerv'd, and for 


thy ſake, have renew'd the earth. 
Plain, valley, and hill are thine, thou 
{halt people them with tribes innume- 
rable. To thee and thy deſcendants, 
1 give the earth, with all beaſts, 
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fowl and fiſhes; and to man's rule 
I ſubjet them. I farther promiſe, 
and on my promiſe and reconcilement, 
man may ſecurely rely, that to the 
end of time, the earth ſhall be na 
more deftroy'd by a deluge 3 and be- 
hold, as the ſeal of this promiſe, L 
have plac'd my bow in the firmament, 
which ſhall ever be to man a ſign of 
my covenant and forgiveneſs. 


The devout family then looking up 
with extatic joy, beheld the ethereal 
bow ſhine, in the vary'd luſtre of 
colours, arrang'd in beautiful gra- 
dations, with magnificent circle gird- 


ing the earth on the eaſtern ſide of the 
firmament. 


Noah then with uplifted . bands, 
thus addreſs'd the DEIT ; 
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LorD, what is man that Thou art 
thus mindful of bim? Is he not 
the duſt of the earth, animated with 
the breath of life Thou haſt imparted; 
but unhappily is depriv'd of that in- 
nocence which the divine breath com- 
municated to his heart? Was it not 
for him, that death was created? Man 
is fin and miſery, but Thou art all 
grace and. forgiveneſs. Thou? wilt 
not utterly cut off his race; even 
amidſt the flood Thou haſt preſerv'd a 
ſeed for him for him Thou haſt re- 
new'd the earth. Oh how are we 
more precious in Thy fight — how 
are we more deſerving of Thy clemen- 
cy, than they who periſh'd in the 
deluge? But Thou boweſt the Hea- 
vens and comeſt down ; Thou adorneſt 
them by Thy chearing bow, to ſhew 
and confirm Thy goodneſs! Will 
celeſtial TRUTH, then condeſcend 
to enter into covenant with a worm? 
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Oh for the ſeraph's fire, for 
his flaming adorations, that I might 
more lively feel, and more warmly 
expreſs the ſenſe I would entertain 
of this Divine love! Oh that my 
aſcriptions of praiſe might aſcend 
with the ſublimity of an heavenly 
ſpirit! Aid me, ye my bleſs'd an- 
ceſtors, and chief thou ADAM and 
ENoch, to offer on this earthly al- 
tar the praiſes of our Gon! and ye 
cherubim and ſeraphim exalt my 
grateful ſong with your tranſcendant 
ſtrains ! 


„Thus Noa pour'd forth his gra- 
titude, while the fire conſum'd his 
typical ſacrifice, The vivid bow's ra- 
rify'd colours now inſenſibly fa- 
ded, and the ETERNAL ſpake no 
more. | | 
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The ſacrifice being ended, they 
repair'd to their tents, and the fol- 
lowing days other occupations de- 
manded their attention, Olive trees 
and cedars of antediluvian growth, 
yield to the axes of Noan's laborious 
fons, who now on the plan of Srpna's 
manſon, where their lov'd ſpouſes 
drew their breath, ere& a houſe; 
but more ſpacious; the rooms more 
and larger; the outſide of cedar, 
and the lofty roof fenc'd with ruſhes 
in neat arrangement: beautiful olive 
ſeparated the chambers: the floors 
were inlaid with chequer'd moſaic, 
and ſome rooms were hung with 
tapeſtry, the employment of their 
ſpouſes virgin days. In an ample 
ſaloon were plac'd the prophetic 
paintings, RAPHAEL's ineftimable 
work, ; 
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This tranquil dwelling NO AH 
call'd Salem, the Houſe of Peace, 
It was his ſettled reſidence, . whence 
ſucceeding generations of his def- 
cendants ſpread over the habitable 
earth, 


THE END. 
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